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§ 1L
THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS.
The first edition of this work was published in
Latin in the year 1609. It is entitled—
Francisct
Bacont
EQVITIS AVRATI,
PROCVRATORIS SE-
cvNDI, Jacosl REGIs
Macna BRITANNIE
DE SAPIENTIA

VETERVM LIBER,
AD INCLYTAM ACADEMIAM

C ANTABRIGIENSEM.

Lonpint
Excupesar ROBERTUS BAR-

KERUS SerenissiME Reciz
MaiesTaTis TYPOGRAPHUB

ANNO 1609.

In February 27, 1610, Lord Bacon wrote « To
Mg. MaTTHEW, upon sending his book ¢ De Sapien-
tia Veterum.

« Mr. Matthew,

« T do very heartily thank you for your letter of
«the 24th of August from Salamanca ; and in
« yecompence thereof I send you a little work of
« mine that hath begun to pass the world. They
« tell me my Latin is turned into silver, and become
% current : had you been here, you should have been
“ my inquisitor before it came forth: but, I think,
« the greatest inquisitor in Spain will allow it.
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“ But one thing you must pardon me if 1 make no
“ haste to believe, that the world should be grown
“ to such an ecstacy as to reject truth in philosophy,
‘‘ because the author dissenteth in religion ; no more
“ than they do by Aristotle or Averroes. My great
‘“ work goeth forward ; and after my manner, I alter
“ ever when I add. So that nothing is finished till
“ all be finished. This I have written in the midst
“of a term and parliament; thinking no time so
“ possessed, but that I should talk of these matters
“ with so good and dear a friend. And so with my
“ wonted wishes I leave you to God’s goodness.
“ From Gray's-Inn, Feb, 27, 1610.”

And in his letter to Father Fulgentio, giving
some account of his writings, he says, « My Lssays
“¢ will not only be enlarged in number, but still more
“ in substance. Along with them goes the little
“ piece ¢ De Sapientia Veterum.’”

Bacon’s sentiments with respect to these fables
may be found in the “ Advancement of Learning,”
and in the “ De Augmentis,” under the head of
Poetry.

In the * Advancement of Learning” he says,
“ There remaineth yet another use of poesy parabo-
“lical, opposite to that which we last mentioned :
“ for that tendeth to demonstrate and illustrate that
“ which is taught or delivered, and this other to retire
“ and obscure it: that is, when the secrets and mys-
“ teries of religion, policy, or philosophy, are in-
“ yolved in fables or parables. Of this in divine
“ poesy we sec the use is authorized. In heathen
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“ poesy we see the exposition of fables doth fall out
“ sometimes with great felicity ; as in the fable that
“ the giants being overthrown in their war against
“the gods, the Earth their mother in revenge
“ thereof brought forth Fame :

¢ Illam Terra parens, ird irritata deorum,

¢ Extremam, ut perhibent, Ceeo Enceladoque sororem

“ Progenuit.”
“ expounded, that when princes and monarchs have
“ suppressed actual and open rebels, then the malig-
“ nity of the people, which is the mother of rebellion,
“ doth bring forth libels and slanders, and taxations
“ of the state, which is of the same kind with rebel-
“ lion, but more feminine. So in the fable, that the
“ rest of the gods having conspired to bind Jupiter,
“ Pallas called Briareus with his hundred hands to
“ his aid, expounded, that monarchies nced not fear
“ any curbing of their absoluteness by mighty sub-
“ jects, as long as by wisdom they keep the hearts
« of the people, who will be sure to come in on their
« gide. So in the fable, that Achilles was brought
“up under Chiron the Centaur, who was part a
“ man and part a beast, expounded ingeniously; but
¢ corruptly by Machiavel, that it belongeth to the
“ education and discipline of princes to know as
“ well how to play the part of the lion in violence,
“ and the fox in guile, as of the man in virtue and
“ justice. Nevertheless, in many the like encoun-
“ ters, I do rather think that the fable was first, and
“ the cxposition then devised, than that the moral
“ was first, and thereupon the fable framed. For I
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“ find it was an ancient vanity in Chrysippus, that
“ troubled himself with great contention to fasten
“ the assertions of the Stoics upon the fictions of the
“ ancient poets ; but yet that all the fables and fic-
. tions of the poets were but pleasure and not figure,
“1 interpose no opinion.  Surely of those poets
“ which are now extant, even Homer himself, (not-
“ withstanding he was made a kind of Scripture by
“ the latter schools of the Grecians,) yet I should
“ without any difficulty pronounce that his fables
“ had no such inwardness in his own meaning ; but
“ what they might have upon a more original tradi-
“ tion, is not easy to affirm; for he was not the
“ inventor of many of them.”

In the treatise “ De Augmentis,” the same
sentiments will be found with a slight alteration in
the expressions. He says, “ there is another use of
* parabolical poesy, opposite to the former, which
“ tendeth to the folding up of those things, the
“ dignity whereof, deserves to be retired and dis-
“ tinguished, as with a drawn curtain: that is, when
“ the secrets and mysterics of religion, policy, and
“ philosophy are veiled and invested with fables,
‘“ and parables. But whether there be any mystical
‘“sense couched under the ancient fables of the
“ poets, may admit some doubt: and indeed for our
“ part we incline to this opinion, as to think, that
“ there was an infused mystery in many of the an-
“ cient fables of the poets. Neither doth it move
“ us that these matters are left commonly to school-
“ boys, and grammarians, and so are embased, that
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“ we should therefore make a slight judgment,
“ upon them: but contrariwise because it is clear,
“ that the writings which recite those fables, of all
“ the writings of men, next to sacred writ, are the
“ most ancient; and that the fables themselves are
“ far more ancient than they (being they are alleged
“ by those writers, not as excogitated by them, but
“ as credited and recepted before) seem to be,
“ like a thin rarified air, which from the traditions
“ of more ancient nations, fell into the flutes of the
“ Grecians.” '

This tract seems, in former times, to have been
much valued, for the same reason, perhaps, which
Bacon assigns * for the currency of the Essays ; “ be-
cause they are like the late new half-pence, which,
though the silver is good, yet the pieces are small.”
Of this tract, Archbishop Tenison in his Baconiana,
says, “ In the seventh place, I may reckon his book
“ De Bapientia Veterum, written by him in Latin,
“ and setfortha second time with enlargement;} and
“ translated into English by Sir Arthur Georges: 8
“ book in which the sages of former times are ren-
“ dered more wise than it may be they were, by so
“ dextrous an interpreter of their fables. It is this
“ book which Mr.Sandys means, in those words which
“he hath put before his notes, on the Metamor-
* phosis of Ovid. ‘Of modern writers, I have

* See page vii of preface to Vol 1.
t+ In the year 1617, in Latin.

It was published in Italian
in 1618—in French in 1619,
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“received the greatestlight from Geraldus, Pontanus,
‘ Ficinus, Vives, Comes, Scaliger, Sabinus, Pierius,
“ and the crown of the latter, the Viscount of St.
‘“ Albans.

“ It is true, the design of this book was instruc-
“ tion in natural and civil matters, either couched
“ by the ancients under those fictions, or rather
“ made to secem to be so by his lordship’s wit, in the
“ opening and applying of them. DBut because the
“ first ground of it is poetical story, therefore let it
“ have this place, till a fitter be found for it.”

The author of Bacon’s Life,in the Biographia Bri-
tannica, says, “ that he might relieve himself a little
“ from the severity of these studies, and as it were
 amuse himself with erecting a magnificent’ pavi-
“ lion, while his great palace of philosophy was
“ building, he composed and sent abroad in 1610,
“ his celebrated treatise Of the Wisdom of the An-
“ cients, in which he shewed that none had studied
“ them more closely, was better acquainted with
“ their beauties, or had pierced deeper into their
“ meaning. There have been very few books pub-
« lished, cither in this or in any other nation, which
« either deserved or met with more general applause
‘ than this, and scarce any that are like to retain it
“ longer, for in this performance, Sir Francis Bacon
“ gave a singular proof of his capacity to please all
« parties in literature, as in his political conduct he
« stood fair with all the parties in the nation. The
« admirers of antiquity were charmed with this dis-
“ course, which scems expressly calculated to justify
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% their admiration; and, on the other hand, their
“ opposites were no less pleased with a piece, from
“ which they thought they could demonstrate, tha
“ the sagacity of a modern genius, had found out
“ much better meanings for the ancients, than ever
“ were meant by them.” '
And Mallet, in his Life of Bacon, says, It
“ 1610 he published another treatise, entitled
“ Of the Wisdom of the Ancients, This work
“ bears the same stamp of an original and in-
- “ventive genius with his other performances.
‘¢ Resolving not to tread in the steps of those who
“ had gone before him, men, uccoi'ding to his own
“ expression, not learned beyond certain common
“ places, he strikes out a new tract for himself, and
« enters into the most secret recesses of this wild
“ and shadowy region, so as to appear new on &
“ known and beaten subject. Upon the whole, if
- * we cannot bring ourselves readily to believe that
“ there is all the physical, moral, and political mean-
“ ing veiled under those fables of antiquity, which
“he has discovered in them, we must own that it
“ required no common penetration to be mistaken
“ with so great an appearance of probability on his
. “side. Though it still remains doubtful whether
“ the ancients were so knowing as he attempts to
“ shew they were, the variety and depth of his own
“ knowledge are, in that very attempt, unquestion-
“ able.”
In the year 1619, this tract was translated by
Sir Arthur Georges. Prefixed to the work are two
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letters; the one to the Earl of Salisbury, the other
to ‘the University of Cambridge, which Georges
omits, and dedicates his translation to the High
and Illustrious Princess the Lady Elizabeth of Great
Britain, Duchess of Baviare, Countess Palatine of
Rheine, and Chief Electress of the Empire. As this
translation was published during the life of Lord
Bacon, by a great admirer of his works, and as it
is noticed by Archbishop Tenison, I have inserted it
in this volume. I am not certain that I have done
right, as it is my intention, with the translation of
all the works, to publish a new translation of these
fables; for which I am indebted to a member of the
University of Oxford, ;who has lately so emi-
nently distinguished himself for his classical attain-
ments, and who will I trust forgive this expression of
my affectionate respect for his virtuous exertions. It
would be grateful to me to say more.

§ 2.
CIVIL HISTORY.

At an early period of his life, Bacon was im-
pressed with the importance of a History of England
from the union of the Roses to the union of the
Kingdoms. In the Advancement of Learning, pub-
lished in 1605, he says, “ But for modern histories,*
« whereof there are some few very worthy, but the
« greatest part beneath mediocrity, leaving the care
“ of foreign stories to foreign states, because I will
« not be ¢ curiosus in aliena republica,” I cannot fail

* Sce vol 11, page 110,
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-

“ to represent to your majesty, the unworthiness of
« the history of England in the main continuance
“ thereof, and the partiality and obliquity of that of
“ Scotland, in the latest and largest author that I
‘ have seen; supposing that it would be honour for
“ your majesty, and a work very memorable, if this
“island of Great Brittany, as it is now joined in
“ monarchy for the ages to come : so were joined in
“ one history for the times passed, after the manner
“ of the sacred history, which draweth down the
“ story of the ten tribes, and of the two tribes, as
“ twins together. And if it shall seem that the
“ greatness of this work may make it less exactly per-
“ formed, therc is an excellent period of a much
‘ smaller compass of time, as to the story of Eng-
“ land, that is to say, from the uniting of the roses,
“ to the uniting of the kingdoms ; a portion of time
“ wherein, to my understanding, there hath been
“ the rarest varieties that in like number of succes-
“ sions of any hereditary monarchy hath been known :
« for it beginneth with the mixed adoption of a crown
“ by arms and title; an entry by battle, an esta-
“ blishment by marriage: and thercfore times an-
“ swerable, like waters after a tempest, full of work-
“ing and swelling, though without extremity of
“storm; but well passed through by the wisdom of
“ the pilot, being one of the most sufficient kings of
“ of all the number. Then followeth the reign of a
“king, whose actions, howsoever conducted, had
“ much intermixture with the affairs of Europe, ba-
¢ lancing and inclining them variably; in whose
“ time alsobegan that great alteration in the state
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“ecclesiastical, an action which seldom cometh upon
“ the stage. Then the reign of a minor: then an
“ offer of an usurpation, though it was but as < febris
“ ephemera ¢ then the reign of a queen matched
*“ with a foreigner : then of a queen that lived solitary
“ and unmarried, and yet her government so mascu-
“line that it had greater impression and operation
“ upon the states abroad than it any ways received
“ from thence. And now last, this most happy and
‘¢ glorious event, that this island of Britain, divided
“ from all the world, should be thus united in itself :
‘“ and that oracle of rest, given to Ancas. ¢ Anti-
“ quam exquirite matrem,” should now beperformed
“and fulfilled upon the nations of England and
“ Scotland, being now reunitéd in the ancient mother
‘“ name of Britain, as a full period of all instability
“ and peregrinations : so that as it cometh to pass
“in massive bodies, that they have certain trepida-
“ tions and waverings before they fix and settle; so
“ it seemeth that by the providence of God this mo-
“ narchy, before it was to settle in your majesty and
“ your generations, (in which, I hope,'it is now esta-
“ blished for ever,) had these preclusive changes and
“ varieties.”

And the same passage is repcated in the treatise
“ De Augmentis,” which was published in the year
1623, with the omission of the praise of the reign

of Elizabeth.
HISTORY OF HENRY VII.

The history of Henry VII. was written in Eng-
lish, and was the first book which he composed after
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his retirement from active life.* In a letter to the
king, dated 20th of March, 1621, he says,
“ To the King’s most excellent Majesty.
“ May it please your Majesty,

“ T acknowledge myself in all humbleness infi*
“ nitely bounden to your majesty's grace and good-
“ ness, for that, at the intercession of my noble and
- “ constant friend, my lord marquis, your majesty
- “ hath been pleased to grant me that which the
“ civilians say is ¢ res inwstimabilis,” my liberty. 59
“ that now, whenever God calleth me, I shall not
“ die a prisoner. Nay, farther, your majesty hath
* vouchsafed to cast a second and iterate aspect of
“ your eye of compassion upon me, in referring the
“ consideration of my broken estate to my good lord
“ the treasurer ; which as it is a singular bounty in
“ your majesty, so I have yet so much left of a late
¢ commissioner of your treasure, as I would be sorry
“to sue for any thing that might scem immodest.
“ These your majesty’s great benefits, in casting

“* His historical works are these:—the first is the history
“ of Henry.the Seventh, written elegantly, by his lordship in the
4 English tongue, and addressed to his Highness the Prince of
¢ Wales; and turned afterwards into Latin, An history which
“ required such a reporter : those times being times both of
“ great revolution, and settlement, through the division and
s union of the roses,

¢ This was the first bock which he composed after his re-
“ tirement from an active life,  Upon which occasion he wrote
¢ thus to the Bishop of Winchester. Being (as I am) no more
¢ able to do my country service, it remaineth unto me, to do it
* honour: which T have endeavoured to do in my work of the
« reign of King Henry the Seventh.”— Baconiana,
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“your bread upon the waters, as the Scripture
“ saith, because my thanks cannot any ways be suf-
“ ficient to attain, I have raised your progenitor, of
“ famous memory (and now, I hope, of more famous
“ memory than before) King Henry VIL to give
“ your majesty thanks for me; which work, most
“ humbly kissing your majesty’s hands, I do present.
“ And because in the beginning of my trouble,.
“ when in the midst of the tempest I had a kenning
“of the harbour, which I hope now by your
“ majesty’s favour I am entering into, I made a
“ tender to your majesty of two works, ¢ An History
“ of England, and ¢ A digest of your laws;’ as I
“ have, by a figure of pars pro toto, performed the
“ one, so I have herewith sent your majesty, by way
“ of an epistle, a new offer of the other. But my
¢ desire is farther, if it stand with your majesty's
“ good pleasure, since now my study is my exchange,
“ and my pen my factor, for the use of my talent;
“ that your majesty, who is a great master in these
“ things, would be pleased to appoint me some task
* to write, and that I shall take for an oracle. And
“ because my ¢ Instauration,” which I estcem my
“ great work, and do still go on with silence, was
“ dedicated to your majesty ; and this < History of
“ King Henry VII. to your lively and exccllent
“image the prince; if now your majesty will be
« pleased to give me a theme to dedicate to my Lord
« of Buckingham, whom I have so much reason to
¢ honour, I should with more alacrity embrace your
« majesty’s dircction than my own choice. Your
“ majesty will pardon me for troubling you thus
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“long. God evermore preserve and prosper you.
“ Your majesty’s poor beadsman most devoted,

“ Fr. St. ALBAN-

* Gorhambury, 20 Mar. 1621.”

“ To the Right Honourable his very good Lord,

“the Lord Marquiss of Buckingham, High-
“ Admiral of England.

“ My very good Lord,

‘¢ These main and real favours which I have
“ lately received from your good lordship, in pro-
“ curing my liberty, and a reference of the consi-
“ deration of my release, are such, as I now find
¢ that in building upon your lordship’s noble nature
“ and friendship, I have bullt upon the rock, where
“ neither winds nor waves can cause overthrow. I
“ humbly pray your lordship to accept from me
“ such thanks as ought to come from him whom you
“ have much comforted in fortune, and much more
“ comforted in shewing your love and affection to
“ him ; of which also L have heard by my Lord Falk-
“ land, Sir Edward Sackville, Mr. Matthews, und
“ otherways.

“ I have written, as my duty was, to his majesty
“ thanks touching the same, by the letter here put
¢ into your noble hands.

“ 1 have made also, in that letter, an offer to his
“ majesty of my service, for bringing into better
“ order and frame the laws of Lngland: the decla-
“ ration whereof I have left with Sir Edward Sack-
“ ville, because it were no good manners to clog his
“ majesty, at this time of triumph and recreation,
“ with a business of this nature ; so as your lordship
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- “ may be pleased to call for it to Sir Edward Sack-
“ ville when you think the time seasonable.

“I am bold likewise to present your lordship
“ with a book of my ¢ History of King Henry the
“ Seventh.’ And now that, in summer was twelve
““ months, I dedicated a book to his majesty ; and
“ this last summer, this book to the prince; your
“lordship’s turn is next, and this summer that
“ cometh (if I live to it) shall be yours. I have
“ desired his majesty to appoint me the task, other-
“ wise I shall use my own choice; for this is the
“ best retribution I can make to your lordship.
“ God prosper you. T rest

“ Your lordship’s most obliged friend
« and faithful servant,
“ Fr. ST. ALBAN.
“ Gorhambury, this 20th of March, 1621.”

On September 5, 1621, Bacon in a letter to the
Marquiss of Buckingham, says, “ I am much fallen
“ in love with a private life ; but yet I shallso spend
“ my time, as shall not decay my abilities for use.”

On the 8th of October, 1621, he wrote the fol-
lowing letter to the king.

“ It may please your most excellent majesty,—
“1 do very humbly thank your majesty for your
“ gracious remission of my fine. I can now,I thank
“ God and you, dic, and make a will.

« T desire to do, for thelittle time God shall
« gsend me life, like the merchants of London, which,
« when they give over trade, lay out their money
« upon land. So, being freed from civil business, I
“ lay forth my poor talent upon those things, which
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“ may be perpetual, still having relation to do yov
“ honour with those powers I have left.

“ I have therefore chosen to write the reign !
“ King Henry the Seventh, who was in a sort yout
« forerunner, and whose spirit, as well as his blood
“1s doubled upon your majesty.

“ I durst not have presumed to intreat your
“ majesty to look over the book, and correct it, or 8¢
“least to signify what you would have amended:

“ But since you are pleased to send for the book, ]
“ will hope for it.

“ God knoweth, whether ever I shall see you
“againi but I will pray for you to the last gasps
“ resting * the same, your true beadsman,

“ Fr. St. ALBAN.”
“ QOctober 8, 1621.”

During the progress of the work, considerable
expectation was excited respecting the history-
Rawley in his life of Bacon, says, « His fame i8
“ greater, and sounds louder, in foreign parts abroad,
“ than at home, in his own nation. Thereby verify-
“ ing that divine sentence ; a prophet is not without
“ honour, save in his own country, and in his own
“ house. Concerning which, I will give you s taste
“ only, out of a letter written from Italy, (the store-
“ house of refined wits,) to the late Earl of Devon-
“ shire ; then the Lord Cavendish. I will expect the
“ new Essays of my Lord Chancellor Bacon, as als®
“ his history, with a great deal of desire ; and what
“ socver else, he shall compose. But in particular, of
“ his history, I promise myself, a thing perfect, and
. e

* Note. 'This passage has a line drawn over it.
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“ singular; especially in Henry the Seventh, where
«he may exercise the talent of his divine under-
* standing.”

After the completion of the work, there scems
to have been a demur with respect to its publication,
in a letter from Sir Thomas Meautys,* he says,
“ May it please your lordship, I have been at-
“ tending upon my lord marquiss’ minutes for the
“ signing of the warrant.”

The letter then continues, and, in the conclusion,
says, “ Your books are ready, and passing well
“ bound up. If your lordship’s letters to the king,
“ prince, and my lord marquiss were ready, I think
“ it were good to lose no time in their delivery ; for
“ the printer’s fingers itch to be selling.”

It scems by the following letter, that there was
another letter from Sir Thomas Meautys complain-
ing of this demur.

“ Good Mr. Meautys, for the difference of the
“ warrant, it is not material at the first. But I may
“ not stir till I have it; and therefore I expect it
“ to-morrow.

“ For my Lord of London’s stay, there may be
“ an error in my book ; but I am sure there is none
“ in me, since the king had it threc months by him,
“and allowed it: if there be any thing to be
“ mended, it is better to be espied now than here-
“ after. '

“] send you the copies of the three letters,
“ which you have, and, in mine own opinion, this

* Birch, 310,
vor., 3,
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“ demur, as you term it, in my Lord of London,”
“ maketh it more necessary than before, that th‘fyﬂ
“were delivered, specially in regard they contall
“ withal my thanks. It may be signified they were
“ sent before I knew of any stay ; and being but 1P
“ those three hands, they are private enough. But
- “ this Ileave merely at your discretion, resting your
‘“ most affectionate and assured friend,

« FRr. St. ALBAN.”
“ March 21, 16217,

It was published in folio, in the year 1622, The
following is a copy of the title page.
The
Historie
Of the Raigne
Of King
Henry
The Seventh
Written
By the Right Honourable
Francis
Lord Verulam, Viscount
St. Alban.

London,
Printed by W. Stransby for Matthow
Lownes, and William
Barret.

1622.

e

* Dr, George Mountain.

]
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He sent copies of the history, to the Queen of
Bohemia, and to the Bishop of Lincoln, Dr. Williams,
his successor.

“ To the Queen of Bohemia.
*“ It may please your Majesty,

*I find in books, and books I dare alledge to
“ your majesty in regard of your singular ability to
“read and judge of them even above your sex, that
‘it is accounted a great bliss for a man to have
“ leisure with honour. That was never my fortune,
“nor is. For time was, I had honour without
“leisure ; and now I have leisure without honour.
“ And I cannot say so neither altogether, consider-
“ing there remain with me the marks and stamp
“of the king’s, your father’s, grace, though I
“ go not for so much in value as I have done.
“ But my desire is now to have leisure without
“ loitering, and not to become an abbey-lubber,
“as the old proverb was, but to yield some fruit
“of my private life. Having therefore written
“ the reign of your majesty’s famous ancestor, King
« Henry the Seventh, and it having passed the file
« of his Majesty’s judgment, and been graciously
“ glso accepted of the prince, your brother, to whom
“ it is dedicated, I could not forget my duty so far
“ to your excellent majesty, to whom, for that I
¢ know and have heard, I have been at all times so
“ much bound, as you are ever present with me,
« both in affection and admiration, as not to make
% unto you, in all humbleness, a present thereof, as
« now being not able to give you tribute of any ser-
“vice. If King Henry the Seventh were alive again,
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“ 1 'hope verily he could not be so angry with me
“ for not flattering him, as well pleased in sceing
“ himself so truly described in colours, that will last
“and be believed, I most humbly pray your
“ majesty graciously to accept of my good-will';
“ and so, with all reverence, kiss your hands, pray-
“ing to God above, by his divine and most benign
“ providence, to conduct your affairs to happy issue’
“ and resting

“ Your majesty’s most humble and devoted servant,

o “ TR, ST, ALBAN.”
“ April 20, 1622.”

“ To the Lord Viscount St. Alban.
“ My very good Lord,
“'T have received, by this bearcr, the privy seal
« for the survey of coals, which I will lay aside until
« 1 shall hear further from my lord steward, and
“ the rest of the lords.
“T am ready to do as much as your lordship
“ desireth, in keeping Mr. Cotton off from the vio-
“lence of those creditors : only himself is, as yet,
“ wanting in some particular directions. ‘
“ | heartily thank your lordship for your book;
“ and all other symbols of your love and affection,
« which I will endeavour, upon all opportunitics, to
*“ deserve : and, in the mean time, do rest
*“ Your lordship’s assured faithful
“ poor friend and servant,

¢ Jo. Lincorn, C.8.”
Westminster College, this 7th of February, 1622.
To the Right Honourable his very good Lord,

the Lord Viscount St. Alban.
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In a letter, written in the year 1622, to the
Bishop of Winchester, and prefixed, in the nature
of a dedication, to his dialogue touching a holy
war, he says, « having in the work of my ¢ Instaura-
“tion’ had in contemplation the general good of
“men in their very being, and the dowries of na-
“ture; and in my work of laws, the general good
“ of men likewise in society, and the dowries of
¢ government ; I thought in duty I owed somewhat
“ unto my own country, which I ever loved; inso-
“ much as although my place hath been far above
“my desert, yet my thoughts and cares concerning
“ the good thercof were beyond, and over, and
“ above my place: so now being, as I am, no more
“ gble to do my country service, it remained unto
“ me to do it honour: which I have endeavoured to
“ do in my work of the reign of King IIenry the
“ Scventh.”

Soon after the publication, he expresses his
anxiety that the history should be translated into
Latin. In aletter to Mr. Tobie Matthew, he says,
“ It is truc, my labours are now most set to have
“ those works, which I had formerly published, as
“ that of Advancement of Learning, that of Henry
“ the Seventh, that of the Essays, being retractate,
‘ and made more perfect, well translated into Latin
“ by the help of some good pens, which forsake me
“not. For these modern languages will, at one
« {ime or other, play the bankrupts with books : and
« gsince I have lost much time with this age, 1 would
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“be glad, as God shall give me leave, to recover it
“ with posterity.”

In the year 1627, this history was published in
French.* In 1629, there was a new edition in
English. In 1638, an edition in Latin was pub-
lished by Dr. Rawley; and the press has since
abounded with editions.$

Such was the progress of the history of Henry the
Seventh.

In the composition, Lord Bacon seems to have
laboured with some anxiety.

Aubrey, in his Anecdotes, says, “ about his time,
“ and within his view, were borne all the wits that
“ could honour a nation or help study. He came
“ often to St. John Danvers at Chelsey. Sir John
“told me that when his lordship had wrote the
“ history of Henry the Seventh, he sent the manu-
“ script copy to him to desire his opinion of it
“ before *twas printed. Qd Sir John, your lordship
“ knows that I am no scholar. 'Tis no matter, said
“my lord, T know what a scholar can say ; I would
“ know what you can say. Sir John read it, and
¢ gave his opinion what he misliked (which T am

* 8vo. Paris, Par Holman, of which there is a copy in the
British Museum,

t In 1641, and in 1647, and in 1662; and in the British
Museum there is a MS, (Sloan’s collection, 84,) cntitled Notes,
taken out of his history of the reign of Henry Seventh : and
another MS. Harleian, vol. 2, of Catalogue 300, entitled Notes

of Henry Seventh’s reign, set down in MS. by the Lord Chan-
~cellor Bacon.
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“ sorry I have forgot) which my lord acknowledged
“ to be true, and mended it. ¢ Why,’ said he, ‘a
“ scholar would never have told me this.’”
And it appears by a letter from his faithful friend,
Sir Thomas Meautys, that the king did correct the
manuscript. The letter is dated January 7, 1624
and directed ¢ To the Lord Viscount St. Alban.”
It contains the following passage.

“ Mr. Murray tells me, the king hath given your
“ book to my Lord Brooke, and injoined him to read
“ it, recommending it much to him: and then my
“ Lord Brooke is to return it to your lordship; and
“s0 it may go to the press, when your lordship
“ pleases, with such amendments, as the king hath
“ made, which 1 have seen, and are very few, and
“ those rather words, as epidemic, and mild instead
“ of debonnaire, &c. Only that of persons attainted,
“ enabled to serve in parliament by a bare reversal
“ of their attainder, the king by all mcans will have
¢ left out. I met with my Lord Brooke, and told
“ him that Mr. Murray had directed me to wait upon
“ him for the book, when he had done with it. He
« desired to be spared this week, as being to him a
«“ week of much business; and the next week 1
¢ should have it: and he ended in a compliment,
“ that care should be taken, by all mcans, for good
“ ink and paper to print it in; for that the book de-
s gerveth it. I beg leave to kiss your lordship’s
¢ hands.”

But notwithstanding this labour end anxicty,
the work is perhaps an illustration of Archbishop
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Tenison’s observation upon Dr. Playfer's attempt
to translate the *“ Advancement of Learning.”

“ Men generally come short of themselves when
“they strive to outdo themselves. They put 8
“ force upon their natural genius, and, by straining
“of it, crack and disable it.”

If however in the history of Henry the Seventh,
it is vain to look for the vigour or beauty Wit_h
which the Advancement of Learning abounds if
there is not such nervous language as « the honest
“and just bounds of observation by one persont
“upon another, extend no farther but to under-
“stand him sufficiently whereby not to give him
“ offence, or whereby to be able to give him faithful
““ counsel, or whereby to stand upon reasonable
‘¢ guard and caution in respect of a man’s self: bub
“* to be speculative into another man, to the end t0
“ know how to work him, or wind him, or gover®
“ him, proceedeth from a heart that is double and
“ cloven, and not entire and ingenuous.”

If there is not such beauty as “ men haveentered
“into a desire of learning and knowledge, some-
“ times upon a natural curiosity, and inquisitive
“ appetite; sometimes to entertaia their minds with
“ varicty and delight ; sometimes for ornament and
‘“reputation; and sometimes ecnable them tO
“ victory of wit and contradiction; and most times
“ {or luere and profession ; and seldom sincerely to
“ give a true account of their gift of rcason, to the
“ benefit and use of men: as if there were sought

“ in knowledgo a couch, whereupon to rest a search-
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“ing and restless spirit; or a tarrasse for a
“ wandering and variable mind to walk up and
“ down with a fair prospect ; or a tower of state, for
“a proud mind to raise itself upon; or a fort or
“ commanding ground, for strife and contention ; or
“ a shop, for profit or sale ; and not a rich storehouse,

“ for the glory of the Creator, and the relief of man's
“ estate.”

If the intricacies of a court are neither disco-
vered nor illustrated with the same happiness as
the intricacies of philosophy,  because the distribu-
“ tions and partitions of knowledge are not like
“ several lines that meet in one angle, and so touch
“ but in a point; but are like branches of a tree,
« that mcet in a stem, which hath a dimension and
“ quantity of entireness and continuance, before it
“ come to discontinue and break itself into arms
“ and boughs; therefore it is good, before we enter
“ into the former distribution, to erect and consti-
“ tute onc universal science, by the name of ¢ Phi-
« Josophia Prima,’ primitive or summary philosophy,
« g5 the main and common way, before we come
“ where the ways part and divide themselves.”

« ¢ That it be a receptacle for all such profita-
““ ble obscrvations and axioms a fall not within the
“ compass of any of the special parts of philosophy
« or sciences, but are more common and of a higher
“ stage. Isnotthe precept of a musician, to fall from
« 5 discord or harsh accord upon a concord or sweet
« aecord, alike true in affection!  1s not the trope of
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“ music, to avoid or slide from the close or cadence;
“ common with the trope of rhetoric of deceiving
“ expectation? Is not the delight of the quavering
“ upon a stop in music the same with the playing of
“ light upon the water.” |

If in a work written when the author Wwa8
more than sixty years of age, and if, after
the vexations and labours of a professional and
political life, the varicties and sprightliness of youth-
ful imagination, are not to be found, yet the pecu~
liar properties of his mind may easily be traced, and
the stateliness of the edifice be discovered from the
magnificence of the ruins. His vigilance in record-
ing every fact tending to alleviatc misery, or to
promote happiness, is noticed by Bishop Sprat in his
history of the Royal Socicty, where he says « I shall
“ instance in the sweating-sickness. The medicine
¢ for it was almost infallible : but, before that could
“ be generally published, it had almost dispeopled
“ whole towns, If the same discase should have re-
“ turned, it might have been again as destructive,
“ had not the Lord Bacon taken care, to set down
“ the particular course of physic for it, in his history
“ of Henry the Seventh, and so put it beyond the
“ possibility of any private man’s invading it.”

And his account of the same calamity * contains an
allusion to his favourite doctrine of vital spirit, of
which the philosophy is explained in his history of
Life and Death, and illustrated in his fable of Pro-

* Page 114 of this volume.
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serpine in the Wisdom of the Ancients*, and which
i3 thus stated in his Sylva Sylvarum:

“ The knowledge of man, hitherto, hath been
““ determined by the view, or sight; so that whatso-
“ ever is invisible, either in respect of the fineness of
the body itself; or the smallness of the parts; or
of the subtilty of the motion, is little inquired.
And yet these be the things that govern nature
principally ; and without which, you cannot make
any trae analysis and indication of the procecdings
of nature. The spirits or pneumaticals, that are in
all tangible bodies, are scarce known. Sometimes
they take them for vacuum; whereas they are
the most active of bodies. Somectimes they take
them for air; from which they differ exccedingly,
as much as wine from water; and as wood from
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“ carth. Somectimes they will have them to be
“ natural heat, or a portion of the clement of fire;
whercas some of them are erude, and cold.  And
sometimes they will have themn to be the virtues
and qualities of the tangible parts, which they see ;
whereas they are things by themselves. And then,
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when they come to plants, and living creatures,
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they call them souls.  And such superficial specu-
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lations they have; like prospectives, that shew
things inward, when they are but paiutings.
Neither is this a question of words, but infinitely
material in nature. For spirits are nothing clse
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“ but a natural body, rarified to a proportion, and
“ included in the tangible parts of bodies, as in 8%
“integument. And they be no less differing one
“ from the other, than the dense or tangible parts’
“ and they are in all tangible bodics whatsocve!s
“ more or less; and they are never (almost) at rest
“and from them, and their motions, prmcll""uy
“ proceed arefaction, colliquation, concoction, matu-
“ ration, putrefaction, vivification, and most of the:
“ effects of nature.”

One of his maxims of government for the enlarge-
ment of the bounds of empire is to be found in his"
comment upon the ordinance.* * That all houses of -
“ husbandry, that were used with twenty acres of
«“ ground and upwards, should be maintained and
“ kept up for ever; together with a competent pro-
“ portion of land to be-used and occupied with
“them ;” and which is thus stated in the treatise
“ De Augmentis” which was published in the year
1623. « Let states and kingdoms that aim at great-
“ ness by all means take heed how the nobility, and
“ grandees, and that those which we call gentlemen, -
“ multiply too fast; for that makes the common-
“ subject grow to be a peasant and base swain driven
“ out of heart, and in effect nothing clse but the
“ noble man’s bond-slaves and labourers. 1iven as
“ you may sce in coppice-wood, if you leave your:

studdles too thick, you shall never have clean un-
“ derwood, but shrubs and bushes

: 5o 1n a country,

¥ Mee page 235.
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“ if the nobility be too many, the commons will be
“ base and heartless, and you will bring it to that,
“that not the hundredth pole will be. fit for an
“ helmet ; especially as to the infantry, which is the
“nerve of an army; and so there will be great po-
“ pulation and little strength. This which I speak
““ of hath been in no nation more clearly confirmed
“than in the examples of England and France,
“ whereof England, though far inferior in territory
‘“ and population, hath been nevertheless always an
“ overmatch in arms; in regard the middle-people
“ of England make good soldiers, which the peasants
“ of France do not. And herein the device of Henry
“the Seventh King of England (whereof I have
- “ spoken largely in the history of his life) was pro-

“ found and admirable, in making farms and houses
“ of husbandry of a standard; that is maintained
“ with such a proportion of land unto them, as may
“ breed a subject to live in convenient plenty, and
“ to keep the plough in the hands of the owners, or
“ at least usu-fructuary, and not hirelings and mer-
« cenaries ; and thus a country shall merit that cha-
s racter whereby Virgil expresses ancient Italy, -

« Terra potens Armis, atque uberc Glebd.”

His love of familar illustration is to be found in
various parts of the history, speaking of the commo-
tion by the Cornish men in behalf of the impostor
Perkin Warbeck,* he says ¢ The course he held to-
« wards the rebels, it was utterly differing from his

* Page 331,
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“ former custom and practice : which was ever full
“of forwardness and celerity to make head agﬂiﬂst
“ them, or to set upon them as soon as ever they
“were in action. This he was wont to do. BUb
“now, besides that he was attempered by years, and
“ less in love with dangers, by the continued fruitio?
“of acrown; it was a time when the various 2p”
 pearance to his thoughts of perils of several n8-
“ tures and from divers parts, did make him judge
“it his best and surest way, to keep his strength t0~
“ gether in the seat and centre of his kingdom: a¢”
“ cording to the ancient Indian emblem, in such 8
“ swelling season, to hold the hand upon the middle
“ of the bladder, that no side might rise.” And agails
“ All this while the rebellion of Cornwall, where-
“ of we have spoken, seemed to have no relation 0
“ Perkin ; save that perhaps Perkin’s proclamation
“ had stricken upon the right vein, in promising t0
“ lay down exactions and payments, and so had made
“ them now and then have a kind thought on Perkin-
“ But now these bubbles by much stirring began t0
“ meet, as they use to do upon the top of water.*
And his kind nature and holy feeling appear in his
account of the conquest of Granada, 1+ < Some-
“what about this time came lotters from
“ Ferdinando and Isabella, King and Queen of
“ Spain ; signifying the final conquest of Granads
“ from the Moors; which action, in itself so worthys
“ King Ferdinando, whose manner was never to 1ose

P

* Page 266, + Page 345.
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““ any virtue for the shewing, had expressed and dis-
“ played in his letters at large, with all the particu-
“larities and religious punctos and ceremonies, that
“were observed in the reception of that city and
“kingdom: shewing, amongst other things, that
“ the king would not by any means in person enter
“the city, until he had first aloof seen the cross set
““up upon the greater tower of Granada, whereby
“it became Christian ground. That likewise, be-
“ fore he would enter, he did homage to God above,
“ pronouncing by an herald from the height of that
“ tower, that he did acknowledge to have recovered
“ that kingdom by the help of God Almighty, and
“ the glorious Virgin, and the virtuous Apostle Saint
“ James, and the holy father Innocent the Eighth,
“ together with the aids and services of his prelates,
“ nobles, and commons. That yet he stirred not
“ from his camp till he had seen a little army of
“martyrs, to the number of seven hundred and
¢« more Christians that had lived in bonds and ser-
“ vitude, as slaves to the Moors, pass before his eyes,
“ singing a psalm for their redemption.”

HISTORY O HENRY VIII.

Of this tract Archbishop Tenison says, ¢ the
“ Second is, the fragment of the History of Henry
“the Eighth, printed at the cnd of his lordship’s
“ miscellany works, of which the best edition is that
“in quarto, in the year 1629. This work he un-
“ dertook, upon the motion of King Charles the
¢ Tirst, but (a greater king not lending him time)
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.o . : 4
“he only began it ; for that which we have of it, W8
“ (it seems) but one morning’s work.”

This tract is thus noticed in his letters.

To the Marquis of Buckingham.
‘ Excellent Lord,

“ Though your lordship’s absence fall out m‘an
“ill time for myself; yet because I hope in GO
“ this noble adventure will make your lordship ®
“rich return in honour, abrond and at home, an
“ chiefly in the inestimable treasure of the love 8
“ trust of that thrice-excellent prince; 1 confes’
“Tam so glad of it, as T could not abstain from
“ your lordship’s trouble in seeing it expressed bY
“ these few and hasty lines.

“1 beseech your lordship, of your noblenes?
“ vouchsafe to present my most humble duty to hif
** highness, who, I hope, ere long will make me leﬂ‘fe
“ King Henry the Eighth, and set me on work i
“ relation of his highness’s adventures.

“ I very humbly kiss your lordship’s hands, resting
“ ever

”
“Your lordship’s most obliged friend and servant:
‘ February 21, 1622.”

To the Prince.

“ It may please your excellent highness,

“ 1 send your highness, in all humbleness, my bo?k
“ of Advancement of Learning, translated into Latin

“ but soinlarged, as it may go for a new work. It is®
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“book, I think, will live, and be a citizen of the
“ world, as English books are not. Tor Henry the
“ Eighth, to deal truly with your highness, I did so
“ despair of my health this summer, as I was glad
“ to choose some such work, as 1 might compass
“ within days; so far was I from entering into a
“ work of length. Your highness's return hath
“ been my restorative. When I shall wait upon your
“ highness, I shall give you a farther account. So
¢ T most humbly kiss your highness’s hands, resting
“ Your highness’s most devoted servant.
“I would (as I wrote to the duke in Spain) I
““ could do your highness’s journey any honour with
“my pen. It began like a fable of the poets; but
“ it deserveth all in a piece a worthy narration.”

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

The first letter upon this subject is
“ To the Lord Chancellor, touching the History of

¢ Britain,

“ It may pleasc your good Lordship,

« Some late act of his majesty, referred to some
« former speech which I have heard from your lord-
“ ship, bred in me a great desire, and the strength
« of desire n boldness to make an humble proposi-
“tion to your lordship, such as in me can be no
“ better than a wish: but if your lordship should
« gpprehend it, it may take some good and worthy
«offect. The act I speak of, is the order given by
“]jis majesty for the crection of a tomb or monu-

YOL. 3. d
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“ ment for our late sovereign Queen Elizabeth :*
“ wherein I may note much, but only this at d‘is
“ time, that as her majesty did always right to h®
“ majesty’s hopes, so his highness doth in all thing®
“ right to her memory ; a very just and princely Y€
“ tribution. But from this occasion, by a very e"s,y
“ ascent, I passed farther, being put in mind, by th's
“ representative of her person, of the more true an

“ more vive representation, which is of her life and
“ government : f{or as statues and pictures are dumb
“ histories, so historics are speaking pictures ; wheré”
“in if my affection be not too great, or my reading
“ too small, T am of this opinion, that if Plutarch
“were alive to write lives by parallels, it would
“ trouble him both for virtue and fortune, to find
“ for her a parallel amongst women, And though
“ she was of the passive sex, yet her government
“ was so active, as, in my simple opinion, it made
“ more impression upon the several states of Jurop®
“ than it received from thence. But I confess unt®
“ your lordship T could not stay here, but went &
“little farther into the consideration of the times
“ which have passed since King Henry VIII;
“ wherein I find the strangest variety, that in 80
“ little number of successions of any hereditary mo~
“narchy hath ever been known. The reign of
“child ; the offer of an usurpation, though it w8

e

“* The monument herc spoken of was erected in King
“ Henry VIls chapel at Westminster, in the year 1606.”
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* but as a diary aguc ; the reign ofa lady married to
* a foreigner ; and the reign of alady solitary and
“ unmarried ; so that as it cometh to pass in massy
““bodies, that they have certain trepidations and
““ wavering beforc they fix and settle ; so it scemeth
“ that by the providence of God this monarchy, be-
“ fore it was to scttle in his majesty, and his gene-
“ rations, in which I hope it is now established for
“ ever, hath had these prelusive changes in these
* barren princes. Necither could I contain myself
“ here, as it is casier for a man to multiply than to
“stay a wish, but calling to remembrance the un-
 worthiness of the history of England,* in the
“ main continuance .thereof ; and the partiality and

« % The unworthiness of the history of England hath been
“long complained of by ingenious men, both of this and other
« nations, Sir Francis Bacon hath expressed himself much to the
« same effect, though more at large in his sccod book of the
“ Advancement of Learning : where he carries this period of re-
“ markable events somewhat higler than in this letter, begin-
“ ning with the union of the roses under Henry V1L and end-
“ ing with the union of the kingdoms under King James. A
¢ portion of time filled with so great and variable accidents
« both in chureh and state, and since so well discovered to the
« view of the world, that had other parts the same performance,
« we should not longer lic under any reproach of this kind.,
“ The reign of King Henry VIL was written by ourauthor soon
« after his retirement, with so great beauty of style, and wisdom
« of observation, that nothing can be more entertaining; the
¢ truth of history not being disguised with the false colours of
« romance. 1L was so acceptable to the P, of Walcs, that when
« he became king, he commanded him to proceed with the reign
« of King Henry Vv11l. But my Lord Bacon meditating the his-
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“ obliquity of that of Scotland, in the latest and
“largest author* that I have seen: I conceived
“it would be honour for his majesty, and a work
““ very memorable, if thig island of Great Britain, 8
““ it is now joined in monarchy for the ages to comeé
““ 50 it were joined in history for the times past: a0

“that one just and complete history were COmPﬂed
“of both nations. And if any man perhaps sholl'ld
“ think it may refresh the memory of former d}s—
* cords, he may satisfy himsell with the verse ¢ olim
“ heee meminisse Juvabit ¥ for the case being noY

e
“ tory of nature, which he hard'y lived to publish; his ill state
* of health, and succeeding death, put an cnd to this and othef
*““ noble designs ; leaving the ceclesiastical and civil affairs ©
“those times o he related by the learned pens of Dr. Burneb
““ notwithstanding the objections of the-avowed enemics, 20

““ seeming friends to the reformation, and the Lord Herbert 0
“ Cherbury; that I think there is not much of moment to be ¢X”
“pected from a future hand. Aud for the annals of Quee?
¢ Llizabeth compiled by My, C

amden, theesteem of them is 88
“universal as the language in whigh they are written. Nor
 must I forgetin this place to take notice of two fair and large
“ volumes latcly published in Freneh by Monsicur de Larrey s
‘ where building upon the foundations laid by these gen”
* tlemen, and some other memoirs, he hath not forgotten to do
“ much honour to the English nation . beginning his history
“ ulso with HenryVIL”  Stephens.

“* This 1 take to be meant of Buchanan’s history of Scot
“land; a book wmuch admired by some, though censured DY
* many, for his partiality in favour of the Lords, against Mary
* Quecn of the Scots, and the regal power. In other respcc‘!s'
‘¢ Archbishop Spotswood informs us that he penned it with

] QO
“such judgment and cloquence, as no country can shew
‘“ better.”  Stephens.
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“ altered, it is matter of comfort and gratulation to
““ remember former troubles. Thus much, if it may
“ please your lordship, is in the optative mood ; and
‘it is time that 1 did look a little into the potential ;
“ wherein the hope which I conceived was grounded
“ upon three observations. The first, the nature of
““ these times, which flourish in learning, both of art
“and language ; which giveth hope not only that
“it may be done, but that it may be well done.
“ Secondly, I do see that which all the world sees in
“ his majesty, both a wonderful judgment in learn-
“ ing, and a singular affection towards learning, and
* works which are of the mind more than of the hand.
“ For there cannot be the like honour sought and
“ found, in building of galleries,* and planting of
“ elms along high-ways, and in those outward or-
“ naments, wherein France is now so busy, things
“ rather of magnificence than of magnanimity, as
“ there is in the uniting of states,} pacifying of con-
“ troversies,] nourishing and augmenting of learn-
“ ing and arts, and the particular actions appertain-
“ing to these; of which kind Cicero judged truly,
“ when he said to Cesar, ¢ Quantum operibus tuis
« detruhet vetustas, tantum addet landibus” And

“ * The magnificent gallery at the Louvre in Paris, built
“ by Henry IV,”

‘¢ 4 The union of England and Scotland.”

¢ 1 The conference at Hampton Court held between the
¢ bishops and puritans, as they were then called, soon after the
« king's coming 1o the crown of England, and where his ma-
“ jesty was the moderator” Stephens.
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“ Jastly, I call to mind, that your lordship at somn€
“ times hath been pleased o express unto me &
““ great desire, that something of this nature should
“be performed; answerable indeed to your other
“noble and worthy courses and actions : joinin.g'
“ and adding unto the great services towards M8
“ majesty, which have, in small compass of times
“been performed by your lordship, other great de-
“servings both of the Church and commonwealths
“ and particulars ; so as the opinion of so great and
““ wise a man doth seem to me a good warrant both
“ of the possibility and worth of the matter. But
“ all this while I asure myself, T cannot be mistaken
“ by your lordship, as if I sought an office or em-
“ ployment for myself; for no man knows better
“ than your lordship, that if there were in me any
“ faculty thereunto, yet neither my course of life
“ nor profession would permit it ; but because there
“ be 50 many good painters both for hand and co-
“Jours, it needeth but encouragement and instruc-
“ tions to give life unto it.  So in all humbleness I
“ conclude my presenting unto your lordship this
“ wish; which, if it perish, it is but a loss of that
“ which is not.  And so eraving pardon that I have
““ taken so much time from your lordship, I remain—

The next letter is R
“To the King, upon scnding unto him a beginning

“of the History of his Majesty’s times.
“ It may please your Majesty,

““ Hearing that your Majesty is at leisure to pe-

“ ruse story, a desire took me to make an cxperiment
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“ what I could do in your majesty's times, which
“ being but a leaf or two, I pray your pardon, if I
“ send it for your recreation; considering that love
“ must-creep where it cannot go. But to these I
“ add thesc petitions: First, that if your majesty do
“ dislike any thing, you would conceive I can amend
‘it upon your least beck. Next, that if 1 have not
“ spoken of your majesty encomiastically, your ma-
“ jesty would be pleased only to ascribe it to the
“ law of an history ; which doth not cluster together
“ praises upon the first mention of a name, but ra-
“ ther disperseth and weaveth them through the
“ whole narrative, And as for the proper place of
 commemoration, which is in the period of life, I
“ pray God I may never live to write it. Thirdly,
“ that the reason why I presumed to think of this
“ oblation, was because whatsoever my disability be,
« yet I shall have that advantage which almost no
“ writer of history hath had; in that I shall write
“ of times not only since I could remember, but since
« I could observe. And lastly, that it is only for
“ your majesty’s reading.”

Of this tract Archbishop Tenison says, © This
“was oan essay, seut to King James, whose
“ times it considered. A work worthy his pen, had
« he proceeded in it; sceing (as he saith) he should
“ have written of times, not only since he could re-
« member, but since he could observe ; and by way
« of introduction, of times, as he further noteth, of
« strange variety : the reign of a child: the offer of
« usurpation by the Lady Jane, thoughit were but as
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‘“a diary ague; the reign of o lady married to ?
« foreigner, and the reign of a lady solitary and U
“ married. ‘ .
“ His lordship, who had given such proof of 1
¢ gkill in writing an History of England, leaving the
“ world, to the unspeakable loss of the learned P&
“of it; hig late majesty, a great favourer of that
“ work, and wise in the choice of fit workmen, €%”
“ couraged Sir Henry Wotton to endeavour its PY
“his royal invitation, and a pension of 5004 pef
“ annum, This proposal was made to that excel”
“ lent man, in his declining years; and he died afte’
“the finishing some short characters of some fe¥

“kings; which characters are published in h®
« Remains,

STATE OF EUROPE,

This tract is supposed by Mallet to have beed
the first work written by Lord Bacon, and to havé
been written about the year 1580, when he was be”
tween 19 and 20 years of age : —becausc it states”
“that Henry IIL of TFrance was then 80 yeors
old: now that king began his reign in 1576,

the age of 24 years, so that Bacon was then 19.”
How far this evidence is satisfactory,

may be col-
lected from other parts

of the same tract. [t Snyss
“ Gregory XIIL of the age of 70 years:"—but

Gregory XIIL was 70 years old in the year 1579‘3’
when he was clected Pope, so that according to this
reasoning, it might be inferred that it was written
when Bacon was 19 years of age. In another part
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of the tract it states, * The King of Spain, Philip,
son to Charles the Fifth, about 60 years of age:”
but he was born on the 21st of May, 1527, so that
he was 60 years old in 1587, when Bacon was be-
tween 16 and 17 years old.—The Author of Bacon's
Life in the Biographia Britannica, from these differ-
ent dates, concludes that the tract was written at
different periods of time, beginning, as he must sup-
pose, when Bacon was quite a boy: but, as it was
not necessary for the purposes of this tract that the
ages of the different monarchs should be ascertained
with great precision, it is, perhaps, not probable that
they were accurately cxamined, and the only fair
inference is that it was written at a very carly period
of his life.®

The same author says, “ But what is extremely
« remarkable in this small treatise, is the care and ac-
« earacy with which he has set down most of the little
* princes in" Germany, with the state of their domi-
“nions.” This minute observation, however, extends’
to all his works: and of all the extraordinary pro-
perties of Bacon’s wonderful mind, his constant ob-
servation of what, we, in common parlance, call
trifles, appears to be one of the most extraordinary.
« See,” he says, « the little cloud upon glass or
« gems or blades of swords, and mark well the dis-
« charge of that cloud, and you shall perceive that

« * The tract says, ““ D. Antonio, elect King of Portugal, is
« now in France, where he hath levied soldiers, whereof part are
« ombarked, hoping to be restored again,”
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‘it ever breaks y

P first in the skirts, and last in tbe
“ midst.

May we not learn from this the force °
“ union, even in the least quantities and weakest
“ bodies, how much it conduceth to preservation °
“ the present form and the resisting of a new. 'In
“like manner, icicles, if there be water to follo¥
“ them, lengthen themsclyes out in a very Sle“def
“ thread, to prevent g discontinuity of the wate’’
“but if there be not a sufficient quantity to folloW’
“ the water then falls in round drops, which is th?
“ figure that best Supports it against discontinuation’
“ and at the very instant when the thread of water
“ ends, and the falling in drops begins, the water r?‘
* coils upwards to avoid being discontinued. S0
“metals, which are fluig upon fusion, though a little
“ tenacious, some of the mettled mass frcque“tly
“ springs up in drops, and sticks in that form to ﬂ,le
“sides of the crucible. There is a like instance ¥
“ the looking-glasses, commonly made of spittle by
“ children, in a loop of rush or whalchone, where W°
“find a consistent pellicule of water”  Possessing
this peculiar property himself, Bacon constantly ad-
monishes his readers of itg importance, « The ¢Y®
“ of the understanding, (he says,) is like the €ye
“of the sense: for as you may sce great object?
“ through small crannies or levels, so you may 5¢°
“ axioms of great nature through small and co™

“ temptible instances” And again, « it should b°

“ considered as an oracle, the saying of the poof

“woman to the haughty prince, who rejecte
“her petition ag 4 thing below his dignity 0
“ notice—* then cease to reign? for it is ce¥”
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“tain, that whoever will not attend to matters
“ because they are too minute or trifling, shall
“never obtain command or rule over nature.”
And again, “he who cannot contract the sight of
“ his mind as well as disperse and dilate it, wanteth
“a great faculty : for certainly this may be averred
“ for truth, that they be not the highest instances, that
“ give the best and surest information. This is not
“ unaptly expressed in the tale, so common, of the
“ philosopher, who while he gazed upward to the
“ stars fell into the water; for if he had looked
‘ down, he might have seen the stars in the water,
“ but looking up to heaven he could not see the
“ water in the stars. In like manner it often comes
“ to pass that small and mean things conduce more
“to the discovery of great matters, than great
“ things to the discovery of small matters; and
¢ therefore Aristotle notes well, that the nature of
“ every thing is best seen in its smallest portions.
“ Tor that cause he inquires the nature of a com-
“ monwealth, first in a family and the simple conju-
“« gations of society, man and wife; parcnts and
“ children ; master and servant, which are in every
“ cottage. So likewise the nature of this great city
“ of the world, and the policy thercof, must be
“ sought in every first concordances and least por-
« tions of things. So we sce that secret of nature
« (estcemed one of the great mysteries) of the
« turning of iron touched with a loadstone towards
“ the poles, was found out in needles of iron, not in

“ bars of iron.”
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BIOGRAPHY.

Of the importance of biography, Bacon speﬂ]f"
in his Advancement of Learning ;* concluding h,ls
remarks by saying, “Bona Fama propria posscsslo
“ defunctorum,” which possession I cannot but notér:
that in our times it lieth much waste and that there!®
there is a deficience. This deficience with l‘Csl’ect
to Elizaheth he was anxious to supply by the pub”
lication of his sentiments,  in Felicem Memoris™
“ Elizabethea :” but this publication secems to have yer
quired some caution, and to have been attende
with some difficulty. In 1605, Bacon thus SP‘)ke:A
““But for a tablet, or picture of smaller volum®”
“ (not presuming to speak of your majesty thut;’;
“ liveth,) in niy judgment the most excellent is th?t'
“ of Queen Elizabeth, your immediate predecessor n
“ this part of Britain; a princess that, if Plutare®
“ were now alive to write lives by parallels, woul
“ trouble him, I think, to find for her a parnue
“ amongst women. This lady was endued with
“ learning in her sex singular, and rarc even amongs®
“ masculine princes ; whether we speak of learning”
“ language, or of science, modern, or ancicnt, divk
“ pity or humanity : and unto the very lagt year O
““ her life she was accustomed to appoint set hou'®
“ for reading ; scarccly any young student in a1y
“ university more daily, or more duly. As for he?
‘ government, I assure myself, 1 shall not cxcec‘](i
“if I do affirm that this part of t]ic‘lﬁ_lia‘lild ncw

¥ .l;ugc 111.
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“ forty-five years of better times; and yet not
“ through the calmness of the season, but through
“ the wisdom of her regimen. Tor if there be con-
“ sidered of the one side, the truth of religion
* established, the constant peace and security, the
“ good administration of justice, the temperate use
“ of the prerogative, not slackened, nor much
“ strained, the flourishing state of learning, sortable
“ to so excellent a patroness, the convenient estate
“ of wealth and means, both of crown and subject, the
“ habit of obedience, and the moderation of discon-
“ tents; and there be considered, on the other side,
““ the differences of religion, the troubles of neigh-
“ bour countries, the ambition of Spain, and opposi-
‘“ tion of Rome : and then, that she was solitary and
“ of herself: these things, I say, considered, as I
“ could not have chosen an instance so recent and
so proper, so, 1 suppose, I could not have chosen
one more remarkable or eminent to the purpose
‘“now in hand, which is concerning the conjunction
“of learning in the prinece with felicity in the
“ people.™® So he wrote in the year 1605; but, about
the year 1612,  The King,” says Wilson, ¢ cast his
thoughts towards Peterborough, where his mother
lay, whom he caused to be translated to a magni-
ficent tomb, at Westminster. And (somewhat
suitable to her mind when she was living) she had
a translucent passage in the night, through the
city of London, by multitudes of torches: the ta-

€«

14

¥ See ante XX,
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pers placed by the tomb and the altar, in the f"?"
thedral, smoking with them like an offertory, Wi*
all the ceremonies, and voices, their quires 8"
copes could express, attended by many Pr"'lﬂte?
and nobles, who paid this last tribute to her Mm%
mory.”® Before this time Bacon had written M
essay in “ Felicem Memoriam Elizabethe,” Whi¢?
he sent to Sir George . Carew, whose de“t‘
M. De Thou laments, in a letter to Mr. Camde?
in the year 1613. The following is the letter to
Sir George Carew.} Being asked a question b
“ this bearer, an old servant of my brother Anthony
“ Bacon’s, whether T would command him 2%
“ thing into Trance; and being at better Jeisur®
“ than I would, in regard of sickness, I began t0 1€
“ member that neither your business nor mines
“ though great and continual, can be, upon an Ox“f’t
““ account, any just occasion why so much good-wll

“ as hath passed between us should be so much dis”
S e o et e e .-——-—-———-——/
* Wilson, .

“t 8ir George Carew, of Cornwall, was Master in Chancery "
“the time of queen Elizabeth; and in 1597 sent ambassadof
“into Poland ; and in 1606 went to the court of France with the
 like character. After ubout three years continuance, he wa#
“ recalled by the king to make use of his services at home bu®
“he survived not many years. M. De Thou in a letter to M
¢ Camden in 1613, very much laments his death; s losing ®

* friend he much valued, and an assistant in
¢rhis history:

A the prosccution ©
having received helps from him in that part whiclh
I3 N i .

relates to the dissentiong between the Poles and the Swedes 18

“ =4 " '
the year 1598, qs appears before the contents of book cxxi. ™
Stephens,
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“ continued as it hath been. And therefore, because
“ one must begin, I thought to provoke your re-
“ membrance of me by a letter: and thinking to
“ fill it with somewhat besides salutations, it came to
“ my mind, that this last summer vacation, by occa-
“sion of a factious book that endeavoured to verify
“ Misera Fosmina, the addition of the pope’s bull,
“ upon Queen Elizabeth, I did write a few lines in
“ her memorial, which I thought you would be
¢ pleased to read, both for the argument, and be-
“ causc you were wont to bear affection to my pen.
¢ Verum, ut aliud ex alio,” if it came handsomely to
“ pass, I would be glad the president De Thou, who
¢ hath written an history, as you know, of that fame
“ and diligence, saw it ; chiefly because T know not
« whether it may not serve him for some use in his
¢ story ; wherein I would be glad he did write to
“ the truth, and to the memory of that lady, as I
« perceive by that he hath already written he is well
« inclined to do. I would be glad also, it were
« some occasion, such as absence may permit, of
“ some acquaintance or mutual notice between us.
« For though he hath many ways the precedence,
“ chiefly in worth, yet this is common to us both,
“ that we serve our sovercigns in places of law emi-
“nent: and not ourselves only, but that our fa-
« thers did so before us. And lastly, that both of
¢« us love learning and liberal sciences, which was
¢« cyer a bond of friendship in the greatest distance
« of places.  But of this I make no farther request,
«(han your own occasions and respects, to me
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“ known, may further or limit; my principal pur-
“ pose being to salute you, and to send you this
“ token : whereunto I will add my very kind co™”
“ mendations to my lady; and so commit you both
“ to God’s holy protection.” 1
It scems probable that this tract was intende

for publication during the life of the king. It
says, “ Restant felicitates posthuma due, iis qu&?:
“ vivam comitabantur fere celsiores ¢’ augustiores )
‘““ una successoris, altera memorie. Nam success?”
““ rem sortita est eum, qui licet et mascula virtute.et
“ prole, et nova imperii accessione fastigium eJu‘S
“ excedat et obumbret; tamen et nomini et llon?r"
“ bus ¢jus faveat, et actis ¢jus quandam perpetult"'
“ tem donet: cum nec X . .sonarum delectu, N¢
“ ex institutorum ordine, quicquam magnopere MY
“ taverit: adeo ut raro filiug parenti, tanto silenti®
“ atque tam exigua mutatione et perturbatione s4¢”
“ cesserit.”* But it was not published during the life
of the author; and the praisc of Elizabeth, in the
Advancement of Learning, is wholly omitted, ﬂf‘d
certainly not for its want of beauty, in the treatisC
‘ De Augmentis,” published in 1623, where he 8ls?
omits the passage alrcady cited in this prefacc-"'
“Then the rcign of a queen matched with #
“ foreigner : then of a queen that lived solitary
“ and unmarried, and yet her government
“ masculine that it had greater impression op

/

* See page 468 of this volumne.
1 Ante page xi.
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“ operation upon the states abroad than it any ways
“ received from thence;” merely saying ¢ Rursus
regnum fremine solitariee et ceelibis.” Whatever
were the motives by which he was induced to sup-
press, for a time, the just praise of Elizabeth, he
ordered the publication in a will, which, he after-
wards cancelled, but, in all probability, after some
understanding with Dr. Rawley, that the publication
should appear, as it did, soon after his death. This
appears from Rawley’s account.* «I thought it
“fitting to intimate, that the discourse, within con-
“ tained, entitled, A Collection of the Felicities of
“ Queen Elizabeth; was written by his lordship
“1in Latin only : whereof, though his lords.ip had
« his particular ends then; yet in regard that I
“ held it a duty, that her own nation, over which
“she so happily reigned for many years, should
“ be acquainted and possessed with the virtues
‘“ of that excellent queen, as well as foreign na-
“ tions, I was induced, many years ago, to put
“the same into the English tongue; not ‘ad
“ yerbum,’ for that had been but flat and inju-
“ dicious; but, (as far, as my slender ability
“ could reach,) according to the expressions which
“1 conceived his lordship would have rendered
“ it in, if he had written the same in English: yet
“ever acknowledging that Zeuxes, or Apelles’
“ pencil could not be attained, but by Zeuxes, or

* Preface to the Resuscitatio,
VOL. 3, : e
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“ Apelles himself. This work, in the Latin, his
“ lordship so much affected, that he had ordaineds
“ by his last will and testament, to have had it pub”
“ lished many years since : but that singular persoﬂ
“ entrusted therewith, soon after deceased. AP
“ therefore it myst now expect a time to <O™
“ forth amongst his lordship’s other Latin work®
And Archbishop Tenison says,  the third is, » mem?
“ rial, entitled The Felicities of Queen Elizabett”
“ This was written by his lordship in Latin only-

d
“ person, of more good will thap ability, tmnslater
““ it into English, and called it in the singular, H"e
“ Felicity, But we have also g version, much mo

“ accurate and Judicious, performed by Docto*
“ Rawley, who wag pleased to take that labour up?"V
“ him, because he understood the value his lordsh'P
“ put upon this work ; for it was such, that I 2%
“ this charge given concerning it, in his last W

“ and testament, « Iy particular, I wish the C“IOgy.

“ which I writ, in < Felicom Memoriam Elizabeth®
“ may be published.’”

]

‘ LIVES OF THE C/ESARS.

Of these tracts Tenison says, “ the fifth iy
‘the Imago Civilis Julii Cosaris The sixth
“ ¢ Imago Civilis Augusti Cmsaris” Both of ther’
“ short personal characters, and not histories °
“ their empire : and written by his lordship in tho!
“ tongue, which in their times was at its height, 8"
“ became the language of the world, A while sin¢®

£6
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“ they were translated into English, and inserted
“ into the first part of the Resuscitation.”

In the few lines upon the character of Augustus
_Camsar, there is a maxim well deserving the deep
consideration of every young man of sensibility, apt
to be '

Misled by fancy’s meteor ray,
By passion driven:

And yet the light that leads astray,
Is light from heaven.

Bacon says,  those persons* which are of a tur-
« bulent nature or appetite, do commonly pass their
¢ youth in many errors; and about their middle,
¢« and then and not before, they shew forth their
« perfections; but those that are of a sedate and
¢ calm nature, may be ripe for great and glorious
« gctions in their youth.” The very same sentiment
which he expresses in his Essay on Youth and Age.
« Natures that have much heat, and great and
“ yiolent desires and perturbations, are not xipe for
“ getion till they have passed the meridian of .th.eir
“ years: as it was with Julius Ceesar and Septimius
« Severus; of the latter of whom it is said, ¢ juven-
“ tutem egit, erroribus, imo furoribus plenam ;’ and
« yet he was the ablest emperor, almost, of all the
« list : but reposed natures may do well in youth, a
« it ig seen in Augustus Cesar, Cosmus, duke of
« Florence, Gaston de Foix, and others.”

* Page 489.
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HENRY PRINCE OF WALES.

I have selected this piece of biography from t::
letters, and restored it to what appears to me to

its proper place. Of this a MS. may be found 1
the British Museum,
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Tue antiquities of the first age (except those we
find in sacred writ) were buried in oblivion and
silence : silence was succeeded by poetical fables;
and fables again were followed by the records we
now enjoy : so that the mysteries and secrets of an-
tiquity were distinguished and separated from the
records and evidences of succeeding times, by the veil
of fiction, which interposed itself, and came between
those things which perished and those which are
extant. 1 suppose some are of opinion that my
purpose is to write toys and trifles, and to usurp the
same liberty in applying, that the poets assumed in
feigning, which I might do (confess) if T histed,
and with more serious contemplation intermix these
things, to delight either myself in meditation, or
others in reading. Neither am I ignorant how fickle
and inconstant a thing fiction is, as being subject to
be drawn and wrested any way, and how great the
commodity of wit and discourse is, that is able to
apply things well, yet so as never meant by the first
authors. But I remember that this liberty hath

VOL. 3. B
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been lately much abused, in that many, to p\lwhase
the reverence of antiquity to their own invention
and fancies, have for the same intent laboured t0
wrest many poetical fables; neither hath this old
and common vanity been used only of late, or no¥
and then : for even Chrysippus long ago did, as 80’
interpreter of dreams, ascribe the opinions of the
stoles to the ancient poets; and more sottishly do
the chemists appropriate the fancies and delights °'f
poets in the transformations of bodies to the exper’”
ments of their furnace. All these things, I Bﬂ}".l
have sufficiently considered and weighed; and i®
them have scen and noted the general levity and
indulgence of men’s wits above allegories; and yet
for all this, T relinquish not my opinion.

For, first, it may not be that the folly and loose-
ness of a few should altogether detract from the re-
spect due to the parables; for that were a conceit
which might savour of profaneness and presump”
tion ; for religion itself doth sometimes delight if
such veils and shadows; so that whoso exempt?
them, seems in a manner to interdict all commerce
between things divine and human. But concerning
human wisdom, I do indeed ingenuously and freely
confess, that I am inclined to imagine, that under
some of the ancient fictions lay couched certain mys-
teries and allegorics, even from their first invention’
and I am persuaded, whether ravished with the 1€
verence of antiquity, or because in some fables I
find such singular proportion between the similitude’
and the thing signified, and such apt and clear cobe”
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rence in the very structure of them, and propriety of
names wherewith the persons or actors in them are
ascribed and intituled, that no man can constantly
deny but this sense was in the author's intent and
meaning, when they first invented them, and that
they purposely shadowed it in this sort : for who can
be so stupid and blind in the open light, as (when he
hears how fame, after the giants were destroyed,
sprang up as their youngest sister), not to refer it to
the murmurs and seditious reports of both sides,
which are wont to fly abroad for a time after the
suppressing of insurrections ? Or when he hears how
the giant Typhon having cut out and brought away
Jupiter’s nerves, which Mercury stole from him, and
restored again to Jupiter; doth not presently per-
ceive how fitly it may be applied to powerful rebel-
lions, which take from princes their sinews of money
and authority ; but so, that by affability of speech
and wise edicts (the minds of their subjects being in
time privily, and as it were by stealth reconciled)
they recover their strength again? Or when he hears
how, in that memorable cxpedition Qf the gods
against the giants, the braying of Silenus’s ass,
conduced much to the profligation of the giants,
doth not confidently imagine that it was invented to
shew how the greatest enterprises of rebels are often-
times dispersed with vain rumours and fears.
Morcover, to what judgment can the conformity
and signification of names scem obscure? Seeing
Metis, the wife of Jupiter, doth plainly signify coun-
scl; Typhon, insurrcction ; Pan, universality ; Ne-
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mesis, revenge ; and the like. Neither let it trouble
any man, if sometimes he meet with historical narra-
tions, or additions for ornament’s suke, or confusion
of times, or something transferred from one fable t0
another, to bring in a new allegory ; for it could be
no otherwise, seeing they were the inventions of
men which lived in divers ages, and had also divers
ends, some being ancient, others neoterical; some
have an cye to things natural, others to moral.
There is another argument, and that no small
one neither, to prove that these fables contain certain
hidden and involved meanings, secing some of them
are observed to be so absurd and foolish in the very
relation that they shew, and, as it were, proclaim &
parable afar off; for such tales as are probable they
nay scem to be inyented for delight and in imitation
of history. And as for such as no man would s0
much as imagine or relate, they scem to be sought
out for other ends: for what kind of fiction is that
wherein Jupiter is said to have token Metis to wife,
and perceiving that she was with child, to have de-
voured her, whence himself concciving, brought forth
Pallas armed out of his head ? T'ruly, T think thm'.e
was never dream, so different to the course of cogl”
tation and so full of monstrosity, ever hatched in the
brain of man. Above all things this prevails most
with me, and is of singular moment ; many of thesé
{ables scem not to be invented of those by whom they
are related and celebrated, as by Homer, Hesiody
and others: for if it were so, that they took be-
ginning in that age, and from those authors by whom
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they are delivered and brought to our hands, my
mind gives me there could be no great or high mat-
ter expected, or supposed to proceed from them in
respect of these originals. But if with attention we
consider the matter, it will appear that they were
delivered and related as things formerly believed and
received, and not as newly invented and offered unto
us.  Besides, secing they are diversely related by
writers that lived near about one and the self same
time, we may casily perceive that they were common
things derived from precedent memorials ; and that
they became various Dy reason of the divers orna-
ments bestowed on them by particular relations;
and the consideration of this must nceds increase in
us a great opinion of them, as not to be accounted
cither the effects of the times or inventions of the
poets, but as sacred relics or abstracted airs of bet-
ter times, which, by tradition from more ancient na-
tions, fell into the trumpets and flutes of the Gre-
cians. But if any do obstinately contend, that alle-
gories arc always adventitially, and as it were by
constraint, never naturally and properly included in
fables, we will not be much troublesome, but sufter
them to enjoy that gravity of judgment which I am
sure they affect, although indeed it be but lumpish
and almost leaden. And, if they be worthy to be
taken notice of, we will begin afresh with them in
some other fashion,

There is found among men, and it goes for cur-
rent, a twofold use of parables, and those, which is
more to be admired, referred to contrary ends, con-
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ducing as well to the folding up and keeping of
things under a veil, as tp the enlightening and 18y~
ing open of obscurities, But, omitting the formers
rather/ than to undergo wrangling, and assuming
ancient fables as things vagrant and composed onl'}’
for delight, the latter must questionlesss till remﬂ}“.
as not to be wrested from us by any violence of Wit
neither can any (that is but meanly learned) hinders
but it must absolutely be received as o thing grav®
and sober, frec from all vanity, and exceeding P*’
fitable and necessary to all sciences. This is its

say, that leads the understanding of man by an casy
and gentle passage through all novel and abstruse
inventions which eny way differ from common I¢°
ceived opinions, 'Therefore, in the first ages, (whe?
many human inventions and conclusions, which aro
now common and vulgar, were new and not gene
rally known,) all things were full of fables, enigmass
parables, and similes of all sorts ; by which they
sought to teach and lay open, not to hide and co®”
ceal knowledge, especially seeing the understanding®
of men were in those times rude and impatient, ank

almost incapable of any subtilties, such things only
excepted as were the objects of sense ; for, as hiero”
glyphics preceded letters, so parables were more 81
cient than arguments : and in these days also, he that
would illuminate men’s minds anew in any old mat”
ter, and that not with disprofit and harshness, must
absolutely take the same course, and use the help .Of
similes. Whereforc after all that hath been saids
we will thus conclude, the wisdom of the ancientss
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it was either much or happy : much, if these figures
and tropes were invented by study and premedita-
tion ; happy, if they, intending nothing less, gave
matter and occasion to so many worthy meditations.
As concerning my labours, if there be any thing in
them which may do good, I will on neither part
count them ill bestowed, my purpose being to illus-
trate either antiquity or things themselves. Neither
am I ignorant that this very subject hath been at-
tempted by others : but to speak as I think, and that
freely, without ostentation, the dignity and cfficacy of
the thing, is almost lost by these men’s writings,
though voluminous and full of pains, whilst not
diving into the depth of matters, but skilful only in
certain common places, have applied the sense of
these parables to certain vulgar and gencral things,
not so much as glancing at their true virtue, genu-
ine propriety, and full depth. I, if I be not de-
ceived, shall be new in common things ; wherefore,
leaving such as are plain and open, I will aim at fur-
ther and richer matters.
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CASSANDRA, OR DIVINATION.

The poets fable, that Apollo being enamoured of
Cassandra, was, by her many shifts and cunning
sleights, still deluded in his desire; but yet fed on
with hope until such time as she had drawn from him
the gift of prophecying; and having by such her dissi-
mulation, in the end attained to that, which from the
beginning she sought after, at last flatly rejected his
suit : who, finding himself so far engaged in his pro-
mise, as that he could not by any means revoke again
his rash gift, and yet inflamed with an earnest desire
of revenge, highly disdaining to be made the scorn of
a crafty wench, annexed a penalty to his promisc, to
wit, that she should ever foretel the truth but never
be believed ; so were her divinations always faithful,
but at no time regarded, whereof she still found the
experience, yea, even in the ruin of her own country,
which she had often forewarned them of, but they
neither gave credit nor ear to her words.

This fable secems to intimate the unprofitable
liberty of untimely admonitions and counsels: for

3
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they that are so overweencd with the sharpné®
and dexterity of their own wit and capacity,
that they disdain to submit themselves to the
documents of Apollo, the god of harmony, wher¢”
by to learn and observe the method and measur®
of affairs, the grace and gravity of discours®
the differences between the more judicious 8"
more vulgar cars, and the due times when to SPeﬂ}‘
and when to be silent; be they never so sens”
ble and pregnant, and their judgments never 80
profound and profitable, yet in all  their ende%-
vours either of persuasion or perforce, they ave!
nothing ; neither are they of any moment to ad-
vantage or manage matters, but do rather hasten o%
the ruin of all those that they adhere or devot?
themselves unto ; and then, at last when calamity
hath made men fecl the event of neglect, then shal
they, too late, be reverenced as deep forcseeing 8"
faithful prophets : whereof a notable instance is em"”
nently set forth in Marcus Cato Uticensis, who %
from a watch-tower discovered afar off, and o# a,n
oracle long forotold, the approaching ruin of hi#
country, and the plotted tyranny hovering over the
state, both in the first conspiracy, and as it was pro
secuted in the civil contention between Cwsar 80¢
- Pompey, and did no good the while, but rathe*
harmed the commonwealth and hastened on 1®
country’s bane; which M. Cicero wisely observed, o9
writing to a familiar friend, doth in thesc term®
excellently describe, « Cato optime sentit, sed “Oc?t
“ interdum Reipublicy : loquitur enim tanquam
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“ Republici Platonis, non tanquam in fece Romuli.”
Cato (saith he) judgeth profoundly, but in the mean
time damnifies the state, for he speaks as in the com-

monwealth of Plato and not as in the dregs of
Romulus,

TYPHON, OR A REBEL.

Juno, being vexed (say the poets) that Jupiter
had begotten Pallas by himself without her, earnestly
pressed all the other gods and goddesses, that she
might also bring forth of herself alone without him;
and having by violence and importunity obtained a
grant thereof, she smote the earth, and forthwith
sprang up Typhon, a huge and horrid monster.
This strange birth she commits to a serpent, as a
foster-father, to nourish it ; who no sooner came to
ripeness of years but he provokes Jupiter to battle.
In the conflict, the giant getting the upper hand,
takes Jupiter upon his shoulders, carries him into are-
mote and obscure country, and (cutting out the sinews
of his hands and feet) brought them away, and so left
him miserably mangled and maimed; but Mercury
recovering these nerves from Typhon by stealth, re-
stored them again to Jupiter. Jupiter being again
by this means corroborated, assaults the monster
afresh, and at the first strikes him with a thunder-
bolt, from whose blood serpents were engendered.
This monster at length fainting and flying, Jupiter
casts on him the mount Aitna, and with the weight
thereof crushed him.

This fable scems to point at the variable fortunc
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of princes, and the rebellious insurrection of traitors
in a state. For princes may well be said to be mar
ried to their dominions, as J upiter was to Juno; bus
it happens now and then, that being deboshed by the
long custom of empiring and bending towards
tyranny, they endeavour to draw all to themselves
and, contemning the counsel of their nobles and sen%”
tors, hatched laws in their own brain, that is, dispos®
of things by their own fancy and absolute power:
The people, repining at this, study how to cw@“’
and set up a chief of their own choice, This Pl'ojcct’ ‘
by the secret instigation of the peers and nobles, doth -
for the most part take his beginning ; by whose coP”
nivance the commons bcing sct on edge, there fOI‘
lows a kind of murmuring or discontent in the staté
shadowed by the infancy of Typhon, which being
nursed by the natural pravity and clownish malignity
of the vulgar sort, (unto princes as infestuous as ¢
pents,) is again repaired by renewed strength, and D:t‘
last breaks out into open rebellion, which, because l't
brings infinite mischicfs upon prince and people, 1
represented by the monstrous deformity of Typholl"
his hundred heads signify their divided powers, his
fiery mouths their inflamed intents, his scrpentin®
circles their pestilent malice in besicging, his iro?
hands their merciless slaughters, his cagle’s talon®
thqir greedy rapines, his plumed body their com”
tinual rumours, and scouts, and fears, and such like’
and sometimes these rebellions grow so potent, that
prinees are cnforced (transported as it were by the
rebels, and forsaking the chicf scats and cities of the
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kingdom) to contract their power, and, being de-
prived of the sinews of money and majesty, betake
themselves to some remote and obscure corner within
their dominions ; but in process of time, if they bear
their misfortunes with moderation, they may recover
their strength by the virtue and industry of Mercury,
that is, they may, by becoming affuble, and by re-
conciling the minds and wills of their subjects with
grave cdicts and gracious speech, excite an alacrity
to grant aids and subsidies whereby to strengthen
their authority anew. Nevertheless, having learned
to be wise and wary, they will refrain to try the
chance of fortune by war, and yet study how to sup-
press the reputation of the rebels by some famous
action, which if it fall out answerable to their expec-
tation, the rebels, finding themselves weahened, and
fearing the success of their broken projects, betake
themselves to some sleight and vain bravadoes like the
hissing of scrpents, and at length in despair betake
themselves to flight, and then when they begin to
break, it is safe and timely for kings to pursue and
oppress them with the forces and weight of the
kingdom; as it were with the mountain Altna.

THE CYCLOPS, OR THE MINISTERS OF
' TERROR.

They say that the Cyclops, for their fierceness
and cruclty, were by Jupiter cast nto hell, and there
doomed to perpetual imprisonment ; but Tellus per-

" suaded Jupiter that it would do well, if being set at
liberty, they were put to forge thunder-bolts, which
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being done accordingly, they became so puinful and
industrious, as that day and night they contint®
hammering out in laborious diligence thundel"bf’ t8
and other instruments of terror. In process of time
Jupiter having conceived a displeasure againg
Aisculapius, the son of Apollo, for restoring & d€¥
man to life by physic, and concealing his dislik?
because there was no. Just cause of anger, the dee
being pious and famous, secretly incensed the Cy‘«'l"Ps
against him, who without delay slew him with
thunder-bolt; in revenge of which act, Apono’
Jupiter not prohibiting it, shot them to death with
his arrows.

This fable may be applied to the projects. of
kings, who having cruel, bloody, and exacting
officers, do first punish and displace them : afte™
wards, by the counsel of Tellus, that is of some b3%
and ignoble person, and by the prevailing respect ©
profit, they admit them into their places again, th
they may have instruments in a readiness, if at any
time there should need ecither severity of exccutio®
or acerbity of exaction. These servile creatures P&
ing by nature cruel, end by their former fortun®
cxasperated, and perceiving well what is expected 5°
their hands, do shew themselves wonderfiil officio%®
in such kind of employments; but being too 188
and precipitate in seeking countenance and creeping
into favour, do sometimes take occasion, from "h,e
secret beckonings and ambiguous commands of thet®
prince, to perform some hateful execution. But
princes abhorring the fact, and knowing well that

a
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they shall never want such kind of instruments, do
utterly forsake them, turning them over to the friends
and allies of the wronged, to their accusations and
revenge, and to the general hatred of the people ;
so that with great applause and prosperous wishes
and acclamations towards the Prince, they are

brought rather too late than undeservedly to a mi-
serable end.

NARCISSUS, OR SELF LOVE,.

They say that Narcissus was excceding fair and
beautiful, but wonderful proud and disdainful;
wherefore despising all others in respect of himself,
he leads a solitary life in the woods and chases with
a few followers, to whom he alone was all in all;
amongst the rest there follows him the nymph
Echo.  During his course of life, it fatally so
chanced that he came to a clear fountain, upon the
bank whereof he lay down to repose himself in the
heat 'of the day; and having espied the shadow of
his own face in the water, was so besotted and
ravished with the contemplation and admiration
thereof, that he by no means possibly could be drawn
from beholding his image in this glass; insomuch,
that by continual gazing thereupon, he pined away
to nothing, and was at last turned into a flower of
his own name, which appears in the beginning of the
spring, and is sacred to the infernal powers, Pluto,
Proserpina, and the Furies.

This fable scems to shew the dispositions and
fortuncs of those, who in respect either of their
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beauty or other gift wherewith they arc ﬂdorned,
and graced by nature, without the help of iﬂ‘lustry :
are 80 fur besotted in themselves as that they proV
the cause of their own destruction. For it is th°
property of men infected with this humour ﬂot. |
com'e much abroad, or to be conversant it clv
affairs ; specially sceing those that are in P“bho‘
place must of necessity encounter with many co?”
tempts and scorns which may much deject and “‘ou'i
ble their minds; and thercfore they lead for the mo*~
- part a solitary, private, and obscure life, atte? ¢ .
on with a few followers, and thoso such as will 2497
and admire them, like an echo, flatter them it a'
their sayings, and applaud them in all their Wordsf‘;,
so that being by this custom seduced and puﬂ'ed up ’
and as it were stupified with the admiration of the™
§01VCS, they are possessed with so strange a sloth on,
1dleness, that they grow in a manner benumbed 8%
defective of all vigour and alacrity. Elegantly dot™
this flower, appearing in the beginning of the séringi
represent the likeness of these men’s disposiﬁon?'.
who in their youth do flourish and wax famous .
being come to ripeness of years, they deceive 47 5
frustrate the good hope that is conceived of the™™
Neither is it impertinent that this flower is soid to
be consecrated to the infernal deitics, because mcﬂ
of' this disposition become unprofitable to all humaﬂ’
things.  For whatsoever produceth no fruit of it%
but passeth imd vanisheth as if it never had been, ,]ikd
the way of a ship in the sca, that the ancients wer®
wont to dedicate to the ghosts and powers.below:
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STYX, OR LEAGUES.

The oath by which the gods were wont to oblige
themselves when they meant to ratify any thing so
firmly as never to revoke it, is a thing well known to
the vulgar, as being mentioned almost in every fable,
which was, when they did not invoke or call to wit-
ness any celestial majesty or divine power, but only
the river Styx, that with crooked and meandry turn-
ings encircleth the palace of the infernal Dis. This
was held as the only manner of their sacrament, and,
besides it, not any other vow to be accounted firm
and inviolable, and therefore the punishment to be
inflicted, if any did perjure themselves, was, that for
certain years they should be put out of commons,
and not to be admitted to the table of the gods.

"This fable seems to point at the leagues and pacts
of princes, of which more truly than opportunely
may be said, that be they never so strongly confirmed
with the solemnity and religion of an oath, yet are
for the most part of no validity ; insomuch, that they
are made rather with an eye to reputation, and re-
port, and ceremony, than to faith, security, and
effect. Moreover, add to these the bonds of affinity,
as the sacraments of nature, and mutuql deserts of
each part, and you shall observe, that with a great
many, all these things are placed a degree under
ambition and profit, and the licentious desire of
domination; and so much the rather, because it is
an casy thing for princes to defend and cover their
unlawful desires and unfaithful vows with many out-

VOL. 3. ¢
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wardly seeming fair pretexts, especially secing there
is mo umpire or moderator of matters conclude
upon, to whom a reason should be tendered. There”
fore there is no true and proper thing made choic®
of for the confirmation of faith, and that no cele®”
tial power neither, but is indeed necessity (a gro**
god to great potentates) the peril also of state, &7
the communication of profit. As for necessity, it 9
clegantly represented by Styx, that fatal and irré”
meable river ; and this godhead did Ipichrates, the
Athenian, call to the confirmation of a league, whos
because he alone is found to speak plainly that which
many hide covertly in their breasts, it would not bo’
amiss to relate his words. He observing how the'
Lacademoniang had thought upon and propouﬂded
divers cautions, sanctions, confirmations, and bond®
pertaining to leagues, interposed thus: Unlllf’
“ Laced@monii, nobis vobiscum vinculum, ot secu!™”
“ tatis ratio csse possit, si plane demonstretis, Vo8 e
“ nobis concessisse, et inter manus posuisse, ut vobi®
“facultas ledendi nos si maxime velletis minimé
““ suppetere possit.” 'Therc is one thing, oh Lac®
demonians! that would link us unto you in the bon®
of amity, and be the occasion of peace and security?
which is, if you would plainly demonstrate that Yo"
have yielded up and put into our hands such thingsk
as that, would you hurt us never so fain, you shou!
yet be disfurnished of means to do it, If, therefore;_;
the power of hurting be taken away, or if, by bres®
of league, there follow the danger of the ruin of dl':
minution of the statc or tribute, then indeed th°
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leagues may seem to be ratified and established, and
as it were confirmed by the sacrament of the Stygian
lake ; secing that it includes the fear of prohibition
and suspension from the table of the gods, under
which name the laws and prerogatives, the plenty

and felicity of g kingdom were signified by the
ancients.

PAN, OR NATURE.

The ancients have exquisitely described Nature
under the person of Pan, whose original they leave
doubtful; for some say that he was the son of Mex-
cury, others attribute unto him a far different be-
ginning, affirming him to be the common offspring
of Penelope’s suitors, upon a suspicion that every one
of them had to do with her; which latter relation
doubtless gave occasion to some after writers to en-
title this ancient fable with the name of Penelope; a
thing very frequent amongst them when they apply
old fictions to young persons and names, and that
many times absurdly and indiscreetly, as may be seen
here: for Pan, being one of the ancient gods, was long
before the time of Ulysses and Penelope. Besides, for
her matronal chastity, she was held venerable by an-
tiquity. Neither may we pretermit the third con-
ceit of his birth: for some say that he was the son of
Jupiter and Hybris, which signifies contumely or dis-
dain: but howsoever begotten, the Parce, they say,
were his sisters. He is pourtrayed by the ancients
in this guise ; on his head a pair of horns to reach to
heaven, his body rough and hairy, his beard long and
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shaggy, his shape biformed, above like a man, belo¥
like a beast, his feet like goats’ hoofs ; bearing thes®
ensigns of his jurisdiction, to wit, in his left hand 8
pipe of seven reeds, and in his right a sheephooks
or a staff crooked at the upper end, and his manti®
made of aleopard’s skin. His dignities and office?,
were these : he was the god of hunters, of shepherds’
and of all rural inhabitants; chief president also 0
hills and mountains ; and, next to Mercury, the ant
bassador of the gods. Morcover, he was accom1ted
the leader and commander of the nymphs, Wh’fch
were always wont to dance the rounds, and frisk:
about him: he was accosted by the satyrs and t'he
old Sileni. He had power also to strike men Wit?
terrours, and those especially vain and superstitious’
which are termed panick fears. His acts were not
many, for ought that can be found in records; the
chiefest was, that he challenged Cupid at wrestlitg’
in which conflict he had the foil. The tale goes, 00
how that he caught the giant Typhon in a net, a9
held him fast. Moreover, when Ceres, grumbling
and chafing that Proserpina was ravished, had b1®
herself away, and that all the gods took painS; by
dispersing themselves into every corner, to find her oub
it was only his good hap, as he was hunting, to light
on her, and acquaint the rest where she was.
presumed also to put it to the trial who was the best
musician, he or Apollo; and by the judgement ©
Midas was indeed preferred : but the wise judge had
a pair of asses’ ears privily chopped to his noddle for
his sentence.  Of his love tricks there is nothing ¢
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ported, or at least not much ; a thing to be wondered
at, especially being among a troop of gods so pro-
fusely amorous. This only is said of him, that he
loved the nymph Echo, whom he took to wife; and
one pretty wench more called Syrinx, towards whom
Cupid, in an angry and revengeful humour, because
so audaciously he had challenged him at wrestling,
inflamed his desire. Moreover, he had no issue,
which is a marvel also, seeing the gods, especially
those of the male kind, were very generative, only he
was the reputed father of a little girl called Iambe,
that with many pretty tales was wont to make
strangers merry: but some think that he did indeed
beget her by his wife Iambe.

This; if any be, is a noble tale, as being laid out
and big bellied with the secrets and mysteries of na-
ture. Pan, as his name imports, represents and lays
open the all of things or nature. Concerning his
original there are two only opinions that go for cur-
rent; for cither he came of Mercury, that is, the
Word of God, which the holy Scriptures without all
controversy affirm, and such of the philosophers as
had any smack of divinity assented unto, or elsc
from the confused seeds of things. For they that
would have one simple beginning, refer it unto God ;
or if a materiate beginning, they would have it
various in power; so that we may end the contro-
versy with this distribution, that the world took
Deginning, cither from Mcreury, or from the seeds
of all things. '
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VIRO. RCLOG, 6,

“ Namque canebat ut magnuin per inane coactd.

‘ Semina, terrarumque, animeque marisque fuissent-
“ Et liquidi simul ignis: Et his exordia primis

“ Omnia et ipse tener mundi concreverit orbis.”

For tich-vein’d Orpheus sweetly did rehearse
How that the seeds of fire, air, water, earth,
Were all pact in the vast void universe :

And how from these, as firstlings, all had birth,

And how the body of this orbick frame,

From tender infaney so big became. .

But as touching the third conceit of Pan’s Orle
ginal, it scems that the Grecians, either by intercours
with the Egyptians, or one way or other, had hed! \
something of the Hebrew mysteries; for it points to
the state of the world, not considered 'mimmed“"t‘a
creation, but after the fall of Adam, exposed an :
made subject to death and corruption ; for in t.hu
state it was, and remains to this day, the offspring
of God and sin ; and therefore all these three narr®”
tions concerning the manner of Pan’s birth may see™
to be true, if it be rightly distinguished betweer
things and times. For this Pan, or Nature, which W@
inspect, contemplate, and reverence more than is fits
took beginning from the word of God by the me‘_"ns
of confused matter, and the entrance of prcvariwt“’rl
and corruption. The destinics may well be thought
the sisters of Pan, or Nature, because the beginning®
and continuances, and ‘corruptions, and depression®
and dissolutions, ang eminences, and labours, and
felicitics of things, and all the chances which ¢ob
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happen unto any thing, are linked with the chain of
causes natural.

Horns are attributed unto him, because horns
are broad at the root and sharp at the ends, the na-.
ture of all things being like a pyramis, sharp at the
top. For individual or singular things being infinite
are first collected into species, which are many also;
then from species into generals, and from generals,
by ascending, are contracted into things or no-
tions more general ; so that at length Nature
may seem to be contracted into an unity. Neither
is it to be wondered at that Pan toucheth heaven
with his horns, secing the height of nature or uni-
versal ideas do in some sort pertain to things divine ;
and there is a ready and short passage from meta-
physic to natural theology.

The body of naturc is clegantly and with deep
judgement depainted hairy, representing the beams
or operations of creatures ; for beams are, as it were,
the hairs and bristles of nature ; and every creature is
cither more or less beamy, which is most apparent in
the faculty of seeing, and no less in every virtue and
operation that effectuates upon a distant object ; for
whatsoever works up any thing afar off, that may
rightly be said to dart forth rays or beams.

Moreover, Pan’s beard is said to be exceeding
long, because the beams or influences of celestial
bodies do operate and pierce farthest of all; and the
sun, when his higher half is shadowed with a cloud,
his beams break out in the lower, and looks as if he
were bearded.

Nature is also excellently set forth with a
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biformed body, with respect to the differences be-
tween superior and inferior creatures. For one part,
by reason of their pulchritude and equability of mo-
tion, and constancy and dominion over the earth and
carthly things, is worthily set out by the shape of
man ; and the other part in respect of their pertur-
bations and unconstant motions, and therefore need-
ing to be moderated by the celestial, may be well
fitted with the figure of a brute beast. This descrip-
tion of his body pertains also to the participation of
species ; for no natural being seems to be simple, but
as it were participated and compounded of two; 89
for example, man hath something of a beast, a beast
something of a plant, a plant something of inanimate
body, of that all natural things are in very deed
biformed, that is to say, compounded of a superior
and inferior species.

It is a witty allegory that same, of the feet of the
goat, by reason of the upward tending motion of ter-
restrial bodies towards the air and heaven; for the
goat is a climbing creature, that loves to be hanging
about the rocks and steep mountains; and this is
done also in a wonderful manner even by those
things which are destinated to this inferior globe, as
may manifestly appear in clouds and meteors.

The two ensigns which Pan bears in his hands
do point, the one at harmony, the other at empire :
for the pipe, cohsisting of seven reeds, doth evidently
demonstrate the consent, and harmony, and dis-
cordant concord of all inferior creatures, which is
caused by the motion of the seven planets: and that
of the sheep-hook may be excellently applied to the



THE WISDOM OF THF. ANCIENTS. ' 17

order of nature, which is partly right, partly crooked ;
this staff therefore or rod is specially crooked in the
Upper end, because all the works of divine Provi-
dence in the world are done in a far fetched and
circular manner, so that one thing may seem to be
effected, and yet indeed a clean contrary brought to
Pass, as the selling of Joseph into Egypt, and the like.
Besides, in all wise human government, they that sit
at the helm do more happily bring their purposes
about, and insinuate more easily into the minds of
the people by pretext and oblique courses than by
direct methods: so that all sceptres and masses of
authority ought in very deed to be crooked in the
Upper end.

Pan’s cloak or mantle is ingeniously feigned to be
a skin of g leopard, because it is full of spots : so the
heavens are spotted with stars, the sea with rocks
and islands, the land with flowers, and every parti-
cular creature also is for the most part garnished
with divers colours about the superficies, which is as
it were o mantle unto it.

The office of Pan can be by nothing so lively con-
ceived and expressed, as by feigning him to be the
god of hunters; for cvery natural action, and.SO
by consequence motion and progression, is nothmf_.;‘
else but a hunting. Arts and sciences have their
works, and human counsels their ends, which they
carnestly hunt after.  All natural things have citl.lel'
their food as a prey, or their pleasure as a recreation
which they seck for, and that in a most expert and
sagacious manner.
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# Torva lewna lupum sequitur, lupus ipsc capellam.
¢ Florentem cytisum sequitur lasciva capella,

The hungry lioness, with sharp desire,
Pursues the wolf, the wolf the wanton goat:
The goat again doth greedily aspire

To have the trefoil juice pass down her throat.

Pan is also said to be the god of the country-
clowns; because men of this condition lead lives moxe
agreeable unto nature than those that live in the
cities and courts of princes, where nature, by too
much art, is corrupted ; so ag the saying of the poet,
though in the sense of love, might be here verified :

“ Pars minima est ipsa puella sui.”

The maid so trick’d hersclf with art,
That of herself she is least part.

He was held to be lord president of the moun-
tains ; because in the high mountains and hills na-
ture lays hersclf most open, and men most apt to
view and contemplation.

Whereas Pan is said to be, next unto Mercurys
the messenger of the gods, there is in that a divine
mystery contained; for, next to the word of God,
the image of the world proclaims the power and
wisdom divine, as sings the sacred poet. Psal. xix. 1.
“ Ceeli enarrant gloriam Dei atque opera manuum
“ ¢jus indicat firmamentum.” "The heavens declare
the glory of God, and the firmament shewcth the
works of his hands,

The nymphs, that is, the souls of living things,
take great delight in Pan: for these souls are the
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delights or minions of nature; and the direction or
conduct of these nymphs is, with great reason, attri-
buted unto Pan, because the souls of all things living
do follow their natural dispositions as their guides;
and with infinite variety every one of them, after his
own fashion, doth leap, and frisk, and dance, with
incessant motions about her. The satyrs and Sileni
also, to wit, youth and old age, are some of Pan’s
followers : for of all natural things, there is a lively,
jocund, and, as I may say, a dancing age; and an
age again that is dull, bibling, and reeling. The
carriages and dispositions of both which ages, to some
such as Democritus was, that would observe them
duly, might, peradventure, seem as ridiculous and
deformed as the gambols of the satyrs, or the ges-
tures of the Sileni.

Ofthose fears and terrours which Pan is said to be
the author, there may be this wise construction
made ; namely, that nature hath bred in every living
thing a kind of care and fear tending to the preser-
vation of its own life and being, and to the repelling
and Shunning of all things hurtful; and yet nature
knows not how to keep a mean, but always inter-
mixes vain and empty fears with such as are discreet
and profitable: so that all things, if their insides
might be seen, would appear full of panick frights ;
but men, especially in hard, fearful, and diverse
times, arc wonderfully infatuated with superstition,
which indeed is nothing clse but a panick terrour.

Concerning the audacity of Pan in challenging
Cupid at wrestling : the meaning of it is, that matter
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wants not inclination and desire to the relapsing and
dissolution of the world into the old chaos, if h?r
malice and violence were not restrained and kept
order by the prepotent unity and agreement Od
things, signified by Cupid or the god of love; &°

therefore it was a happy turn for men, and all thing?

else, that in that conflict Pan was found too Wc“k
and overcome,

- To the same effect may be interpreted his cateh”
ing of Typhon in a net; for howsoever there MY
sometimes happen vast and unwonted tumours, f‘s
the name of Typhon imports, cither in the sea or *
the air, or in the earth, or clsewhere ; yet nature dofh
entangle it in an intricate toil, and curb and restrai®
it as it were with a chain of adamant, the excessc®
and insolencies of these kind of bodies.

But forasmuch as it was Pan’s good fortune {0
find out Ceres as he was hunting, and thought 1itt}
of it, which none of the other gods could do, though
they did nothing clse but seck her, and that very
seriously, it gives us this true and grave admon’
tion, that we expect not to receive things necessary
for life and manners from philosophical abstractionss
as from the greater gods; albeit they applied them”
selves to no other study but from Pan; that is, from
the discrect obscrvz}tion and cxperience, and the
universal knowledge of the things of this worlds
whereby, oftentimes even by chance, and as it were
going a hunting, such inventions are lighted upon:

The quarrel he made with Apollo about musics
and the event thereof, contains a wholesome instruc-
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tion, which may serve to restrain men’s reasons and
Jjudgements with reins of sobriety, from boasting and
glorying in their gifts; for there seems to be a two-
fold harmony or music, the one of divine Providence,
and the other of human reason. Now to the ears of
mortals, that is to human judgement, the administra-
tion of the world and creatures therein, and the more
secret judgements of God,sound very hard and.harsh;
which folly, albeit it be well set out with asses’ ears,
yet notwithstanding these cars are secret, and do not
openly appear ; neither is it perceived or noted as a
deformity by the vulgar.

Lastly, it is not to be wondered at, that there is
nothing attributed unto Pan concerning loves, but
only of his marriage with Echo; for the world or
nature doth enjoy itself, and in itself all things clse.
Now he that loves would enjoy something, but where
there is enough therc is no place left to desire ; there-
fore there can be no wanting love in Pan, or the
world, nor desire to obtain any thing, seeing he is
contented with himself, but only speeches, which,
if plain, may be intimated by the nymph Echo, or, if
more quaint, by Syrinx. It is an excellent invention
that Pan, or the world, is said to make choice of
Echo only, above all other speeches or voices, for his
wife; for that alone is true philosophy which doth
faithfully render the very words of the world ; and it
is written no otherwise than the world doth dictate,
it being nothing else but the image or reflection of
it, not adding any thing of its own, but only itcrates
and resounds. It belongs also to the sufficiency or
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perfection of the world, that he begets no issue; for
the world doth generate in respect of its parts; but
in respect of the whole, how can it generate, seeing
without it there is no body ? Notwithstanding all
this, the tale of that tattling girl faltered upon Pan’
may in very deed, with great reason, be added to this
fable ; for by her are represented those vain and idle
paradoxes concerning the nature of things which
have been frequent in all ages, and have filled the
world with novelties ; fruitless, if you respect the
matter ; changelings, if you respect the kind ; some-

times creating pleasure, sometimes tediousness, with
their overmuch prattling.

PERSEUS, OR WAR.

Perseus is said to have been employed by Pallasfor
the destroying of Medusa, who was very infestuous t0
the western parts of the world, and especially about
the utmost coasts of Hiberia ; a monster so dire and
horrid, that by her only aspect she turned men into
stones. This Medusa alone of all the Gorgons was mor-
tal, the rest not subject to death. Perscus, therefores
preparing himself for this noble enterprise, had arms
and gifts bestowed on him by three of the gods ; Mer-
cury gave him wings annexed to his heels, Pluto &
helmet, Pallas a shield and a looking-glass. Not-
withstanding, although he were thus furnished, he
went not directly to Medusa, but first to the Gret,
which, by the mother’s side, were sisters to the Gor-
gons. These Grem from their birth were hoar-
headed, resembling old women ; they had but one
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only eye and one tooth among them all, both which,
she that had occasion to go abroad, was wont to take
with her, and at her return to lay them down again.
This eye and tooth they lent to Perscus; and so find-
ing himself thoroughly furnished for the effecting of
his design, hastens towards Medusa. Her he found
sleeping, and yet durst not present himself with his
face towards her lest she should awake; but turning
his head aside beheld her in Pallas’s glass, and, by
this means dirccting his blow, cut off her head ; from
whose blood gushing out, instantly came Pegasus,
the flying-horse. Her head thus smote off, Perscus
bestows on Pallas’s shicld, which yet retained this
virtue, that whatsoever looked upon it should become
as stupid as a stone, or like one planct-strucken.

This fable scoms to direct the preparation and
order that is to he used in making of war; for the
more apt and considerate undertaking whereof, three
grave and wholesome precepts, savouring of the wis-
dom of Pallas, are to be observed.

First, That men do not much trouble themsel.ves
about the conquest of neighbour nations, secing
that private possessions and empires arc cnlzu'ge.d by
different means; for in the augmentation of private
revenues, the vicinity of men’s territories is to be con-
sidered ; but in the propagation of public dominions,
the occasion and facility of making war, and the fruit
to be expected ought to be instead of vicinity. Cer-
tainly the Romans, what time their conquests to-
wards the west scarce reached beyond Liguria, did
yet in the cast bring all the provinces as far as the
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mountain Taurus within the compass of their arm?
and command ; and therefore Perseus, although he
were bred and born in the east, did not yet refuse
to undertake an expedition even to the uttermost
bounds of the west.

Secondly, There must be a care had, that the
motives of war be just and honourable ; for that be-
gets an alacrity as well in the soldiers that fight 26
in the people that pay; it draws on and procures
aids, and brings many other commodities besides:
But there is no pretence to take up arms more pious;
than the suppressing of tyranny ; under which yoke
the people lose their courage, and are cast dowp
without heart and vigour as in the sight of Meduss-

Thirdly, Itis wisely added, that seeing there wereé
three Gorgons, by which wars are represented, Per-
seus undertook her only that was mortal ; that is, he
made choice of such a kind of war as was likely t0
be effected and brought to a period, not pursumg
vast and endless hopes. ’

The furnishing of Perseus with necessaries W99
that which only advanced his attempt, and dre¥
fortune to be of his side; for he had speed from
Mercury, concealing of his counsels from Orcus, an
Providence from Pallas.

Neither is it without an allegory, and that full of
matter too, that those wings of celerity were fastened
to Perseus’ heels and not to his ancles, to his fect
and not to his shoulders ; because speed and celerity
are required, not so much in the first preparations for
war, as in those things which second and yield aid to
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the first ; for there is no crrour in war more frequent,
than that prosccutions and subsidiary forces do fail
to answer the alacrity of the first onsets.

Now for that helnet which Pluto gave him,
powerful to make men invisible, the moral is plain;
but that twofold gift of Providence, to wit, the shicld
and looking-glass, is full of morality ; for that kind
of Providence, which like a shield avoids the force of
blows, is not alonc needful, but that also by which
the strength and motions and counsels of the enemy
are descried, as in the looking-glass of Pallas.

But Perscus, albeit he were sufficiently furnished
with aid and courage, yet was he to do one thing of
special importance before he entered the lists with
this monster, and that was to have some intelligence
with the Grem. These Greee are treasons which may
be termed the sisters of war not descended of the
same stock, but far unlike in nobility of birth; for -
wars are generous and heroical, but treasons are
base and ignoble. Their description is elegant, for
they are said to be gray-headed, and like old women
from their birth, by reason that traitors are conti~
nually vexed with cares and trepidations. But all
their strength, before they break out into open re-
bellions, consists either in an eye or in a tooth; for
every faction alienated from any state, contemplates
and bites. Besides, this eye and tooth is as it were
common ; for whatsoever they can learn and know is
delivered and carried from one to another by the
hands of faction. And as concerning the tooth, they'
do all bite alike, and sing the same song; so that

VOL. 3. D
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hear one and you hear all.  Perscus therefore was t0
deal with these Grea for the love of their eye and
tooth ; their eye to discover, their tooth to sow %
mours and stir up envy, and to molest and trouble
the minds of men. These things thercfore bein8
thus disposed and prepared, he addresses himself t0
the action of war, and sets upon Medusa as she slept
for a wise captain will ever assault his enemy wher
he is unprepared and most sccure, and then is ther®
good use of Pallas’s glass; for most men, before it
come to the push, can acutely pry into and disce!®
their encmies’ estate ; but the best use of this glass is
in the very point of danger, that the manner of it
may be so considered that the terrour may not dis-
courage, which is signified by that looking into thif
glass with the face turned from Medusa.

The monster's head being cut off, there follo¥
two effects. 'The first was the procreation and rais”
ing of Pegasus, by which may be evidently under”
stood Fame, that, flying through the world, pro
claims victory. The sccond is the bearing of Me’
dusa’s head in his shicld ; to which there is no kind of
defence for excellency comparable: for the one famous
and memorable act prosperously cffected and brough?
to pass, doth restrain the motions and insolencies ©
enemies, and makes Envy herself silent and amazed-

ENDYMION, OR A FAVOURITE.

It is said that Luna was in love with the shep”
herd Endymion, and in a strange and unwont®
manner bewrayed her affection; for he lying in &
cave framed by nature under the mountain Latmu®



THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS. 27

she oftentimes descended from her sphere to enjoy
his company as he slept; and after she had kissed
him ascended up again. Yet, notwithstanding this,
his idleness and sleepy security did not any way
impair his estate or fortune ; for Luna brought it so
to pass, that he alone, of all the rest of the shepherds,
had his flock in best plight, and most fruitful.

This fable may have reference to the nature and
dispositions of princes; for they being full of doubts
and prone to jealousy, do not easily acquaint men of
prying and curious eyes, and as it were of vigilant
and wakeful dispositions, with the secret humours
and manners of their life; but such rather as are of
quiet and observant natures, suffering them to do
what they list without further scanning, making as
if they were ignorant, and perceiving nothing but of
a stupid disposition, and possessed with slcep, yield-
ing unto thern simple obedience rather than sly com-
pliments ; for it pleaseth princes now and then to
descend from their thrones or majesty, like Luna
from the superior orb, and laying aside their robes
of dignity, which always to be cumbered with, w01.11d
seem a kind of burthen, familiarly to converse with
men of this condition, which they think may be done
without danger; a quality chiefly noted in Tiberius
Cwmsar, who, of all others, was a prince most scverc ;
yet such only were gracious in his favour, as being
wellacquainted with his disposition,did yet constantly
dissemble as if they knew nothing. This was the
custom also of Lewis the Eleventh, King of France,
a cautious and wily prince.
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"Neither is it without clegancy that the cause ‘ff
Endymion is mentioned in the fable, because that 1?
is-a thing usual with such as are the favourites of
princes, to have certain pleasant retiring places
whither to invite them for recreation both of body
and mind, and that without hurt or prejudice to thelr
fortunes also. And indeed these kind of favourites
are men commonly well to pass ; for princes, although

peradventure they promote them not ever to places
" of honour, yet do they advance them sufficiently bY
their favour and countenance : neither do they affect
them thus only to serve their own turn; but ﬂ"‘e
wont to enrich them now and then with great dignr
ties and bounties.

THE SISTER OF THE GIANTS, OR FAME-

It is a poetical relation, that the giants begotte?
of the carth made war upon J upiter and the other
gods; and by the force of lightning they were Y¢
sisted and overthrown : whereat the earth being ¢*”
citated to wrath, in revenge of her children, prought
forth Fame, the youngest sister of the giants.

“ lilam terra parens ira irritata deorum.

¢ Extremam (ut prohibent) Coco Enceladogue sororem.
* Progennit”m—

Provok’d by wrathful gods, the mother earth
Gives Fame, the giants’ youngest sister, birth,

The meaning of the fable secms to be th“‘f"
By the earth is signified the nature of the vulga?
always swollen and malignant, and still broaching
new scandals against superiors, and having gotte?
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fit opportunity stirs up rebels and seditious persons,
‘that with impious courage do molest princes, and
endeavour to subvert their estates; but being' sup-
Pressed, the same natural disposition of the people
still leaning to the viler sort, being impatient of peace
and tranquillity, spread rumours, raise malicious
slanders, repining whisperings, infamous libels, and
others of that kind, to the detraction of them that
are in authority ; so as rcbellious actions and sedi-
tious reports differ nothing in kind and blood, but as

it were in sex only, the one sort being masculine and
the other feminine.

ACTAION AND PENTHLEUS, OR A CURIOUS
MAN.

The curiosity of men in prying into seerets, and
coveting with an undisereet desire to attain the know-
ledge of things forbidden, is set forth by the ancients
in two other examples, the one of Actwxon, the other
of Pentheus.

Acton having unawares, and as it were by
chance, beheld Diana naked, was turned into a stag,
and devoured by his own dogs.

And Pentheus climbing up into a tree with a
desire to be a spectator of the hidden sacrifices of
Bacchus, was strucken with such a kind of frenzy,
as that whatsoever he looked upon, he thought it
always double, supposing, among other things, he
saw two suns and two Thebes; insomuch, that
running towards Thebes, spying another Thebf:s
nstantly turned back again, and so kept still
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. 1
running forward and backward with perpetud
unrest.

 Eumenidum veluti demens vidit agmina Pemheus-”
¢ Et solem geminum, duplices se ostendere Thebas.

Pentheus amazed, doth troops of Furies spy ;
And sun and Thebes seem double to his eye.

The first of the fables pertains to the secrets of
princes, the second to divine mysteries. For thos®
that are near about princes, and come to the kno¥"
ledge of more secrets than they would have them, do
certainly incur great hatred : and therefore, suspect”
ing that they are shot at, and opportunities watche
for their overthrow, do lead their lives like stag®
fearful and full of suspicion. And it happens ofte?”
times that their servants, and those of their housé”
hold, to insinuate into the princes’ favour, do ﬂccuse‘
them to their destruction, for agninst whomsoeve*
the prince’s displeasure is known, look how many
servants that man hath, and you shall find them for
the most part so many traitors unto him, that his e®
may prove to be like Actecon’s.

The other is the misery of Pentheus; for that
by the height of knowledge and nature in philoso-
phy, having climbed as it were into a tree, do with
rash attempts, unmindful of their frailty, pry into th
secrets of divine mysteries, and are justly plagué
with perpetual inconstancy, and with wavering 80
perplexed conceits 3 for sceing the light of nature 1
one thing and of grace another; it happens so 0
them as if they saw two suns. And seeing the
actions of life and decrces of the will to depend oB
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the understanding, it follows that they doubt, are
inconstant no less in will than in opinion ; and so in
like manner they may be said to see two Thebes :
for by Thebes, sceing there was the habitation and
refuge of Pentheus, is meant the end of actions.
Hence it comes to pass that they know not whither
they go, but as distracted and unresolved in the
seope of their intentions, arc in all things carried
about with sudden passions of the mind.

ORPHEUS, OR PHILOSOPHY.

The tale of Orpheus, though common, had never
the fortunc to be fitly applied in every point. 1t
may scem to represent the image of philosophy : for
the person of Orpheus, a man admirable and divine,
and so excellently skilled in all kind of harmony,
that with his sweet ravishing music he did, as-it were,
_charm and allure all things to follow him, may carry
a singular description of philosophy ; for the labours
of Orpheus do so far excced the labours of Hercules
in dignity and efficacy, as the works of wisdom excel
the works of fortitude.

Orpheus, for the love he bare to his wife, snatched,
as it were, from him by untimely death, resolved to
go down to hell with his harp, to try if he might ob-
tain her of the infernal power. Neither were his
hopes frustrated ; for having appeased them with
the melodious sound of his voice and touch, pre-
vailed at length so far, as that they granted him
leave to take her away with him ; but on this condi-
tion, that she should follow him, and he not to look
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back upon her till he came to the light of the upper
world ; which he, impatient of, out of love and care,
and thinking that he was in a manner past all dan-
ger, nevertheless violated, insomuch that the covenant
is broken, and she forthwith tumbles back again head-
longintohell. Orpheusfalling into a deep melancholys
became a contemner of women-kind, and bequeﬂthcd
himself to a solitary life in the deserts; where, bY -
the same melody of his voice and harp, he first drew
all manner of wild beasts unto him, who, forgetf“l
of their savage fierceness, and casting off the preci-
pitate provocations of lust and fury, not caring t0
satiate their voracity by hunting after prey, as at 8
theatre, in fawning and reconciled amity one towards
another, standing all at the gaze about him, and at-
tentively lend their ears to his music. Neither i#
this all; for so great was the power and alluring
force of this harmony, that he drew the woods, and
moved the very stones to come and place themselves
in an orderly and decent fashion about him. These
things succeeding happily, and with great admirs-
tion for a time; at length certain Thracian women
possessed with the spirit of Bacchus, made such &
horrid and strange noise with their cornets, that the
sound of Orpheus’ harp could no more be heard, in-
somuch as that harmony, which was the bond of that
order and society being dissolved, all disorder began
again, and the beasts returning to their wonted na-
ture, pursued onc another unto death as before:
neither did the trees or stones remain any longer in
their places; and Orpheus himself was by these
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female Furies torn in pieces, and scattered all over
the desert : for whose cruel death the river Helicon
sacred to the Muses, in horrible indignation, hid his
head underground, and raised it again in another
place.

The meaning of this fable seems to be thus:
Orpheus’ music is of two sorts, the one appeasing the
infernal powers, the other attracting beasts and trees.
The first may be fitly applied to natural philosophy,
the second to moral or civil discipline.

The most noble work of natural philosophy is
the restitution and renovation of things corruptible ;
the other, as a lesser degree of it, the preservation of
bodies in their estates, detaining them from dissolu-
tion and putrefaction; and if this gift may be in
mortals, certainly it can be done by no other means
than by the due and exquisite temper of nature, as
by the melody and delicate touch of an instrument ;
but secing it is of all things most difficult, it is sel-
dom or never attained unto ; and in all likelihood for
no other reason, more than through curious dil?-
gence and untimely impatience ; and therefore phi-
losophy hardly able to produce so excellent an eff'e.ct
in a pensive humour, and that without cause, busies
herself about human objects, and_ by persuasion and

-eloquence insinuating the love of virtue, equity, and.
concord, in the minds of men, draws multitudes of
people to a society, makes them subject to laws, obe-
dient to government, and forgetful of their unbridled
affections, whilst they give ear to precepts, and sub-
mit themselves to discipline; whence follows the
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building of houses, erecting of towns, planting of
fields and orchards with trees, and the like; inso”
much, that it would not be amiss to say, that cve?
thereby stones and woods were called together and
settled in order. And after serious trial made ‘m‘d
frustrated about the restoring of a body mortal, this
care of civil affairs follows in his due place; becau'se’
by a plain demonstration of the inevitable necessity
of death, men’s minds are moved to seck eternity bY
the fame and glory of their merits. It is also wisely
said in the fable, that Orpheus was averse from the
love of women and marriage, because the delights of
wedlock and the love of children do for the most Part
hinder men from enterprising great and noble desigh®
for the public good, holding posterity a sufficient steP
to immortality without actions.

Besides even the very works of wisdom, although
amongst all human things they do most excel, 40
nevertheless meet with their periods. For it happe®
that, after kingdoms and commonwealths have flow”
rished for a time, even tumults, and seditions, and
wars arise; in the midst of which hurly-burlies )ﬁr‘;‘t
laws are silent, men return to the pravity of thelf
natures; ficlds and towns are wasted and depop™”
lated ; and then, if their fury continue, learning %
philosophy must nceds be dismembered, so that a fe#”
fragments only in some places will be found like th¢
scattered boards of shipwreck, so as a barbarous
age must follow ; and the streams of Helicon bein8
hid under the earth, until the vicissitude of thing®
passing, they bregk out again and appear in some
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other remote nation, though not perhaps in the
same climate.

CCELUM, OR BEGINNINGS.

We have it from the poets by tradition, that
Ceelum was the ancientest of the gods, and that his
members of generation were cut off by his son Saturn,
Saturn had many children, but devoured them as
soon as they were born; Jupiter only escaped, who
being come to man’s estate, thrust Saturn his father
into hell, and so usurped the kingdom. Moreover,
he pared off his father'’s genitals with the same
faulchion that Saturn dismembered Ceelum, and cast
them into the sea, from whence came Venus. Not
long after this, Jupiter, being scarce settled and
confirmed in this kingdom, was invaded by two me-
morable wars: the first of the Titans, in the sup-
pressing of which Sol, who alone of all the Titans
favouring Jupiter’s side, took exceeding great pains.
The second was of the giants, whom Jupiter himgelf
destroyed with thunderbolts ; and so all wars being
ended, he reigned secure.

This fable scems cnigmatically to shew from
whence all things took their beginning, not m\%ch
differing from that opinion of philosophers, whxc?x
Democritus afterwards laboured to maintain, attr-
buting cternity to the first matter and not to the
world ; in which he comes somewhat near the truth
of divine writ, telling us of a huge deformed mass,
before the beginning of the six dfzys’ work.

The meaning of the fablc is this : by Ceelum may
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be understood that vast concavity or vaulted compass
that comprehends all matter; and by Saturn ma?’
be meant the matter itself, which takes from !119
parent all power of generating ; for the universality
or whole bulk of matter always remains the sames
neither increasing or diminishing in respect of the
quality of its nature; but by the divers agitation®
and motions of it were first produced imperfect, 87,
ill agreeing compositions of things, making, # ,lt
‘were, certain worlds for proofs or essays, and 80 v
~process of time a perfect fabric or structure was
framed, which would still retain and keep his form !
and therefore the government of the first age was
shadowed by the kingdom of Saturn, who for the
frequent dissolutions and short continuances of thin8®
was aptly feigned to devour his children. The 89¢°
ceeding government was deciphered by the reig? o
Jupiter, who confined those continual mutations “nt_o
Tartarus, a place signifying perturbation. This
place seems to be all that middle place between the
lower superficies of heaven and the centre of th°
carth, in which all perturbations, and fragility, **
mortality or corruption arc frequent. During y
former generation of things in the time of Sutul'nts
reign Venus was not born ; for so long as in the un¥”
versality of matter, discord was better and more PY¢”
valent than concord, it was necessary that ther?
should be a total dissolution or mutation, and that in
the whole fabric; and by this kind of generatio?
were creatures produced before Saturn was deprive
of his genitals. When this ccased, that other which
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was wrought by Venus immediately came in, consist-
ing in settled and prevalent concord of things, so that
mutation should be only in respect of the parts, the
universal fabric remaining whole and inviolate.
Saturn, they say, was deposed and cast down
into hell, but not destroyed and utterly extinguished ;
because there was an opinion that the world should
relapse into the old chaos and interregnum again,
which Lucretius prayed might not happen in his time:

¢ Quod procul A nobis flectat fortuna gubernans:
¢« Et ratio potius quam res persuadeat ipsa.”

0, guiding Providence be gracious,

That this dooms-day be far remov’d from us;
And grant, that by us it may be expected,
Rather than on us,’in our times effected.

For afterwards the world should subsist by its
oWn quantity and power: yet from the beginning
there was no rest; for in the celestial regions there
first followed notable mutations, which by the power
of the sun, predominating over superior bodies, were
50 quieted, that the state of the world should be con-
served ; and afterward, in inferior bodies, by the sup-
pressing and dissipating of inundations, tempests,
winds, and general earthquakes, a more peaceful
durable agrcement and tranquillity of things fol-
lowed. But of this fable it may convertibly be said,
that the fable contains philosophy, and philosophy
again the fable: for we know by faith, that
all these things are nothing else but the long-
since ceasing and failing oracles of sense, seeing that
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both the matter and fabric of the world arc most
truly referred to a Creator.

PROTEUS, OR MATTER.

The poets say that Proteus was Neptune’s herds-
man; a grave sire, and so excellent a prophet, that
he might well be termed thrice excellent: for he
knew not only things to come, but even things past
as well as prescnt; so that besides his skill in div¥”
nation, he was the messenger and interpreter of a.]l
antiquities and hidden mysteries. The place of hus
abode was a huge vast cave, where his custom W85
every day at noon to count his flock of sea-calvess
and then to go to sleep. Morcover, he that desired h.is
advice in any thing, could by no other means obtai®
it, but by catching him in manacles, and holding him
fast therewith; who, nevertheless, to be at liberty
would turn himself into all manner of forms and
wonders of nature; sometimes into fire, sometime®
into water, sometimes into the shape of beasts, and
the like, till at length he were restored to his OWP
form again.

This fable may seem to unfold the secrets of N
ture and the properties of matter. For under the
person of Proteus, the first matter, which, next 0
God, is the ancientest thing, may be represented
for matter dwells in the concavity of heaven 8
in a cave.

He is Neptune’s bond-man, beeause the opers”

tions and dispensations of matter are chiefly exercise
in liquid bodies.
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His flock or herd seems to be nothing but the
ordinary species of sensible creatures, plants, and
metals, in which matter seems to diffuse and, as it
Were, spend itself; so that after the forming and per-
fecting of thesc kinds, having ended as it were her
task, she scems to sleep and take her rest, not at-
tempting the composition of any more species. And
this may be the moral of Proteus counting of his
flock, and of his sleeping.

Now this is said to be done, not in the morning
nor in the evening, but at noon ; to wit, at such time
as is most fit and convenient for the perfecting and
bringing forth of species out of matter duly pre-
bared and predisposed ; and in the middle, as it were,
between their beginning and declinations, which we
know sufficiently, out of the holy history, to be done
about the time of the creation ; for then by the power
of that divine word (producat) matter at the Creator’s
command did congregatc itsclf, not by ambages or
turnings, but instantly, to the production of its work
into an act and constitution of species: and thus
far have we the narration of Proteus, free and unre-
strained, together with his flock complete ; for the
universality of things, with their ordinary structurcs
and compositions of specics, bears the face of matter.
not limited and constrained, and of the flock also of
material beings. Nevertheless, if any expert minister
of nature shall encounter matter by main force, vex-
ing and urging her with intent and purpose to re-
duce her to nothing, she contrariwise, secing annt-
hilation and absolute destruction cannot be effected
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by the omnipotency of God, being thus caught i .the
straits of necessity, doth change and turn herself mti
divers strange forms and shapes of things, so that ?
length, by fetching a circuit as it were, she comcs t10
a period, and, if the force continue, betakes hers®"
to her former being. The reason of which conStY‘,unt
or binding will be more facile and expedite, if mattef
be laid on by manacles, that is, by extremities.
Now whereas it is feigned that Protcus was !:
prophet, well skilled in three differences of times; !
hath an excellent agreement with the nature of M8t
ter: for it is necessary that he that will know the
properties and procecdings of matter, should com”
prehend in his understanding the sum of ]l thing®
which have been, which are, or shall be, although n'O

knowledge can extend so far as to singular and indi-
vidual beings.

MEMNON, OR A YOUTH TOO FORWARD:

The poets say that Memnon was the son o
Aurora, who, adorned with beautiful armour, and
animated with popular applause, came to ?he
Trojan war: where, in rash boldness, hasting
into, and thirsting after glory, he enters into singl®
combat with Achilles, the valiantest of all the GXe" -
cians, by whose powerful hand he was there slaif
But Jupiter pitying his destruction, sent birds £
modulate certain Jamentable and doleful notes at the
solemnization of his funeral obsequies. Wl‘f’se
statue also, the sun reflecting on it with his morning



THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIEN'TS, 11

beams, did usually, ‘as is reported, send forth a
mournful sound.

This fable may be applied to the unfortunate
destinies of hopeful young men, who like the sons of
Aurora, puffed up with the glittering shew of vanity
and ostentation, attempt actions above their strength,
and provoke and press the most valiant heroes to
combat with them, so that meceting with their over-
match, are vanquished and destroyed, whose un-
timely death is oft accompanied with much pity and
commiseration. Tor among all the disasters that
can happen to mortals, therc is none so lamentable
and so powerful to move compassion as the flower of
Virtue cropped with too sudden a mischance. Neither
hath it been often known that men in their green
years become so loathsome and odious, as that at
their deaths cither sorrow is stinted, or commiscra-
tion moderated : but that lamentation and mourning
do not only flutter about their obscquies like those
funeral birds, but this pitiful commiseration d‘oth
continue for a long space, and specially by occasions
and new motions, and beginning of grcat matters,
as it were by the morning rays of the sun, their
Passions and desires are renewed.

TITHONUS, OR SATIETY.

It is elegantly feigned that Tithonus was the
paramour of Aurora, who, desirous to enjoy his
company, petitioned Jupiter that he might never
die, but, through womanish oversight, forgetting to
insert this clause in her petition, that he might not

VoL, 3. 1
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withal grow old and fecble, it followed, that he was
only freed from the condition of mortality ; but for
old age, that came upon him in a marvellous 88

miserable fashion, agrecable to the state of those
who cannot die, yet every day grow weaker an

weaker with age. Insomuch that Jupiter, in con”
miseration of that his misery, did at length met#
morphose him into a grass-hopper.

This fable seems to be an ingenious characte? o
description of pleasure, which in the beginning, an
as it were in the morning, seems to be pleasont anc
delightful, that men desire they might enjoy ”nl ‘
monopolize it for ever unto themselves, unmind®
of that satiety and loathing, which, like old ag®
will come upon them before they be aware. And £
at last, when the use of pleasure leaves men, the
desire and affection not yet yielding unto death
it comes to pass that men please themselves only 'b}’
talking and commemorating those things WH¢
brought pleasure unto them in the flower of the!
age, which may be observed in libidinous perso®®

and also in men of military professions : the one dc;
lighting in beastly talk, the other boasting of thel

. : I
valourous deeds, like grass-hoppers, whose vigoy
consists only in their voice.

JUNO'S SUITOR, OR BASENESS.

The poets say, that Jupiter, to enjoy his justfol
delights, took upon him the shape of sundry cré®
tures, as of a bull, of an cagle, of a swan, and of ¢
golden shower : but being a suitor to Juno he cam®
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ina form most ignoble and base, an object full of
contempt and scorn, resembling indeed a miserable
Cuckoo, weather-beaten with rain and tempest,
Numbed, quaking, and half dead with cold.

This fable is wise, and seems to be taken out of
the bowels of morality; the sense of it being this,
that men boast not too much of themselves, think-
ing by ostentation of their own worth to insinuate
themselves into estimation and favour with men.
The success of such intentions being for the most
part measured by the nature and disposition of those
to whom men sue for grace: who; if of themselves
they be endowed with no gifts and ornaments of na-
ture, but are only of haughty and malignant spirits,
intimated by the person of Juno, then are suitors to
know that it is good policy to omit all kind of ap-
pearance that may any way shew their own least
Praise or worth; and that they much deceive them-
selves in taking any other course. Neither is it
enough to shew deformity in obsequiousness, unless

they also appear even abject and base in their very
persons.

CUPID, OR AN ATOM.

That which the poets say of Cupid, or Love,
cannot properly be attributed to one and the self
same person, and yet the difference is such, that, by
rejecting the confusion of persons, the similitude
may be received. .

They say that Love is the ancientest of all the
gods, and of all things else except chaos, which they
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hold to be a contemporary with it. Now, as touch-
ing chaos, that by the ancients was never digniﬁe‘1
with divine honour, or with the title of the god»
And as for Love, they absolutely bring him in with-
out a father; only some are of opinion, that he came
of an egg that was laid by Nox, and that on cha%®
he begat the god and all things clse. There 81
four things attributed to him, perpetual infancy’
blindness, nakedness, and an archery. There was
also another Love, which was the youngest of the
gods, and he, they say, was the son of Venus. O"

this also they bestow the attributes of the cldef

Love, as in some sort we will apply unto him.

This fable tends and looks to the cradle of na”
ture, Love sceming to be the appetite or desire ©
the first matter, or, to speak more plain, the natur®
motion of the atom, which is that ancient and only
power that forms and fashions all things out ©
matter, of which there is no parent, that is to Sify’
no cause, seeing every cause is ag g parent to 15
effect. Of this power or virtue there can be B0
cause in nature, as for God we always except him
for nothing was before it, and therefore no efficient
cause of it. Neither was there any thing better
known to nature, and therefore neither genus not
form. Wherefore whatsoever it is, positive it is, 4%
but inexpressible. Moreover, if the manner ant
proceeding of it were to be conceived, yet could ft
not be by any cause, sceing that, next unto Gods it
is the cause of éauses, itself only without any caust
And perchance there is no likelihood that the
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manner of it may be contained or comprehendea
within the narrow compass of human search. Not
Without reason therefore it is feigned to come of an
€g8g which was laid by Nox. Certainly the divine
Philosopher grants so much. Eccl. iii. 11. “Cuncta
“ fecit tempestatibus suis pulchra, et mundum tra-
“ didit disputationibus eorum, ita tamen ut non
“ inveniat homo opus, quod operatus est Deus, prin-
“ cipio ad finem.” That is, he hath made every thing
beautiful in their seasons, also he hath set the world
in their meditations, yet man cannot find the work
that God hath wrought, from the beginning even to
the end. For the principal law of nature, or power
of this desire, created, by God, in these parcels of
things, for concurring and meeting together, from
whose repetitions and multiplications all variety of
creatures proceeded and were composed, may dazzle
the eyes of men’s understandings, and comprehended
it can hardly be. The Greek philosophers are
obscrved to be very acute and diligent in searching
out the material principles of things: but in the be-
ginnings of motion, wherein consists all the efﬁca?y
of operation, they are negligent and weak, and in
this that we handle, they secem to be altogether
blind and stammering: for the opinion of the Peri-
pateticks concerning the appetite of matter caused
by privation, is in & manner nothing else but words,
which rather sound than signify any reality. And
those that refer it unto God do very well, but then
they leap up, they ascend not by degrees : for doubt-
less there 1s one chief law subordinate to God, in
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which all natural things concur and meet, the same
that in the fore-cited scripture is demonstratef1 lf‘
these words, “ Opus, quod operatus est Deus & princt”
“piousquead finem,” the work that God hath wrought
from the beginning even to the end. But Demo-
critus which entered more deeply into the consider®”
tion of this point, after he had conceived an 2t0™
with some small dimension and form, he attributed
unto it one only desire, or first motion simply or ”‘b:
solutely, and another comparatively or in respect’
for he thought that all things did properly te“d_to
the centre of the world, whereof those bodies which
were more material, descend with swifter motio®s
and those that had less matter did on the contf“_"y
tend upward. But this meditation was very shalloWs
containing less than was expedient : for neither the
turning of the celestial bodjes in a round, 1%
shutting and opening of things may seem to be Y€
duced or applied to this beginning. And as for that
opinion of Epicurus concerning the casual declinatio?
and agitation of the atom, it is but a mere toy, an
a plain cvidence, that he was ignorant of that point:
It is therefore more apparent, than we could wishs
that this Cupid, or Love, remains as yet Cloude,
under the shades of night. Now as concerning
attributes : he ig clegantly described with perpetV
infancy or childhood, because compound bodies they
seem greater and more stricken in years; whered®
the first seeds of things or atoms, they are little and
diminute, and always in their infancy.

He is also well foigned to be naked, because 8
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compound bodies to a man rightly judging, scem to
be apparelled and cloathed, and nothing to be pro-
perly naked but the first particles of things.

Concerning his blindness, the allegory is full of
wisdom: for this love, or desire, whatsoever it be,
Seems to have but little providence, as directing his
pace and motion by that which it perceives necarest,
not unlike blind men that go by feeling: more
admirable then must that chief divine providence be,
which, from things empty and destitute of provi-
dence, and as it were blind, by a constant and fatal
law produceth so excellent an order and beauty of
things.

The last thing which is attributed unto Love is
archery, by which is meant, that his virtue is such,
as that it works upon a distant object : because that
whatsoever operates afar off, scems to shoot, as it
were, an arrow. Wherefore whosoever holds the
being both of atoms and vacuity, must needs infer,
that the virtue of the atom reacheth to a distant
object; for if it werc not so, there could be no
motion at all, by reason of the intchOS"tmn of
vacuity, but all things would stand stone still, and
remain immovcable.

Now as touching that other Cupid, or Love, he
may well be termed the youngest of the gods, be-
cause he could have no being, before the constitution
of species.  And in his description the allegory may
be applicd and traduced to manners: nevertheless
he holds some kind of conformity with the elder;
for Venus doth generally stir up a desire of conjunc-
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tion and procreation, and Cupid her son doth ﬂPPIY
this desire to some individual nature; so that the
general disposition comes from Venus, the more
exact sympathy from Cupid : the one derived fro™
causes more near, the other from beginnings mor®
remote and fatal, and as it were from the elder

Cupid, of whom every exquisite sympathy doth
depend.

DIOMEDES, OR ZEAL.

Diomedes flourishing with great fame and glory
in the Trojan wars, and in high favour with Pallas
was by her instigated, being indeed forwarder tha®
he should have been, not to forbear Venus a jots if
he encountered with her in fight; which very boldl.x
he performed, wounding her in the right arm. Thi
bresumptuous fact he carried clear for a while, and

being honoured and renowned for hi

s many heroi
deeds, at 1

ast returned into his own country, wher¢
finding himself hard bestead wigl, domestic troubless -
fled into Italy, betaking himself to the protection ©
forcigners, where in the beginning he was fortunate
and royally entertained by King Daunus with sum'l)'
tuous gifts, raising many statues in honour of him
throughout his dominions. But upon the very firsb
calamity that happened unto this nation, whercunt®
he was fled for succour, King Daunus enters into &
conceit with himself that he had entertained a wicked
guest into his fumily, and a man odious to the g‘)d'
dess, and an impugner of their divinity, that had
dared, with his sword, to assault and wound that
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goddess, who, in their religion, they held it sacrilege
S0 much as to touch. Therefore, that he might ex-
piate his country’s guilt, nothing respecting the
duties of hospitality, when the bonds of religion tied
him with a more reverend regard, suddenly slew
Diomedes, commanding withal that his trophies and
statues should be abolished and destroyed. Neither
Wwas it safe to lament this miserable destiny; but
even his companions in arms, whilst they mourned
at the funeral of their captain, and filled all the
places with plaints and lamentations, were suddenly
metamorphosed into birds like unto swans, who,
when their death approacheth, sing melodious and
mournful hymns.

This fable hath a most rare and singular subject:
for in any of the poetical records, wherein the heroes
are mentioned, we find not that any one of them,
besides Diomedes, did ever with his sword offer vio-
lence to any of the dcitics. And indeed, the fable
seems in him to represent the nature and fortune of
man, who of himself doth propound and make t]l.lS.‘ as
the end of all his actions, to worship some divine
power, or to follow some sect of religion, though
never so vain and superstitious, and with force and
arms to defend the same : for although those bloody
quarrels for religion were unknown to ancients, the
heathen gods not having so much as a touch of that
jealousy, which is an attribute of the true God, yot
the wisdom of the ancient times seems to be so
copious and full, as that, what was not known by
experience, was yet comprehended by meditations
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and fictions. They then that endeavour to reform .
and convince any sect of religion, though vain, €or*
rupt, and infamous, shadowed by the person ©
Nenus, not by the force of argument and doctrin®
and holiness of life, ana by the weight of exampl‘:'S
and authority, but labour to extirpate and root it
out by fire and sword, and tortures, ate encourageds
it may be, thereunto by Pallas, that is, by the acrity
of prudence, and severity of judgment, by whos®
vigour and effieacy, they sce into the falsity apd
vanity of these errors. And by this their hatred 0
pravity, and good zeal to religion, they purchase to
themselves great glory, and by the vulgar, to who™
nothing moderate can be grateful, are esteem®
and honoured as. the only supporters of truth and
religion, when others scem to be lukewarm and ful
of fear. Yet this glory and happiness doth seldo™
fandure to the end, seeing every violent prosperitys !
1t prevent not alteration by an untimely death, groW*
to be unprosperous at last: for if it happen that bY
a change of government this banished and depresse
sect get strength, and so bear up again, then thes®
zealous men, so fierce in opposition before, are €07
demned, their very names are hateful, and all thetf
glory ends in obloquy. .

In that Diomedes is said to be murdered by b
host, it gives us to understand that the difference ©
religion breeds deceit and treachery, even amobB
nearest acquaintance.

Now in that lamentation and mourning was not
tolerated but punished ; it puts us in mind, that 1¢f
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there be never so nefarious an act done, yet there is
some place left for commiseration and pity, that even
those that hate offences should yet in humanity
commiserate offenders and pity their distress, it
being the extremity of evil when mercy is not suf-
fered to have commerce with misery. Yea, even in
the cause as well of religion as impiety, many men
may be noted and observed to have been compas-
sionate. But on the contrary the complaints and
moans of Diomedes’ followers, that is, of men of the
same sect and opinion, are wont to be shrill and
loud, like swans, or the Dbirds of Diomedes. In
whom also that part of the allegory is excellent, to
signify, that the last words of those that suffer death
for religion, like the songs of dying swans, do won~
derfully work upon the minds of men, and strike and
remain a long time in their senses and memories.

PADALUS, OR MECHANIC.

Mechanical wisdom and industry, and in it un-
lawful science perverted to wrong ends, is shadowed
by the ancients under the person of Dadalus, a
man ingenious, but exccrable. This Dwdalus, for
murdering his fellow servant that emulated him,
being banished, was kindly entertained, during his
exile, in many cities and princes’ courts: for indeed
he was the raiser and builder of many goodly struc-
tures, as well in honour of the gods, as the beauty
and magnificence of cities, and other public places,
but for his works of mischief he is most notorious.
1t is he that framed the engine which Pasiphaé used
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to satisfy her lust in company with a bull, so that by
his wretched industry, and pernicious device, that
monster Minotaur, the destruction of so many hope-
ful youths, took his accursed and infamous begi_n‘
ning; and studying to cover and increase one mischief
with another, for the security and preservation of
this monster he invented and built a labyrinth, &
work for intent and use most nefarious and wicked?
for skill and workmanship, famous and excellent:
Afterwards, that he might not be noted only for
works of mischief, but be sought after as well for
remedies, as for instruments of destruction, he Was
the author of that ingenious device concerning the
clue of thread, by which the labyrinth was made
passable without any let. This Dwdalus was pet-
secuted by Minos with great severity, diligence, and
inquiry, but he always found the means to avoid and
escape his tyranny. Lastly, he taught his son Icarus
to fly, but the novice, in ostentation of this arbs
soaring too high, fell into the seq and was drowned.

The parable seems to be thus: in the beginning
of it may be noted that kind of envy or cmulation
that lodgeth, and wonderfully sways and domincers
amongst excellent artificers, there being no kind of
people more reciprocally tormented with bitter and
deadly hatred than they. -

The banishment also of Deedalus, a punishment
inflicted on him against the rules of policy and pro-
vidence, is worth the noting : for artificers have this
prerogative to find entertainment and welcome in
all countries, so that exile to an excellent workman
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can hardly be termed a punishment, whereas other

conditions and states of life can scarce live out of
their own country. The admiration of artificers is
Propagated and increased in foreign and strange
hations, secing it is a natural and inbred disposition
of men to value their own countrymen, in respect of
mechanical works, less than strangers.

Concerning the use of mechanical arts, that
which follows is plain. The life of man is much be-
holden to them, sceing many things, conducing to
the ornament of religion, to the grace of civil disci-
Pline, and to the beautifying of all human kind, are
extracted out of their treasurics: and yet notwith-
Standing, from the same magazine or store-housc are
Produced instruments both of lust and death ; for to
omit the wiles of bands, we well know how far ex-
quisite poisons, warlike engines, and such like mis-
chiefs, the cffects of mechanical inventions, do
exceed the Minotaur himself in malignity and
Savage cruelty. : , '

Moreover that of the labyrinth is an excellent
allegory, whereby is shadowed the nature of mecha-
nical sciences, for all such handicraft works as are
more ingenious and accurate, may be compared to &
labyrinth, in respect of subtilty and divers intricate
passages, and in other plain resemblances, which by
the eye of judgement can hardly be guided and
discerned, but only by the line of experience.

Neither is it impertinently added, that he which
invented the intricate nooks of the labyrinth, did also
shew the commodity of the clue: for mechanical arts
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are of ambiguous use, serving as well for hurt as fof
remedy, and they have in a manner power both to
loose and bind themselves.

Unlawful trades, and so by consequence, art®
themselves, are often persecuted by Minos, that is bY
laws, which do condemn them, and prohibit men to
use them. Nevertheless they are hid and retained
every where, finding lurking holes and places ©
receit, which was well observed by Tacitus of the
mathematicians and figure-flingers of his time, i“'a
thing not so much unlike ; « Genus hominum quod “3
“ civitate nostra semper et retinebitur et vetabitur:
There is a kind of men that will always abide in ouf
city, though always forbidden. And yet notwith-
standing unlawful and curious arts of what kind
soever, in tract of time, when they cannot perfor™
what they promise, do fall from the good opinio?
that was held of them, no otherwise than Icarus fel
down from the skies, they grow to be contemned and
scorned, and so perish by too much ostentation. And
to say the truth, they are not so happily restrain®
by the yeins of law, as bewrayed by their own vanity”

ERICTHONIUS, OR IMPOSTURE.

The poets fable that Vulcan solicited MinerVd
for her virginity, and impatient of denial, with 8P
inflamed desire, offered herviolence, but in strugglif’g
his seed fell upon the ground, whereof came Eric”
thonius, whose body, from the middle upward, wa#
of a comely and apt proportion, but his thighs and
legs like the tail of an cel, small and deformed. T
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which monstrosity, he being conscious, became the
first inventor of the use of chariots, whereby that
part of his body which was well proportioned might
be seen, and the other which was ugly and uncomely
might be hid.

This strange and prodigious fiction may seem to
shew that art, which, for the great use it hath of fire,
1s shadowed by Vulean, although it labour by much
striving with corporeal substances to force nature,
and to make her subject to it, she being for her in-
dustrious works rightly represented by Minerva,
yet seldom or never attains the end it aims at, but
with much ado and great pains, wrestling as it
were with her, comes short of its purpose, and pro-
duceth certain imperfect births, and lame works, fair
to the eye, but weak and defective in use, which
many impostors, with much subtilty and deceit, set
to view, and carry about, as it were in triumph, as
may for the most part be noted in chemical produc-
tions, and other mechanical subtilties and novelties,
especially when, rather prosecuting their intent,
than reclining their errors, they rather strive to
overcome nature by force ; than sue for her embrace-
ments by due obsequiousness and observance.

DEUCALION, OR RESTITUTION.

The poets say that the people of the old world
being destroyed by a general deluge, Deucalion and
Pyrrha were only left alive; who praying with fer-
vent and zealous devotion, that they might know by
what means to repair mankind, had answer from an
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oracle that they should obtain what they desired, if
taking the bones of their mother they cast them be-
hind their backs; which at first struck them with
great amazement and despair, secing, all things
being defaced by the flood, it would be an endless
work to find their mother’s sepulchre, but at length
they understood that by bones, the stones of the
earth, secing the carth was the mother of all thing$
were signified by the oracle.

This fable scems to reveal a sceret of natur’
and to correct an error familiar to men’s conceits:
for through want of knowledge men think that
things may take renovation and restoration from
their putrefaction and dregs, no otherwise than
the pheenix from the ashes, which in no case can be
admitted, sceing such kind of materials, when they
have fulfilled their periods, are unapt for the begin-

nings of such things: we must thercfore look back
to more common principles.

NEMESIS, OR THE VICISSITUDE OF
THINGS.

Nemesis is said to be a goddess venerable unt®
all, but to be feared of none but potentates and For-
tune’s favourites. She is thought to be the daughte?
of Oceanus and Nox. Sheis pourtrayed with Wiflgs
on her shoulders, and on her head a coronet, bearing
in her right hand a javelin of ash, and in her left &
pitcher with the similitudes of Aithiopians cugraven

on it; and lastly, she is described sitting on %
hart.
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The parable may be thus unfolded. Her name
Nemesis doth plainly signify revenge or retribution,
her offico and administration being, like a tribune of
th‘;} beople, to hinder the constant and perpetual
f‘fhmty of happy men, and to interpose her word,

veto,” I forbid the continuance of it; that is, not only
to chastise insolency, but to intermix prosperity,
,thoug}l harmless, and in a mean, with the vicissi-
tudes of adversity, as if it were a custom, that no
mortal may should be admitted to the table of the
gods but for sport. Truly when I rcad that chapter,
Wherein Cajug Plinius hath collected his misfortunes
and miseries of Augustus Ceesar, whom of all men I
thought the most happy, who had also a kind of art
touse angq enjoy his fortune, and in whose mind might
be noted neither pride, nor lightness, nor niceness,
no? disorder, nor meclancholy, as that he had ap-
PD.lnted a time to dic of his own accord, I then deemed
this goddess to be great and powerful, to whose altar
80 worthy a sacrifice as this was drawn.

The parents of this goddess were Oceanus and
Nox, that is, the vicissitude of things and divine
judgement obscure and secret: for the alteration of
things are aptly represented by the sca, in respect
of the continual ebbing and flowing of it, and hidden
Providence is well set forth by the night: for even
the nocturnal Nemesis, sceing human judgement
differs much from divine, was sexiously observed by
the heathen. "

Virgil Aneid. lib. 2.

“ m— Cadit ct Riphcus justissimus unus,
VOL, 3, r
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 Qui fuit ex Teucris, et servantissimus wqui.
¢ Diis aliter visum —"

That day, by Greckish force, was Ripheus slain,
So just and strict observer of the law,

As Troy, within her walls, did not contain

A better man: Yet God then good it saw.

. . . es
She is described with wings, because the chan8 |

of things are so sudden, as that they are scen, bcfol’.‘z
forescen: for in the records of all ages, we find !
for the most part true, that great potentates, 9‘,“
wise men, have perished by those misfortuncs whl(.: n
they most contemned ; as may be obscr"ed 'ls
Marcus Cicero, who being admonished by DetV
Brutus of Octavius Ceesar’s hypocritical fricndshl};
and hollow-heartedness towards him, returns tht
answer, “ Te autem, mi Brute, sicut debeo, amo, quo
“istud quicquid est nugarum me scire voluisti.” I Inuso
ever acknowledge myself, dear Brutus, beholden ¢
thee, in love, for that thou hast been so careful to 2%
quaint me with that which I estcem but as a necdle®®
trifle to be doubted.

Nemesis is also adorned with a coronet, to she¥
the envious and malignant disposition of the vulgal‘;
for when fortune’s favourites and great poten’ﬂi’:te
come to ruin, then do the common people rcjowc:
setting, as it were, a crown upon the head of 1¢
venge.

The javelin in her right hand points at thos®
whom she actually strikes and pierceth thorough .

And before those whom she destroys not in thel;{
calamity and misfortunc, she ever presents that blac
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and dismal spectacle in her left hand : for question-
less to men sitting as it were upon the pinnacle of
p.rosperity, the thoughts of death, and painfulness of
sickness and misfortunes, perfidiousness of friends,
treachery of foes, change of estate, and such like,
Seem as ugly to the eye of their meditations, as those
Ethiopians pictured in Nemesis’ pitcher. Virgil in
describing the battle of Actium speaks thus clegantly
of Cleopatra,

“ Regina in mediis patrio vocat agmina sistro
L "
“ Nec dum ctiam geminos & tergo respicit angucs.

The queen amidst this hurly-burly stands,

And with her country timbrel calls her bands;
Nog spying yet, where crawl’d behind ber back,
Two deadly snakes with venom speckled black.

But not long after, which way soever she turned,
troops of Ethiopians were still before her eyes.

Lastly, it is wisely added that Nemesis rides
Upon an hart, becaiise an hart is a most lively crea-
ture. And albeit, it may be, that such as are cut of?
by death in their youth prevent and shun the pow.'er
of Nemegis ; yet doubtless such, whose prosperity
and power continue long, are made subject unto
her, ang lie, as it were, trodden under her fect.

ACHELOUS, OR BATTLE.

It is a fable of antiquity, that when Hercules
and Achclous as rivals contended for the marriage
of Decjanira, the matter drew them to combat,
wherein Achelous took upon him many divers shapes,
for so was it in his power to do, and amongst others,
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transforming himself into the likeness of a furiots
wild bull, assaults Hercules and provokes him t“’i
fight. But Hercules, for all this, sticking to his ol

human form, courageously encounters him, ond 59
the combat gocs roundly on. But this was th,G
event, that Hercules tore away one of the buu;
horns, wherewith he being mightily daunted 8P

grieved, to ransom his horn again, was contented to
give Hercules, in exchange thercof, the Amalthea?
horn, or cornu-copia, f
"This fable hath relation unto the expeditions ©
war, for the preparationg thercof on the defensi¥®
part, which, expressed in the person of Achclous, 3¢
very diverse and uncertain, But the invading party
is most commonly of one sort, and that very Single’
consisting of an army by land, or perhaps of a naVX
by sea. But for 5 king that in his own territory’
expects an enemy, his occasions arc infinite. He
fortifies towns, he assembles men out of the cou?
tries and villages, he raiseth citadels, he builds aP

breaks down bridges, he disposeth £arrisons, an

placeth troops of soldicrs on passages of rivers; O
ports, on mountains, and ambushes in woods, and 1
busied with a multitude of other dircetions, insomuch
that every day he preseribeth new forms and order®;
and then”at Jast having accommodated all thing®
complete for defence, he then rightly represents the
form and manner of 5 fierce fighting bull. On th(f
other side, the invader’s greatest care is, the fem.
to be distressed for vietuals in an enemy’s count"y"
and therefore affects chiefly to hasten on battle: {01
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if it s.hould happen, that after a field fight, he prove
the victor, and as it were, break the horn of the
enemy, then certainly this follows, that his énemy
b?l_ng stricken with terror, and abased in his repu-
:atmn: .pre:s.ently bewrays his weakness, and seeking
O repair his loss, retires himself to some strong hold,
Z?;‘ndoning to the conqueror the spoil and sack of
. country and cities; which may well be termed a
ype of the Amalthcan horn.

DIONYSUS, OR PASSIONS.

}mvirrll‘heg say that Scemele, J upite.r’s sweetheart,
‘o 8 bound her paramour by an irrevocable O{lth
: gl‘ant her one request which she would require,
foexilx:ed that. he would accompany her in the same
‘wherem he accompanied Juno: which he
gl'ann-ng, as not able to deny, it came to pass that
the Miserable wench was burnt with lightning. But
the infant which she bare in her womb, Jupiter the
.father took out, and kept it in a gash which he cut
m his thigh till the months were complete that it
should be hoyn, This burthen made Jupiter some-
what to limp, whereupon the child, because it was
hfiavy and troublesome to its father while it lay in
his thigh, was called Dionysus. Being born, it was
committed to Proscrpina for some years to be nursed,
and being grown up, it had such a maiden-face as
that a man could hardly judge whether it were a
boy or girl. Ile was dead also, and buried for a
jcime, but afterwards revived: being but a youth, he
invented and taught the planting and dressing of
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vines, the making also and usc of wine; for wllntcllllé
becoming famous and renowned, he subjugz}tC( e
world cven to the uttermost bounds of India- .
rode in a chariot drawn by tigers. There danc ’
about him certain deformed hobgoblins called Cobar ;
Acratus, and others, yea, cven the muses also WCe
some of his followers, He took to wife Armdnt (;
forsaken and left by Thescus. The tree sacred un

him was the ivy. He was held the inventor mﬁ‘
institutor of sacrifices and ceremonies, and fulltk o
corruption and cruelty. e had power to sttl ¢
men with fury or madness; for it is the
at the celebration of his orgies, two fa
Pentheus and Orpheus,
tain frantic women,
tree to behold thej
the other for makip
his gods,
Jupiter’s.

rcpol‘ted: .
mous WortthS:
were torn in picces by cer
the one hecause he got upon ?
r ceremonies in these sacriﬁcesz"
g melody with his harp 3 and ?]
they are in o manner the same With

There is such cxcellent morality couched in th}? '
fable, as that moral philosophy affords not better ?
for under the person of Bacchus is described the
nature of affection, Passion, or perturbation, ic
mother of which, though never go hurtful, is nothing
else but the object of apparent good in the cyes ol
appetite : and it jg always conccived in an unmqul
desire, rashly propounded and obtained, before wel
understood and considered ; and when it begins t‘;_
Brow, the mother of it, which is the desirc Od
apparent good by too much fervency, is destroye
and perisheth : nevertheless, whilst yet it is an im-
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perfect embryo, it is nourished and preserved in the
human soul, which is as it were a father unto it, and
represented by Jupiter ; but especially in the inferior
part thereof, as in a thigh, where also it causeth so
n.luch trouble and vexation, as that good determina-
tions and actions are much hindered and lamed
thereby : and when it comes to be confirmed by con-
sent and habit, and breaks out as it were into act, it
remains yet a while with Proserpina as with a nurse;
that is, it secks corners and secret places, and as it
were, caves under ground, until the rcins of shame
and fear being laid aside in a pampered audacious-
ness, it either takes the pretext of some virtue, or
}’Ccomes altogether impudent and shameless. And
it is most true, that every vehement passion is of a
doubtful sex, as being masculine in the first motion,
but feminine in prosecution.

It is an excellent fiction that of Bacchus’s reviv-
ing ; for passions do sometimes seem to be in a dead
sleep, and as it were utterly extinct; but we should
not think them to be so indeed; no, though
they lay as it were in their grave: for let there be
but matter and opportunity offered, and you shall
see them quickly to revive again.

The invention of wine is wittily ascribed unte
him ; every affection being ingenious and skilful in
finding out that which brings nourishment unto 1t;
and indeed, of all things known to men, wine is
most powerful and efficacious to excite and kindle
passions of what kind socver, as being in a manner
common nurse to them all.
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Again, his conquering of nations and undfl;
taking infinite expeditions is an elegant device; ‘°
desire never rests content with what it hath, but w1
an infinite and unsatiable appetite still covets a0
gapes after more. S

His chariot also is well said to be drawn BY
tigers ; for as soon as any affection shall, from golﬂig
afoot, be advaiiced to ride in a chariot, and sh®
captivate reason, and lead her in a triumph, it gr?wf
cruel, untamed, and fierce against whatsocver with
stands or opposeth it.

It is worth the noting also, that those I'i(licu1'011£.a
hobgoblins are brought in dancing about his chariots
for every passion doth cause, in the eyes, face, 80
gesture, certain indecent and ill-seeming, apish aB ¢
deformed motions ; so that they who in any kind ©
passion, as in anger, arrogancy, or love seem
glorious and brave in their own eyes, do yet apped”
to others mis-shapen and ridiculous.

In that the muses are said to be of his compan}"’
it shews that there is no affection almost, which 3
not soothed by some art wherein the indulgence ©
wits doth derogate from the glory of the m“sjes’
who, when they ought to be the mistresses of 11£¢r
are made the waiting-maids of affections. 1

Again, when Bacchus is said to have 1'0""
Ariadne that was rejected by Theseus; it 18 afi
allegory of special observation ; for it is most cel;
tain, that passions always covet and desire that which
experience forsakes; and they all know, who h"‘vi
paid dear for serving and obeying their lusts, tha

-
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whether it be honour, or riches, or delight, or glory,
or knowledge, or any thing else which they seek
after, yet are they but things cast off, and by divers
Men in all ages, after experience had, utterly rejected
and loathed. ' .

Neither is it without a mystery, that the ivy was
Sacred to Bacchus; for the application holds first,
i.n that the ivy remains green in winter. Secondly,
In that it sticks to, embraceth, and overtoppeth so
many divers bodies, as trees, walls, and edifices.
Touching the first, every passion doth by resistance
and reluctation, and as it were by an antiperistasis,
like the ivy of the cold winter, grow fresh and lusty:
and as for the other, every predominate affection
doth again, like the ivy, embrace and limit all human
actions and determinations, adhering and cleaving
fast unto them.

Neither is it a wonder, that superstitious rites
and ceremonies were attributed unto Bacchus, seeing
every giddy-headed humour keeps in a mannex
revel-rout in false religions; or that the'cause of
madness shoyld be ascribed unto him, seeing cvery
affection is by nature a short fury, which, if it grow
vehement and become habitual, concludes madness.

Concerning the rending and dismembering of
Pentheus and Orpheus, the parable is- plain, for
every prevalent affection is outrageous and severe,
and against curious inquiry and wholesome and free
admonition.

Lastly, that confusion of Jupiter and Bacchus’
persons may be well transferred to a parable,
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seeing noble and famouyg acts, and remarkable' “n‘:
glorious merits do sometimes proceed from virts
and well ordered reason and magnanimity, an
sometimes from a sceret affection and hidden P2
sion, which are so dignified with the celebrity of fam®
and glory, that a man can hardly distinguish betwee!
the acts of Bacchus and the gests of J upiter.

ATALANTA, OR GAIN.

Atalanta, who wasg reputed to excel in swiftnes® ’1
would needs challenge Hippomenes at a mateh ¥
running. The conditions of the prize were thcsé’
that if Hippomenes won the race he should espo¥s’
Atalanta; if he were outrun that then he shoul
forfeit his life, Ang in the opinion of all, the victory
was thought assured of Atalanta’s side, being famou®
as she was, for her matchless and inconqucrab ¢
speed, whereby she had been the banc of mm,ly‘
Hippomenes therefore bethinks him how to decel"?
her by a trick, and in that regard provides thfce
golden apples or balls, which he purposely carri®
about him. The race is begun, and Atalanta gets i;
good start before him. He seeing himself thus ca$
behind, being mindful of his device, throws one °t
his golden balls before her, and yet not outrigh
but somewhat of the one side, both to make th:
linger and also to draw her out of the right courS‘Cl'
she out of a womanish desire, being thus enticed }’“t:
the beauty of the golden apple, leaving her dir¢
14€e, Tuns aside and stoops to catch the ball. HiP”
pomenes the while holds on his course, getting therc”
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by a great start, and Jeaves her behind him : but she
by her own natural swiftness, recovers her lost time
and gets before him again. But Hippomenes still -
continues his sleight, and both the second and third
times cast out his balls, those enticing delays ; and
so by craft, and not by his activity, wins the race
and victory, ,

This fable scems allegorically to demonstrate a
n.otuble conflict between art and nature; for art,
signified by Atalanta, in its work, if it be not letted
and hindered, is far more swift than nature, more
speedy in pace, and sooner attains the end it aims at,
Wllii:h 1S manifest almost in every cffect; as you may
Se¢ I fruit-trees, whercof those that grow of a ker-
nel are long ere they bear, but such as are grafted
Onastock a great deal sooner. You may see it in
.Clﬂy, which in the generation of stones, is long cre
1t become hard, but in the burning of bricks is very
quickly effected. Also in moral passages you may
observe, that it is a long time ere, by the benefit of
nature, sorrow can be assuaged, and comfort at-
tained ; whereas philosophy, which s, as it were, art
of living, tarries not the leisure of time, but doth it
iPflstantly and out of hand ; and yet this prerogative
and singular agility of art is hindered by certain
golden apples, to the infinite prejudice of human
proccedings : for there is not any one art or science
which constantly perseveres in a true and lawful
course, till it come to the proposed end or mark,
but ever and anon makes stops after good beginnings,
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. com- -
leaves the race, and turns aside to profit and
modity, like Atalanta.

“ Declinat cursus, aurumque volubile tollit.”

Who doth her course forsake,
The rolling gold doth take.

And therefore it is no wonder that art hath 1‘:;3
the power to conquer naturc; and by pact OF -
of conquest to kill and destroy her; but on the ¢ o
trary, it falls out that art becomes subject to natu ’
and yields the obedience as of a wife to her husba®

PROMETHEUS, OR THE STATE OF MAY

The ancients deliver that Prometheus made:l
man of clay, mixed with certain parcels ta.kelfl.f“;i
divers animals, who, studying to maintain thlsd .
work by art, that he might not be account¢ ]
founder only but a propagator of human kind, Stohe
up to heaven with a bundle of twigs, which ]
kindled at the chariot of the sun, came down aga
and communicated it with men; and yet the?’ 5;{)
that notwithstanding this excellent work of his -
was requited with ingratitude in a treacherous cfﬂn
spiracy ; for they accused both him and his inventi®’
to Jupiter, which was not so taken as was mee't 11.
should, for the information was pleasing to Jupit®
and all the gods: and therefore in a merry mOor’
granted unto men, not only the use of fire but Pj -~
petual youth also, a boon most acceptable and d'c
sirable. They being as it were overjoyed, ¢!



THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS. 69

foolishly lay this gift of the gods upon the back of an
ass, who being wonderfully oppressed with thirst and
near a fountain, was told by a serpent which had
the custody thereof, that he should not drink unless
he woulq promise to give him the burthen that was
o0 his back. The silly ass accepted the condition,
and 5o the restoration of youth, sold for a draught
of water, passed from men to serpents. But Prome-
theus, ful] of malice, being reconciled unto men,
after they were frustrated of their gift, but in a
chafe yet witp, Jupiter, feared not to use deceit in
sacrifice 5 for having killed two bulls, and in one of
their hides wrapt up the flesh and fat of them both,
and in the other only the bones, with a great
shew of religious devotion gave Jupiter his choice,
who detesting his fraud and hypocrisy, but taking an
occasion of revenge, chose that which was stopped
with bones, and so turning to revenge, when he saw
that the insolency of Prometheus would not be re-
Pressed but by laying some grievous affliction upon
mankind, in the forming of which he so much
bragged and boasted, commanded Vulcan to frame
a goodly beautiful woman, which being done, every
one of the gods bestowed a gift on her; whereupon
she was called Pandora. To this woman they gave
in her hand a goodly box full of all miseries and ca-
lamities, only in the bottom of it they put Hope;
with this box she comes first to Prometheus, thinking
to catch him, if peradventure he should accept it at
her hands, and so open it; which he nevertheless,
with good providence and foresight refused : where-
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upon she goes to Epimetheus, who, though b""the.r
to Prometheus, yet was of a much differing dispost”
tion, and offers this box unto him, who without dely
took it, and rashly opened it ; but when he saW that
all kind of miseries came fluttering about his eaI‘S;
being wise too late, with great speed and carnes
endeavour clapped on the cover, and so with muct
ado retained Hope sitting alone in the bottom: b
last Jupiter laying many and grievous crimes to
Prometheus’ charge, as that he had stolen fire fro™
heaven, that in contempt of his majesty he sacrific®
a bull's hide stuffed with bones, that he scornfally
rejected his gift, and besides al] this, that he offered
violence to Pallas, cast him into chains, and doom®
him to perpetual torment; and by Jupiter’s com”
mand wag brought to the mountain Caucasus, a'n‘
there bound fast, to g pillar that he could not st
there came an eagle also, that every day sat tiring
upon his liver and wasted it; but as much as W%
caten in the day grew again in the night, that matte’
for torment to work upon might never decay.

yet they say there was an end of this punishmen“
for Hercules crossing the ocean in a cup, which the:
Sun gave him, came to Caucasus, and set Prome
theus at liberty by shooting the eagle with an arro‘f"
Moreover, in some nations there were instituted ™

the honour of Prometheus, ce

rtain games of lamp”
bearers,

in which they that strived for the prize were
wont to carry torches lighted, which whoso suffer®

to go out, yielded the place and victory to those that
followed, and 5o cast back themselves, so that who”
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Soever came first to the mark with his torch burning
got the prize.

This fable demonstrates and presseth many true
and grave speculations, whercin some things have
been heretofore well noted, others not so much as
touched,

Prometheus doth clearly and elegantly signify
Providence : for in the universality of nature, the
fabric and constitution of man only was by the
ancients pic;ked out and chosen, and attributed unto

rovidence ag g peculiar work. The reason of it
Scems to be, not only in that the nature of man is
capable of a ming and understanding, which is the-
seat of providence, and therefore it would seem
Strange and incredible, that the reason and mind
sh?‘ﬂd so proceed and flow from dumb and deaf
Principles, as that it should necessarily be concluded,
the soul of man to be endued with providence, not
Without the example, intention, and stamp of a
8reater providence. But this also is chiefly pro-
Pounded, that man is as it were the centre of the
world in respect of final causes; so that if man were
not in nature, all things would seem to stray and
Wander without purpose, and like scattered branches,
as they say, without inclination to their end ; for all
things attend on man; and he makes use of, and
gathers fruit from all creatures; for the revolutions
and periods of stars make both for the distinctions of
times and the distribution of the world’s light.
Metcors also arc referred to presages of tempests;
and winds are ordained as well for navigation, as for

3
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turning of mills and other engines ; and plants: a;l‘l
animals of what kind soever, are useful cither Or
men’s houses and places of shelter, or for raiments?
for food, or medicine, or for ease of labour, of P ¥
word, for delight and solace ; so that all things see™
to work, not for themselves, but for man. ¢
Neither is it added without consideration th®
certain particles were taken from divers living ¢r¢*
tures, and mixed and tempered with that clayic masS:
because it is most true, that of all things ComI,)re
hended within the compass of the universe, man 1* 0;
thing most mixed and compounded, insomuch thﬂ'
he was well termed by the ancients a little world
for although the chemists do, with too much ¢
riO_Sity, take and wrest the elegancy of this wor
Microcosm ‘to the letter, contending to find in mo?
all ‘minerals, aly vegetables, and the rest, or any
thing that holds Proportion with them ; yet this PI’O‘
position remains sound and whole, that the body ©
man, of all material beings, is found to be most €O
- pounded and most organical, whereby it is endu®
and furnished with most admirable virtues and -
culties : and as for simple bodies, their powers fwe
not many, though certain and violent, as oxistinE
without being weakened, diminished, or stint®,
by mixture ; for the multiplicity and excellency ©
operation have thejr residence in mixture and cO™
position, and yet, nevertheless, man in his origin® ’
seetns to be a thing unarmed and naked, and unabl®
to help itself, ag needing the aid of many thing®’
therefore Promethens made haste to find out fir®
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which suppeditates and yields comfort and help in a
Manner to all human wants and necessities; so that
if the soul be the form of forms, and if the hand be
the instrument of instruments, fire deserves well to
be called the succour of succours, or the help of
helps, which infinite ways affords aid and assistance
to all labours and mechanical arts, and to the sciences
themselyes,

The manner of stealing this fire is aptly de-
scribed, even from the nature of things : it was, they
say, by a bundle of twigs held to touch the chariot
of the sun; for twigs are used in giving blows or
stripes, to signify clearly, that fire is engendered by
the violent percussion and mutual collision of bodies,
by which ‘their material substances are attenuated
and set in motion, and prepared to reccive the heat
of influence of the heavenly bodies ; and so in a clan-
destine manner, and as it were by stealth, may be
said to take and snatch fire from the chariot of
the sun.

There follows next a remarkable part of the
parable, that men instead of gratulation and thanks-
giving‘ were angry, and expostulated the matter
with Prometheus, insomuch, that they accused both
him and his invention unto Jupiter, which was so
acceptable unto him, that he augmented their former
commodities with a new bounty. Seems it not
strange, that ingratitude towards the author of a
benefit, a vice that in a manner contains all other
vices, should find such approbation and reward ? No,
it seems to be otherwise; for the meaning of the

VOL. 3. G
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allegory is this, that men’s outcries upon the defect?
of nature and art, proceed from an excellent disposi*
tion of the mind, and turn to their good ; wheress
the silencing of them is hateful to the gods, and 1¢
dounds not so much to their profit; for they that
infinitely extol human nature, or the knowledg®
they possess, breaking out into a prodigal admird”
tion of that they have and enjoy, adoring also thos?
sciences they profess, would have them be account

perfect ; they do first of all shew little reverencC t'o
the divine nature, by equalizing, in a manner, thel’
own defects with God’s perfection. Again; they are
wonderful injurious to men, by imagining they have
attained the highest step of knowledge, resting
themselves contented, seck no further. On the con”
trary, such as bring nature and art to the bar with
flccusations and bills of complaint against them are
indeed of more true and moderate judgments .
they are cver in action, seeking always to find out
new inventions. Which makes me much to wond®!
at the foolish and inconsiderate dispositions of 5000
men, who, making themsclves bond slaves to th,e
arrogancy of a few, have the philosophy of the Pert
patetics, containing only & portion of Grecian wis®
dom, and that but a small one neither, in s0 8Y¢*
esteem, that they hold it not only an \,mproﬁwble’
but a suspicious and almost heinous thing, to lay
any imputation of imperfection upon it. I aPProve
rather of Empedocles’ opinion, who like a mad-
man, and of Democritus’ judgment, who with
great .moderution complained how that all thing?
were 1nvolved in a mist, that we knew nothin8’
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that we discerned nothing, that truth was drowned in
the depths of obscurity, and that false things were
wonderfully joined and intermixed with true, as for
the new academy, that exceeded all measure, than of
the confident and pronunciative school of Aristotle.
Let men therefore be admonished, that by acknow-
ledging the imperfection of nature and art, they are
Brateful to the gods, and shall thereby obtain new
benefits anq greater favours at their bountiful hands;
and the accusation of Prometheus their author and
master, though bitter and vehement, will conduce
mmore to their profit, than to be effuse in the congra-
tulation of his invention; for, in a word, the opinion
of having enough, is to be accounted one of the
8reatest causes of having too little.

Now, as touching the kind of gift which men are
8aid to have received in reward of their accusation,
to wit, an ever-fading flower of youth, it is to shew,
that the ancients scemed not to despair of attaining
the skill, by means and medicines, to put off old age,
and to prolong life, but this to be numbered rather
among suc things, having been once happily attained
unto, are now, through men’s negligence and care-
lessness, utterly perished and lost, than among such
as have been always denied and never granted ; for
they signify and shew, that by affording the true use
of fire, and by a good and stern accusation and con-
viction of the errors of art, the divine bounty is not
wanting unto men in the obtaining of such gifts;
_ but men are wanting to themselves in laying this
gift of the gods upon the back of a silly slow-paced
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ass, which may seem to be experience, a stupid th"nigj
and full of delay; from whose leisurely and sn-dt
like pace proceeds that complaint of life’s brewh}i’;
and art’s length ; and to say the truth, I am of tm"
opinion, that those two facultics, dogmatical and lcet'
pyrical,arenot asyet well joined and coupled togeth orll
but as new gifts of the gods imposed either up o
philosophical abstractions, as upon a flying blrd: .
upon slow and dull experience, as upon an Jeit
And yet methinks I would not catertain an ill con® .
of this ass, if it meet not for the accidents of trav )
and thirst: for I am persuaded, that whoso con
stantly goes on, by the conduct of experience, 8%

a certain rule and method, and not covets to r_“eér
with such experiments by the way, as conduce Clthl())e
to gain or ostentation, to obtain which, he must 0
fain to lay down and scll this burthen, may prove n‘
unfit porter to bear this new addition of divine ™%
nificence. 0

Now, in that this gift is said to pass from men tr
serpents, it may secem to be added to the fable fo
ornament sake, in a manner, unless it were insert_e :
to shame men, that having the use of that celest?
firc and of so many arts, arc not able to get unt0
themselves such things as nature itself bestows upo"
many other creatures.

But that sudden reconciliation of men to Prome”
theus, after they were frustrated of their hopes, con”
tains a profitable and wise note, shewing the levit)
and temerity of men in new experiments : for if they
have not present success answerable to their expe®”
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tation, with too sudden haste desist from that they
began, and with precipitancy returning to their
former experiments, are reconciled to them again.
The state of man, in respect of arts, and such
things as concern the intellect, being now described,
the parable passeth to religion : for, after the plant-
ing of arts, follows the sctting of divine principles,
which hypocrisy hath overspread and polluted. By
that twofold sacrifice thereforeis clegantly shadowed
out the persons of a true religibus man and an hy-
Pocrite. In the onc is contained fatness, which, by
reason of the inflammation and fumes thereof, is
called the portion of God, by which his affection
and zeal, tending to God's glory, and ascending to-
Wards heaven, is signified. In him also arc con-
tained the howels of charity, and in him is found that
8ood and wholesome flesh; whereas in the other
there is nothing but dry and naked bones, which
hevertheless do stuff up the hide, and make it appear
like a fair and goodly sacrifice : by this may be well
meant those external and vain rites, and empty ce-
remonies, by which men do oppress and fill up tl'le
sincere worship of God ; things composed rather for
ostentation than any way conducing to true piety.
Neither do they hold it sufficient to offer such mock-
sacrifices unto God; except they also lay them be-
fore him, as if he had chosen and bespoke them.
Certainly the prophet, in the person of God, doth thus
expostulate concerning this choice: Lsa. lviii. 5.
“ Num tandem hoc est illud jejunium, quod ErEct,
“ ut homo animam suam in diecm unum affligat, ct
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“ caput instar junceti demittat?” Is it such a fast
that I have chosen, that a man should afflict his soul
for a day, and to bow down his head like a bulrush
Having now touched the state of religion, the
parable converts itself to the manners and condition®
of human life: and it is a common but apt inter”
pretation by Pandora, to be meant pleasure and V0~
luptuousness, which, when the civil lifc is pﬂmpere,
with too much art, and culture, and superfluitys
engendered, as it were, by the efficacy of fire, &
therefore the work of voluptuousness is attribute
unto Vulcan, who also himself doth represent fire-
From this do infinite miseries, togcther with too late
repentance, proceed and overflow the minds, 89
bodies, and fortunes of men; and that not only ™*
respect of particular estates, but even over kingd"ms
and commonwealths: for from this fountain b8
wars, tumults, and tyrannies derived their origiﬂa]'
But it would be worth the labour to conside”
how elegantly and proportionably this fable doth
delineate two conditions, or, as I may say, two tables
or examples of human life, under the persons of Pro-
metheus or Epimetheus: for they that are of Lp¥
metheus’ sect are improvident, not foreseeing what
may come {o pass hercafter, esteeming that best

which seems most sweet for the present; whence it
happens that they

_ are overtaken with many miseric®
difficulties,

16, and calamities, and so lead their 1v€S
fllmOSt M perpetual affliction ; but yet, notwithstand-
ing, they please theiy fancy,

and out of ignorance ©
the passages of things, do cn

tertain many vain hope®
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i»n their mind, whereby they sometimes, as with swees
dreams, solace themselves, and sweeten the miseries
of theirlife. But they that are Prometheus’ scholars,
are men endued with prudence, foresceing things to
come, warily shunning and avoiding many ecvils and
misfortunes. But to these their good properties
they have this also annexed, that they deprive them-
selves and defraud their genius of many lawful plea-
sures, and divers recreations; and, which is worse,
they vex and torment themsclves with cares and
troubles, and intestine fears ; for being chained to the
pillar of necessity, they are afflicted with innume-
rable cogitations, which, because they are very swift,
may be fitly compared to an eagle; and those griping,
and, as it were gnawing and devouring the liver,
unless sometimes as it were by night, it may be they
gct a little recreation and case of mind, but so,
as that they are again suddenly assaulted with fresh
anxieties and fears.

Therefore this benefit happens to but a very few
of cither condition, that they should retain the com-
modities of providence, and free themselves from the
miseries of care and perturbation; neither indeed
can any attain unto it but by the assistance of Her-
cules, that is, fortitude and constancy of mind, which
is prepared for every event, and armed in all fortunes;
foreseeing without fear, enjoying without loathing,
and suffering without impatience. It is worth the
noting also, that this virtue was not natural to Pro-
metheus, but adventitial, and from the indulgence of
another : for no in-bred and natural fortitude is able
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to encounter with these miseries. Moreover this
virtue was received and brought unto him from ﬂ.‘e
remotest part of the ocean, and from the sun, that 19:
from wisdom as from the sun; and from the me !
tation of inconstancy, or of the waters of human lite,
as from the sailing upon the ocean; which tWo
Virgil hath well conjoined in these verses :

“ Felix qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas :
“ Quique metus omnes, et inexorabile fatum
“ Subjecit pedibus, strepitumque Acherontis avarh

Happy is he that knows the cause of things,
And that with dauntless courage treads upon
All fear and fates, relentless threat’nings,
And greedy throat of roaring Acheron.

Moreover, it is elegantly added for the consol®”
tion and confirmation of men’s minds, that this 0 ]
hero crossed the ocean in a cup or pan, lest, perd
venture, they might too much fear that the Str"“t,s
and frailty of their nature will not be capable of this
fortitude and constancy. Of which very thing Se-
neca well conceived, when he said, ¢ Magnu® e
“ habere simul fragilitatem hominis, et securitatc”
“ Dei.” Itisa great matter for human frailty 8"
divine security'to be one and the self-same times n
onc and the self-same subject.

But now we are to step back a little again o
that, which by premeditation we past over, lest ®
breach should be made in those things which were
so linked together: that therefore which I coul
touch here is that last crime imputed to Promc
theus, about secking to bereave Minerva of her Vit©
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ginity : for, questionless, it was this heinous offence
that brought that punishment of devouring his liver
upon him ; which is nothing else but to shew, that
W}_len we are puffed up with too much learning and
sc.“fnCe, they go about oftentimes to make cven
divine oracles subject to sense and reason, whence
Most certainly follows a continual distraction, and
re.Stlesg griping of the mind; we must therefore,
With a sober and humble judgment, distinguish be-
tween humanity and divinity, and between the oracles
O'f Sense and the mysteries of faith, unless an here-
tical religion and a commentitious philosophy be
Pleasing unto ys,

Lastly, it remains that we say something of the
games of Prometheus, performed with burning
tof"hes, which again hath reference to arts and
Sciences, as that fire, in whose memory and celcbra-
.uon these games were instituted ; and it contains in
1t a most wisc admonition, that the perfection of
sciences is to be expected from succession, not from
the nimbleness and promptness of one only author :
for they that are nimblest in course, and strongest in
contention, yet happily have not the luck to kecp
fire still in their torch, seeing it may be as well ex-
tinguished by running too fast as by going too slow.
And this running and contending with lamps scems
long since to be intermitted, seeing all sciences seem
even now to flourish most in their first authors, Aris-
totle, Galen, Euclid, and Ptolemy ; succession having
neither cffected, nor almost attempted any great
matter: it were therefore to be wished that these



82 THE WISDOM OF TIIE ANCIENTS.

games, in honour of Promethcus, or human natu'l‘ci
were again restored ; and that matters should receive
success by combat and emulation, and not hang upo?
any one man’s sparkling and shaking torch. Me.n
therefore are to be admonished to rouse up thett
spirits, and try their strengths and turns, and not refer
all to the opinions and brains of a few.

And thus have T delivered that which 1 though®
good to observe out of this so well known and commO”
fable; and yet I will not deny but that there may b°
some things in it which have an admirable conse®
with the mysteries of Christian religion ; and espe”
cially that sailing of Hercules in a cup to set pro-
metheus at liberty, scems to represent an image °
the divine word, coming in flesh, as in a frail vess®”
to redeem man from the slavery of hell.: But I hav®
interdicted my pen all liberty in this kind, lest
should use strange fire at the altar of the Lord-

SCYLLA AND ICARUS, OR THE MIDDLE-
WAY.

Mediocrity, or the middle-way, is most com-
mended in moral actions; in contemplative science®
not so celebrated, though no less profitable and com”
modious 3 but in political employments to be use
with great heed and judgment. The ancients PY
the way prescribed to Icarus, noted the mediocrity
of manners; and by the way between Scylla a0
Chm_')’bdis, so famous for difficulty and danger, the
mediocrity of intellectual operations.

Icarus being to cross the sca by flight, was com”
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manded by his father that he should fly neither too
high nor too low, for his wings being joined with
wax, if he should mount too high, it was to be feared
¥eSt the wax would melt by the heat of the sun, and
l.f too low, lest misty vapours of the sea would make
1t less tenacious : but hein a youthful jollity soaring
too high, fell down headlong and perished in the
Water.

. The parable is casy and vulgar: for the way of
virtue lies in a dircet path between excess and defect.
Neither is it a wonder that Icarus perished by
excess, seeing that cxcess for the most part is the
Peculiar fault of youth, as defect is of age ; and yet
of two evil and hurtful ways youth commonly makes
choice of the better, defect being always accounted
worst : for whereas excess contains some sparks of
Magnanimity, and, like a bird, claims kindred of
the heavens, defect only like a base worm crawls
upon the earth. Excellently therefore said Hera-
?ﬁtu& “ Lumen siccum, optima anima;” a dry light
is the best soul; for if the soul contract moisture
from the earth it becomes degenerate altogether.
Again, on the other side, there must be moderation
used, that this light be subtilized by this laudable
siceity, and not destroyed by too much fervency :
and thus much every man for the most part knows.

Now they that would sail between Scylla and
Charybdis must be furnished as well with the skill
as prosperous success in navigation : for if their ships
fall into Scylla they are split on the rocks; if into
Charybdis they arc swallowed up of a gulf.
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+ The moral of this parable, which we will b'“t
briefly touch, although it contain matter of infinit®
contemplation, seems to be this, that in every art 87
science, and so in their rules and axioms, there be a
mean observed between the rocks of distinctions 8%
the gulfs of universalities, which two are famous for
the wreck both of wits and arts.

SPHYNX, OR SCIENCE.

They say that Sphynx was a monster of diver®
forms, as having the face and voice of a virgin, th,e
wings of a bird, and the talons of a griffin. Hlf
abode was in a mountain near the city of Thebes}’
he kept also the highways, and used to lic in ambus?
for travellers, and so to surprise them: to whot
being in his power, he propounded certain dark 8
intricate riddles, which were thought to have bee?
given and received of the Muses. Now if these MV
serable captives were not able instantly to resol."G
and interpret them in the midst of their difficultie®
and doubts, she would rend and tear them in piec®®
The country groaning a long time under this cald”
mity, the Thebans at last propounded the kingdo™
as a reward unto him that could interpret the riddles
of Sphynx, there being no other way to destroy her-
Whercupon (Edipus, a man of piercing and decP
judgment, but maimed and lame by reason of holes
bored in his feet, moved with the hope of so great
reward, accepted the condition, and, determined 0
put it to the hazard, and so with an undaunted ands
bold spirit presented himself before the monster
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who asked him what creature that was, which after
his birth went first upon four feet, next upon two,
then upon three, and lastly upon four feet again;
answered forthwith that it was man, which in his
infancy, immediately after birth, crawls upon all
four, scarce venturing to creep, and not long after
Stands upright upon two feet, then growing old he
leans upon a staff, wherewith he supports himself;
80 that he may seem to have three fect, and at last,
m decrepid years, his strength failing him, he falls
groveling again upon four, and lies bed-rid. Having
.therefore by this true answer gotten the victory, he
nstantly slew this Sphynx, and, laying her body
Upon an ass, Jeads it as it were in triumph ; and so,
according to the condition, was created king of the
Thebans,

This fable contains in it no less wisdom than
elegancy, and it seems to point at science, especially
that which ig joined with practice, for science may
Not absurdly be termed a monster, as being by the
1gnorant and rude multitude always held in admira-
tion. It is diverse in shape and figure, by reason of
the infinite variety of subjects, wherein it is conver-
sant. A maiden face and voice is attributed unto it
for its gracious countenance and volubility of tonguc.
Wings are added, because sciences and their inven-
tions do pass and fly from one to another, as it were,
in a moment, seeing that the communication of sci-
ence is as the kindling of one light at another. Ele-
gantly also it is feigned to have sharp and hooked
talons, becausc the axioms and arguments of sci-
ence do so fasten upon the mind, and so strongly
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) ) . e ad(’} .
apprehcnd and hold it, as that it stir not Of ev

which is noted also by the Divine Philosfz‘Pl:z:
Eccles. xii. 11. “ Verba sapientum,” saith he, ﬁsxi "
“ tanquam aculei et veluti clavi in altum de iis
The words of the wise are like goads, and like 1@
driven far in. )

Moreover, all science scems to be placed 1
and high mountains ; as being thought to be
and high thing, looking down upon ignoran 150
a scornful eye. It may be observed and seen
great way, and far in compass, as things set ol
tops of mountains.

Furthermore, science may well be feign®
beset the highways, because which way soeverl_fe,
turn in this progress and pilgrimage of huma® lfor
we meet with some matter or occasion offered
contemplation. "

Sphynx is said to have received from the museo:
divers difficult questions and riddles, and Pthe
pound them unto men, which remaining with ¥ .
muses, are free, it may be, from savage cruelt) !
for so long as therc is no other end of study ol
meditation, than to know, the understanding is 00
racked and imprisoned, but enjoys freedom af
liberty, and even in doubts and variety, finds 2 e
of pleasure and delectation ; but when once th
wnigfnas are delivered by the muses to Sph}’m"’v
that 18, to practice, so that it be solicited and W8°
by acuor.\, and election, and determination ; ghe?
they begin to be troublesome and raging ; and WY
less.they be resolved and expedited, they do wob”
derfully torment and vex the minds of men, distract”

o Jofty
ce with

d o
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ing, and in a manner rending them into sundry
parts.

Moreover, there is always a twofold condition
propounded with Sphynx’s enigmas: to him that
doth not expound them, distraction of mind; and
to him that doth, a kingdom ; for he that knows
that which he songht to know, hath attained the
end he aimed at, and cvery artificer also commands
over his work,

Of Sphynx’s riddles, they are generally two
kinds; some concerning the nature of things, others
touching the nature of man. So also there are two
kinds of empires, as rewards to those that resolve
them. The one over nature, the other over men;
for the proper and chief end of true natural philo-
S0phy is to command and sway over natural be-
ings; as bodies, medicines, mechanical works, and
infinite other things; although the school, being
content with such things as are offered, and priding
itself with speeches, doth neglect realities and works,
treading them as it were under foot. DBut tl}ﬂt
@nigma propounded to (Edipus, by means of which
he obtained the Theban empire, belonged to the
nature of man: for whosoever doth thoroughly con-
sider the nature of man, may be in a manner the
contriver of his own fortune, and is born to com-
mand, which is well spoken of the Roman arts :

« Ty regere imperio populos, Romane memento
¢« Hee tibi crunt artes »

Roman remember, that with sceptre’s awe
Thy realms thou rul’st. These arts let be thy rule.
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It was, therefore, very apposite, that August®®
Casar, whether by premeditation, or by a chanc®
bare a sphynx in his signet: for he, if ever any’
was famous not only in political government, but It
all the course of his life; he happily discoverc
many new @nigmas concerning the nature of mals
which if he had not done with dexterity and pl'ompt'
ness, he had oftentimes fallen into imminent dang®’
and destruction.

Morcover, it is added in the fable, that the b0
of Sphynx, when she was overcome, was laid upon Bl
ass ; which indeed is an elegant fiction, sceing ther®
is nothing so acute and abstruse, but, being W
understood and divulged, may be upprchended by #
slow capacity.

Neither is it to be omitted, that Sphyn¥ wos
overcome by a man lame in his feet; for when me?
are too swift of foot, and too specdy of pace v
hasting to Sphynx’s snigmas, it comes t0 paS*Z
that, she getting the upper hand, their wits an
minds are rather distracted by disputations, ghat

that ever they come to command by works al
effects.

PROSERPINA, OR SPIRIT.

Pluto, they say, being made king of the infef nol
dominions, by that memorable division, was iB -
spair of ever attaining any one of the superior god‘
desses in marriage, especially if he should ventur¢ to
court them, either with words, or with any amorov?
behaviour; so that of necessity he was to luy som¢

1
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plot to get one of them by rapine: taking, there-
fore, the benefit of opportunity, he caught up Pro-
Serpina, the daughter of Ceres, a beautiful virgin,
as she wag gathering Nareissus flowers in the mea-
d?WS of Sicily, and carried her away with him in
his coach to the subterranean dominions, where she
Was welcomed with such respect, as that she was
styled the Lady of Dis. But Ceres, her mother,
When in ng place she should find this her only be-
loved daughter, in a sorrowful humour and dis-
tracted beyond measure, went compassing the whole
carth with g burning torch in her hand, to seck and
Tecover this her lost child. But when she saw that
all was iy vain, supposing peradventure that she
Was carried to hell, she importuncd Jupiter with
many tears and lamentations, that she might be re-
stored unto hey again ; and at length prevailed thus
far, that if she had tasted of nothing in hell, she
should have leave to bring her from thence. Which
condition wag as good as a denial to her petition,
Proserping having already caten three grains of. a
pomegranate, And yet for all this, Ceres gave not
over her suit, but fell to prayers and moans afresh ;
Wherefore it was at last granted that, the year be-
ing divided, Proserpina should by alternatc courscs,
remain one six months with her husband, and other
six months with her mother. Not long after this,
Theseus and Perithous in an over-hardy adventure,
attempted to fetch her from Pluto’s bed, who, being
weary with travel and sitting down upoa a stone in
hell to rest themselves, had not the power to rise
VOL. 3. " 1
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again, but sat there for cver. Proserpina therefol;i
remained queen of hell, in whose honour there W "
this great privilege granted ; that, altho\lghhe1
were enacted, that none that went down to b
should have the power ever to return from thenf:e ’1 yw’
was this singular exception annexed to this 13611
that if any presented Proserpina with a 80 e
bough, it should be lawful for him to go and cou |
at his pleasure. Now there was but one on}}’ Bwaﬂ
a bough in a spacious and shady grove, which oo
not a plant neither of itself, but budded from & )
of another kind, like a rope of gum which bel
plucked off, another would instantly spring out- give
This fable scems to pertain to nature, and 0 -

into that rich and plentiful efficacy and variety of Suve
alternal creatures, from whom whatsocver WO ha
is derived, and to them doth again return: i

By Proserpina, the ancients meant that ethel’;e
spirit, which being separated from the upper glote’
is shut up and detained under the earth, represé?
by Pluto, whick the poet well expressed thus:

« Sive recens tellus, seductaque nuper ab alto
« Jfthere, cognati retinebat semina ceeli.”

Whether the youngling Tellus (that of late
Was from the high-rear'd wther separate)
Did yet contain her teeming womb within
The living sceds of heaven, her nearest kin.

This spirit is feigned to be rapted by the carth;

because nothing can withhold it, when it hath t%°

and leisure to escape. It is therefore caught 8™

stayed by a sudden contraction, no otherwise thab
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2 man should go about to mix air with water, which
¢ah be done by no means, but by a speedy and rapid
agitation, as may be seen in froth, wherein the air is
Tapted by the water. .

Neither is it inelegantly added that Proserpina was
"t as she was gathering Narcissus flowers in the
valleys, because Narcissus hath his name from slow-
ness or stupidity : for, indeed, then is this spirit most
Prepared and fitted to be snatched by terrestrial mat-

.t €r, When it begins to be coagulated, and become as
1t were slow,

Rightly is

Proserpina honoured more than any of

’s bed-fellows, in being styled the Lady of
V15, because this spirit doth rule and sway all things
M those lower regions, Pluto abiding stupid and
18norant,

This Spirit, the power celestial, shadowed by
Ceres, strives with infinite sedulity, to recover and
&8¢t again : for that brand or burning torch of sether,
which Ceres carried in her hand, doth doubtless
signify the sun, which enlighteneth the whole circuit
of the earth, and would be of the greatest moment to
recover Proserpina, if possibly it might be. .

But Proserpina abides still, the reason of which
18 accurately and excellently propounded in the con-
ditions between Jupiter and Ceres: for first it is
most certain there are two ways to keep spirit in
solid and terrestrial matter: the one by constipa-
tion and obstruction, which is mere imprisonment
and constraint; the other by administration or pro-
portionable nutriment, which it receives willingly
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and of its own accord; for after that the included
spirit begins to feed and nourish itself, it makes f‘o
haste to be gone, but is, as it were, linked to 1
earth: and this is pointed at by Proserpina her eab"
ing of pomegranate; which, if she had not don?
she had long since been recovered by Ceres with ?er
torch, compassing the carth. Now, as concernins
that spirit which is in metals and mincrals, it "f
chiefly perchance restrained by the solidity of “fass'
but that which is in plants and animals, inhablts.a
porous body; and hath open passage to be gone w
a manner as it lists, were it not that it Wi“i“gl,};
abides of its own accord, by reason of the relish-’
finds in its entertainment. The second Condluon‘
concerning the six months’ custom, it is no othe!
than an elegant description of the division of the
year, seeing this spirit mixed with the carth 2
pears above ground in vegetable bodies during the
summer months, and in the winter sinks dow?
again.

Now as concerning Theseus and Perithous
their attempt to bring Proserpina quite away £
meaning of it is, that it oftentimes comes to pa,ss’
that some more subtle spirits descending wit
divers bodies to the earth, never come to suck of %Y
subaltern spirit, whereby to unite it unto them, 8%
so to bring it away. But, on the contrary, are cong¥’
lated themselves, and never rise more, that Prosél”

pinz'x should be by that means augmented with 1
habitants and dominion.

All that we ¢

alld

an say concerning that sprig of gold
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is hal‘dly able to defend us from the violence of the
chemists, if in this regard they set upon us, secing
they promise by that their elixir to effect golden
‘Mountains, and the restoring of natural bodies, as it
W?re from the portal of hell. But, concerning che-
Mistry, and those perpetual suitors for that philoso-
Phica] elixir, we know certainly that their theory is
Without grounds, and we suspect that their practice
als? 18 without certain reward. And therefore,
Omitting these, of this last part of the parable, this
'S my opinion, I am induced to believe by many

gures of the ancients, that the conservation and
Yestoration 'of natural bodics, in some sort, was not
Cs‘teemed by them as a thing impossible to be at-
tfuned, but as a thing abstruse and full of difficul-
ties, and o they scem to intimate in this place,
when they report that this one only sprig was found
4Mong infinite other trees in a huge and thick wood,
which they feigned to be of gold, because gold is
the badge of perpetuity, and to be artificially as it
were inserted, because this cffect is to be rather
hOPed for from art, than from any medicine, or sim-~
Ple or natural means.

METIS, OR COUNSEL.

The ancient poets report that Jupiter took Me-
tis to wife, whose name doth plainly signify coun-
sel, and that she by him conceived. Which when
he found, not tarrying the time of her deliverance,
devours both her and that which she went withal,
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by which means Jupiter himself became with childs
and was delivered of a wondrous birth; for out©
his head or brain came forth Pallas armed.

The sense of this fable, which at first apprene’”
sion may seem monstrous and absurd, contains 1 1
a secret of state, to wit, with what policy king® are
wont to carry themselves towards their counsello™”
whereby they may not only preserve their authority
and majesty frec and entire, but also that it may P8
the more extolled and dignified of the people f:of
kings being as it were tied and coupled in 8 nupt®
bond to their counsellors, do truly conceive
communicating with them about the affalr® 0
greatest importance, do yet detract nothing from
their own majesty. But when any matter come$
be censured or decreed, which is a birth, ther¢
they confine and restrain the liberty of their cou
sellors; lest that which is done should seem t0
hatched by their wisdom and judgement. So as &
last kings, except it be in such matters as are di¥
tasteful and maligned, which they always will be sur®
to put off from themselves, do assume the honour ’alf. '
praise of all matters that are ruminated in coundy
and as it were, formed in the womb, whereby ¥ ¢
resolution and execution, which, because it P*%’
ceeds from power and implies necessity, is I
gantly shadowed under the figure of Pallas armét
shall seem to proceed wholly from themselves. N€
ther sufficeth it, that it is done by the authority ©
the king, by his mere will and free applause, except
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w. . -
olthal,‘ .tlns be added and appropriated as to issuc
ut of his own head or brain, intimating, that out of

his : ' . .
0 lof’vn judgement, wisdom, and ordinance, it was
Dly invented and derived.

THE SYRENS, OR PLEASURES.

beex;P;}:e lf.'al()lle of the Sy?e.ns secms rightly to have
sure bll)llt), led to the pernicious allurements of plea-
ther; o I a Ver?( valgar and gross ma.nner. And,
ancieo e:ltO me 1t. appears, that the wrsdom. of: the
Strain ds dmve, with a farther reach or }nsnght,
grapes il e":Per matter out ?f them, not unhkc': the
were d pressed ; from which, though some h:mor
Syren rawn, .yct the best was left behind. These

S are said to be the daughters of Achelous and
b;;PSIChOl‘e one ‘of the muscs, who in their first
contf were \ivmged, but after rashly entering into

ntion with the muses, were by them vanquished
and deprived of their wings: of whose plucked out
feathers the muses made themselves coronets, so as
ever since that time all the muses have attired them-
selves with plumed heads, except "Terpsichore only,
that was mother to the Syrens. The habitation of
the Syrens was in certain pleasant islands, from
whence as soon as out of their watch-tower they dis-
covered any ships approaching, with their sweet
tuncs they would first entice and stay them, and
having them in their power would destroy them.
Neither was their song plain and single, but consist-
ing of such varicty of melodious tuncs, so-fitting and
delighting the cars that heard them, as that it ra-
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vished and betrayed all passengers : and 80 greﬂz
were the mischiefs they did, that thesc isles of th
Syrens, even as far off as man can ken thems z}P'
peared all over white with the bones of unburlele
carcases. I'or the remedying of this misery & douP .
means was at last found out, the one by Ulysses th
other by Orpheus.  Ulysses, to make cxperi'ment 0
his device, caused all the ears of his company to t0
stopped with wax, and made himself to be boUPT .
the main mast, with special commandment t0 b
mariners not to be loosed, albeit himself should ¢
quire them so to do. But Orpheus neglected ant
disdained to be so bound, with a shrill and swee
voice singing praises of the gods to his harps sflp.
pressed the songs of the Syrens, aud so freed it
self from their danger. _

This fable hath relation to men’s manners, )
contains in it a manifest and most excellent parabl" ’
for pleasures do for the most proceed out of the
abundance and superfluity of all things, and 3150. ou‘
of the delights and jovial contentments of the min®
the which are wont suddenly, as it were, wit
winged enticements to ravish and rap mortﬂl
men.  But learning and education brings it 50 to
pass, as that it restrains and bridles man’s MiB%
making it so to consider the ends and cvents ¢
th?“gf’, as that it clips the wings of plcasure. An
this was greatly to the honour and renown of the
muses ; for after that, by some examples, it was made
mumfest. that by the power of philosophy vain pled”
sures might grow contemptible ; it presently grew

uﬂd
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to great esteem, as a thing that could raise and ele-
vate the mind aloft, that seemed to be base and
fixed to the earth, make the cogitations of the men,
which do ever reside in the head, to be wtherial, and
3s it were winged. But that the mother of the
Byrens was left to her feet, and without wings, that
1o doubt is no otherwise meant than of light and
Superficial learning, appropriated and defined only
to pleasures, as were those which Petronius devoted
himself unto after he had reccived his fatal sentence;
and having his foot, as it were, upon the threshold
of death, sought to give himself all delightful con-
tentments ; insomuch, as when he had caused con-
solatory letters to be sent him, he would peruse
one of them, as Tacitus reports, that should give

him courage and constancy, but only read fantastical
verses such as these ave:

“ Vivamus, mea Lesbia, atque amemus,
‘ Rumoresque senum severiorum,
“ Omnes unius wstimemus assis.”

My Lesbia, let us live and love:
Though wayward dotards us reprovc,
Weigh their words light for our behove.

And this also:

“ Jura senes norint, et quid sit fasque nefasque,
“ Inquisant tristes, legumque examina servent.

Let doting grandsires know the law,
And right and wrong obscrve with awe:
Let them in that strict circle draw.

'Ihis kind of doctrine would easily persuade to
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takc these plumed coronets from the muses; and
to restorc the wings again to the Syrens. These
Syrens are said to dwell in remote isles, for that
pleasures love privacy and retired places, shunﬂi"g,
always too much company of people. The Syrens
songs are so vulgarly understood, together with the
deceits and danger of them, as that they need 10
exposition. But that of the bones appearing 1K
white cliffs, and descried afar off, hath more acut®”
ness in it: for thereby is signified, that albeit the
examples of afflictions be manifest and cminent, ¥’ cb
do they not sufficiently deter us from the wicked e
ticements of pleasures. '

 As for the remainder of this parable, though it
be not over mystical, yet it is very grave and exce”
lent: for in it are set out three remedies for this V10
lent enticing mischicf; to wit, two from philosOPhy ’
and one from religion. The first means to shull
these inordinate pleasures is, to withstand and resist
them in their beginnings, and scriously to shun @

occasions that are offered to debauch and entice the
mind, which is signified in that stopping of the ca¥%}
and that remedy is properly used by the meancr a8

and baser sort of people, as it were, Ulysses’ follower
or mariners, whereas more heroic and noble spirits
ma).r boldly converse even in the midst of these ¢
ducing pleasures, if with a resolyed constancy they
stand upon their guard and fortify their minds, a%

50 take Breater contentment in the trial and cxpC
rience of this thejr approved virtuc; learning rathe!
thoroughly 10 understand the follics and yanities ©f
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those pleasures by contemplation than by submission.
Which Solomon avouched of himself, when he reck-
oned up the multitude of those solaces and pleasures
Wherein he swam, doth conclude with this sentence :

“ Sapientia quoque perseverabat mecum.”

Wisdom also continued with me,

Therefore these heroes and spirits of this excel-
lent temper, even in the midst of these enticing plea-
sures, can shew themselves constant and invincible,
a.nd are able o support their own virtuous inclina-
tion against gl heady and forcible persuasions what-
Soever; as by the example of Ulysses, that so pe-
remptorily interdicted all pestilent counsels and flat-
teries of his companions, as the most dangerous and
Pernicious poisons to captivate the mind.  But of all
other remedies in this case that of Orpheus is most
Predominant ; for they that chaunt and resound the
~ Praises of the gods confound and dissipate the voices
and incantations of the Syrens; for divine medita-
tions do not only in power subdue all sensual plea-
sures, but also far exceed them in sweetness and

delight,
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THE HISTORY
OF THE REIGN OF
KING HENRY THE SEVENTH.
WRITTEN
BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE,
FRANCIS, LORD VERULAM,
VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN.



To the Most Illustrious and Most Excellent
Priver: Cuaries, Prince of Wales, Duke of
Cornwall, Earl of Chester, &c.

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR HIGHNESS,

IN part of my acknowledgment to your Highness, 1

have endeavoured to do honour to the memory of
the last King of England that was ancestor to the

King your father and yoursclf; and was that King

to whom both unions may ina sort refer, that of
the roses being in him consummate and that of the

!‘ingdoms by him begun : besides, his times deserve

it. For he was a wise man and an ecxcellent King::

and yet the times were rough, and full of mutations,
and rare accidents. And it is with times as it is
With ways; some are more up-hill and down-hill,
and some are more flat and plain ; and the one is
better for the liver, and the other for the writer. I

have not flattered him, but took him to life as well
as I could, sitting so far off, and having no better

light. It is true your Highness hath a living pat-
tern, incomparable, of the King your father: but it
1s not amiss for you also to see one of these ancient
picces. God preserve your Highness.

Your Highness's most humble
and devoted Servant,

FRANCIS ST. ALBAN.
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THE
HISTORY OF THE REIGN
OF
KING HENRY THE SEVENTH.

AFTER that Richard, the third of that name, king in

fact only, but tyrant both in title and regiment, and

50 commonly termed and reputed in all times since, -

was, by the divine revenge favouring the design of ) L
an exiled man, overthrown and slain at Bosworth- v ‘”{‘ 23 :’;‘“
field; there succeeded in the kingdom the Earl of - '
Richmond, thenceforth styled Henry the Seventh.

The king, immediately after the victory, as one that

had been bred under a devout mother, and was in

his nature a great observer of religious forms, caused

“ Te Deum laudamus” to be solemnly sung in the
Presence of the whole army upon the place, and was

himself with general applause and great cries of joy,

in a kind of military election or recognition, saluted

king, Meanwhile the body of Richard, after many
indignities and reproaches, the ¢ diriges” and obse-

quies of the common people towards tyrants, Was
obscurely buried. For though the king of his noble-

ness gave charge unto the friars of Leicester to see

an honourable interment to be given to it, yet the
religious people themselves, being not free from the

VOL, 3, 1
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humours of the vulgar, neglected it ; wherein never”
theless they did not then incur any man’s blame oF
censure: no man thinking any ignominy OF con
tumely unworthy of him that had been the exectt”
tioner of King Henry the Sixth, that jnnoce®
prince, with his own hands; the contriver of the
death of the duke of Clarence his brother; the mur”
derer of his two nephews, one of them his 1aW u
king in the present, and the other in the futur®
failing of him; and vehemently suspected tO have
been the impoisoner of his wife, thereby to M2

vacant his bed, for a marriage within the degr‘?e,s
forbidden. And although he were a prince in roit”
tary virtue approved, jealous of the honour of the
English nation, and likewise a good law-maker, fo.r
the ease and solace of the common people ; yet 8
cruelties and parricides, in the opinion of all mew
weighed down his virtues and merits; and, it the
opinion of wise men, even those virtues themselves
were conceived to be rather feigned and affect®

things to serve his ambition, than true qualities m-
generate in his judgement or nature. And therefor®
it was noted by men of great understandingy who
seeing his after-acts, looked back upon his forme!
proceedings, that even in the time of King Edwar®
his brother, he was not without secret trains &%

mines to turn envy and hatred upon his jrother
government; as having an expectation and a kin

Of divination, that the king, by reason of his many
dlsordet:s, could not be of long life, but was like to
leave his sons of tender years; and then he kneW
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well, how easy a step it was, from the place of a
Protector, and first prince of the blood, to the crown.
And that oyt of this deep root of ambition it sprang,
that as well at the treaty of peace that passed be-
tween Edward the Fourth and Lewis the Eleventh
°f: France, concluded by interview of both kings at

1Queny, as upon all other occasions, Richard, then

uke of Gloucester, stood ever upon the side of

Onour, rﬂising his own reputation to the disadvan-
tage of the king his brother, and drawing the eyes
of‘ all, especially of the nobles and soldiers, upon
himself; o4 5 the king, by his voluptuous life and
Inean Marriage, were become effeminate and less
Sensible of honour and reason of state than was fit
for a king. And as for the politic and wholesome
laws which were enacted in his time, they were in-
terpreted to be but the brocage of an usurper,
th‘?reby to woo and win the hearts of the people, as

€ing conscious to himself, that the true obligations
of Sovereignty in him failed, and were wanting. But

ing Hfmry, in the very entrance of his reign, and
the instant of time when the kingdom was cast into
hig arms, met with a point of great difficulty, and
knOtty to solve, able to trouble and confound the
Wisest king in the newness of his estate; and so
Much the more, because it could not endure a deli-
beration, but must be at once deliberated and deter-
mined. There were fallen to his lot, and concurrent
In his person, three several titles to the imperial
crown, The first, the title of the lady Elizabeth,
With whom, by precedent pact with the party that
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brouight him in, he was to marry. The second, the
ancient and long disputed title, both by plea a.n
arms, of the house of Lancaster, to which he wa$ w
heritor in his own person. The third, the title 0
the sword or conquest, for that he came in by victof y
of battle, and that the king in possession was slat?
in the field. The first of these was fairest, and mos?
like to give contentment to the people, who by £
and twenty years reign of King Edward the Fourth
had been fully made capable of the clearness of the
title of the white rose, or house of York ; and by the
mild and plausible reign of the same king gowar®®
his latter time, were become affectionate to that lif‘e'
But then it lay plain before his eyes, that if he relie
upon that title, he could be but a king at cOUl'tesyf,
and have rather a matrimonial than a regal powel"
the right remaining in his queen, upon whosé
cease, either with issue or without issue, he W85 8
give place and be removed. And though he should
obtain by parliament to be continued, yet he kneV
there was a very great difference between 2 king
that holdeth his crown by a civil act of estatess att
one that holdeth it originally by the law of natul‘@
and descent of blood. Neither wanted there eve? &
that time secret rumours and whisperings, whic
afterwards gathered strength and turned to great
troubles, that the two young sons of King Edward
St et e e i
but convevod le ?Wel‘, were not indeed mul‘fl":r :
WHOREE it had e e and were yot livin
» 101 een true, had prevented the title 0

1
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th? lady Elizabeth. On the other side, if he stood
Ypon his own title of the house of Lancaster, in-
°rent in his person, he knew it was a title con-
€ned by parliament, and generally prejudged in
t '€ common opinion of the realm, and that it tended
d”ecﬂy to the disinherison of the line of York, held

®n the indubitate heirs of the crown. So that if
¢ shoulq have no issue by the lady Elizabeth,
Which shoyjq be descendants of the double line, then
t € ancient flames of discord and intestine wars,
"Pon the competition of both houses, would again
feturn and reyiye.

As for conquest, notwithstanding Sir William
Stan]ey’ after some acclamations of the soldiers in
th_e field, had put o crown of ornament, which
Richarg Wore in the battle, and was found amongst
t_e Spoils, upon King Henry’s head, as if there were

'S chief title yet he remembered well upon what
-oditiong gpq agreements he was brought in; and

8t t0 clajm 5 conqueror, was to put as well his
Owp Party, as the rest, into tervor and fear; as that
W_hicll 8ave him power of disaunulling of laws, a.nd
18.’posing of men’s fortunes and estates, and the like
Pointg of absolute power, being in themselves so
harg) and odious, as that William himself, commonly
cfllled the Conqu,eror, howsoever he used and exer-
sed  the power of a conqueror to reward his
Nol‘munS, yet he forbore to use that claim invthe
®Binning, but mixed it with o titulary pretence,
§roungeq upon the will and designation of Edward
the COhfessor. " But the king, out of the greatness.
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of his own mind, presently cast the die; and the ™
conveniences appearing unto him on all parts -an
knowing there could not be any interreighs of
suspension of title, and preferring his affectio” ¢
his own line and blood, and liking that title P
which made him independent; and being in M
nature and constitution of mind not very appre er”
sive or forecasting of future events afar off, but aI;
entertainer of fortune by the day; resolved 0 xes
upon the title of Lancaster as the main, and to usé
the other two, that of marriage, and that of battl®
but as supporters, ‘fhe one to appease secret discon”
tents, and the other to beat down open murmur &%
dispute : not forgetting that the same title of Le%
caster had formerly maintained a possession of thre®
descents in the crown; and might have prove
perpetuity, had it not ended in the weaknes “m
inability of the last prince. Whereupon the king
presently that very day, being the two and gwen”
tieth of August, assumed the style of king in his oW?
name, without mention of the lady Elizabeth at ol
or any relation thereunto. In which course he eve
after persisted : which did spin him a thread of M2
seditions and troubles. The king, full of the'SB
thoughts, before his departure from Leicesters die”
patched Sir Robert Willoughby to the castle
Sheriff Hutton, in Yorkshire, where were kept i
safe custody, by King Richard’s commandment, bot
;;ls ladg Elizabeth, daughter of King Edward, 8%
¢ ward Plantagenet, son and heir to George, dU ¢
of Clarence. This Edward was by the king’s war”

3
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rant delivered from the constable of the castle £0 t‘lle
hand of Sir Robert Willoughby : and by him with
all safety and diligence conveyed to the Tower of
London, where he was shut up close prisoner.
Which act of the king's, being an act merely of
Policy and power, proceeded not so much from any
apprehension he had of doctor Shaw’s tale at Paul’s
Cross for the bastarding of Edward the Fourth’s
18sues, in which case this young gentleman was to
Succeed, for that fable was ever exploded, but upon
8 settled disposition to depress all eminent persons
of the line of York. Wherein still the king out of
strength of will, or weakness of judgement, di(.i use
to shew g little more of the party than of the klflg.

~ For the lady Elizabeth, she received also a direce
tion to repair with all convenient speed to London,
ad there to remain with the queen dowager her
Mother ; which accordingly she soon after did, ac-
¢Ompanied with many noblemen and ladies of honour.
.M the mean season the king set forwards by easy
Journeys to the city of London, receiving the accla-
Mmations gpq applauses of the people as he w.ent,
Which ingeeq were true and unfeigned, as might
well appear in the very demonstrations and fulness
of the cry, For they thought generally, that he was a
Prince, gs ordained and sent down from heaven, to
Unite gpq put to an end the long dissensions of the
t_w° houses; which although they had had, in the
times of Henry the Fourth, Henry the Fifth, and a
Part of Henry the Sixth, on the one side, and the
times of Edward the Fourth on the other, lucid in-
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. 1}
tervals and happy pauses; yet they did eYer h::eg
over the kingdom, ready to break forth -mtoictol'y
perturbations and calamities. And as 111.5 Ve it
gave him the knee, so his purpose of murrlagt bot :
the lady Elizabeth gave him the heart; s0 tha '
knee and heart did truly bow before him. i

- He on the other side with great wisdom, 1° o
norant of the affections and fears of the peoples .
disperse the conceit and terror of a con(?uesti,n his‘
given order, that there should be nothing i
journey like unto a warlike march or manners cace
rather like unto the progress of a king in full P
and assurance. 1o s P

He entered the city upon a Saturday, as ehich
also obtained the victory upon a Saturday; W ror
day of the week, first upon an observation, and ”e .
upon memory and fancy, he accounted and chos
a day prosperous unto him: - od

The mayor and companics of the city rece! -
him at Shoreditch; whence with great and honouns
able attendance, and troops of noblemen, and pfirsoon
of quality, he entered the city ; himself not bemg .
horseback, or in any open chair or throne, but 1" .
close chariot, as one that having been sometimes 8
enemy to the whole state, and a proscribed pexso’
chose rather to keep state, and strike a reverencé
into the people, than to fawn upon them.

He went first into St. Paul's church, where, not
meaning that the people should forget too soon that
he came in by battle, he made offertory of his staﬂd:
ards, and had orisons and « Te Deum” again sung
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and w, .

g o bis lodging prepared in the bishop of
f’ Pal%fce, where he stayed for a time.
and'o,:ll:;:g h'ls ‘}bO(le there, l}e assembled his council
did repey I;l‘ln.CII;a'] persons, m presence of whom he
lizabet}, g%‘}?i “}Sl promise to marry with the lady
at hig col‘;lin s he did .thfa l'at.her, because having
serving of]g out of Britain given artificially, for
tained the ]zls own turn, some hopes in case he ob- -
the duch, ;“gdf)m., to marry Anne, inheritress to
rancs SZ of Britain, .whon'l Charles the Eighth of
Suspicion on after mfu'rled, it bred some doubt and
at leagt naTO“gSt (%lvers 'that he was not sincere, or
ngland ot fixed in going on w‘ith the nfatch of
t ough it S0 much desired : w?nch conc?lt also,
atlict he were but ta?k and d;scourse, did much
ever he 1 P}(‘)Or lady.Ehzabeth. herself.  But howso-
shoulq ot tl'.llly intended it, and dt.asirefl also it
and con g S;. b.eheved, .the better to extinguish envy
resolyeq 'a l(.:tlon to h}s other purposes, yet was he
tion the;n hlm.self not to proceed to the consumma-
Were puStGOf’, till his coronutifm and a .parlmm.ent
Self ang 1 The one, lest a joint coronation of him-
Partic; !"S queen might give any countenance of

Pation of title; the other, lest in the entailing

Parli:;rown to himself, which he I.xoped to o'btain by

wa ent, the votes of the parliament might any
Y8 reflect upon her.

. :\bout this time in autumn, towqrds the. end of
Ot}?e :mbex-, there began and reigne.d in the city, and
whig] parts of the kingdom, a disease then new:

1 by the accidents and manner thereof they
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colled the sweating sickness, This disease hat,l :
swift course, both in the sick body, and in the hme
and period of the lasting thereof; for they that 'err
taken with it, upon four and twenty hours escapl.nge’
were thought almost assured. And as to the tlm.
of the malice and reign of the disease ere it ceas™’
it began about the one and twentieth of SePtember’
and cleared up before the end of October; inso!
as it was no hinderance to the king’s Coronatwn’
which was the last of October ; nor, which was mor
to the holding of the parliament, which bega” ‘ft
seven days after. It was a pestilent fever; but, 8 lt
seemeth, not seated in the veins or humours, for th?
there followed no carbuncle, no purple or livid spot¥
or the like, the mass of the body being not t”‘int.e ’
only a malign vapour flew to the heart, and seis®
the vital spirits; which stirred nature to strive 80
send it forth by an extreme sweat. And it ﬂppem‘.e
by experience, that this disease was rather 8 surpr?
o.f nature than obstinate to remedies, if it were |
time looked unto.* Torif the patient were keP t v
an equal temper, both for clothes, fire, and drink
moderately warm, with temperate cordials, where?Y
nature’s work was neither irritated by heats no¥

_tu;; nfd back by cold, he commonly recovered: ut
infinite persons died suddenly of if, before °
3 It

I;:;H;zr °f: the cure and attendance was known-
procee(rll Ct;lved not to be an epidemic disease, put 0
rom a malignity in the constitution of !

»
See Note A at the end of this volume.
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air, gathered by the predispositions of seasons; and
the speedy cessation declared as much.

On Simon and Jude’s even the king dined with
Thomasg Bourchier, archbishop of Canterbury and
cardinal : and from Lambeth went by land over the
bridge to the Tower, where the morrow after he made
twelve knights bannerets. But for creations he dis-
Pensed them with a sparing hand. For notwith-
standing g field so lately fought, and a coronation so
near at hand, he only created three : Jasper, earl of
PembrOke, the king’s uncle, was created Duke of
Bedford ; Thomas, the Lord Stanley, the king's
father-in-law, Earl of Derby ; and Edward Courtney,
Earl of Devon ; though the king had then never-
theless o purpose in himself to make more in time of
Pf‘rliﬂment; bearing a wise and decent respect to

Istribute his creations, some to honour his corona-
tion, and some his parliament.

The coronation followed two days after, upon
the thirtieth day of October, in the year of our Lord
14853 at which time Innocent the Eighth was Pope
of Rome Frederick the Third, Emperor of Almain;
. 3nd Maximilian his son newly chosen King of the
Romans ; Charles the Eighth, King of France; Fer-
dinando and Isabella, Kings of Spain; and James
the Third, King of Scotland: with all which kings
and states the king was at that timein good peace anfi
amity, At which day also, as if the crown upon hl.S
head hag put perils into his thoughts, he did insti-
tute, for the better security of his person, a band of
fifty archers, under a captain, to attend him., by tl}l:
name of yeomen of his guard and yet that 1t mig
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be thought to be rather a matter of dignitys han
the imitation of ' that he had known abroad, th®
n casé

any matter of diffidence appropriate to his oW
he made it to be understood for an ordinance
temporary, but to hold in succession for ever afte}’-
The seventh of November the king held his par
liament at Westminster, which he had suromon®
immediately after his coming to London. = His €" .
in calling a parliament, and that so speedily, wer‘
chiefly three: first to procure the crown to be er
tailed upon himself. - Next, to have the attainder®
of all of his party, which were in no small numbe’”
reversed, and all acts of hostility by them done in biS
quarrel remitted and discharged; and on the o.thér
side, to attaint by parliament the heads and PriP -
pals of his enemies, The third, to calm and quie
the fears of the rest of that party by a g‘enerfﬂ P_m,"
don;; not being ignorant in how great danger 2 kmg~
stands from his subjects, when most of his subject®
are conscious in themselves that they stand in his
danger. - Unto these three special motives of & par”
liament was added, tha* he, as a prudent and mode”
rate prince, made this judgement, that it was fit f‘?’ :
him to hasten to let his people see, that he meant to
govern 'by law, howsoe »r he came in by the swo¥ ,;
and fit also to reclaim them to know him for the'”
king, whom they had so lately talked of as an enemY
or ‘banished man. For that which concerned the
entailing of the crown, more than that he was true t©
his owri will, that he would not endure any mentio?
of th.c lqdy Llizabeth, no not in the nature of specia!
entail, he carried it otherwise with great wisdom ang
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Measure : for he did not press to have the act penned
Y way of declaration or recognition of right ; as, on
the other side, he avoided to have it by new law
°1f ordinance, but chose rather a kind of middle way,
oy Way of establishment, and that under covert and
‘l‘n different words : « that the inheritance of the crown
. S}.lould rest, remain, and abide in the king,” &ec.
which words might equally be applied, that the
°rown shoall continue to him; but whether as having
Ormey right to it, which was doubtful, or having it
0 in fact and possession, which no man denied,
Was left fair to intcrpretation ecither way. And
%82in, for the limitation of the entail, he did not
Press it to go farther than to himself and to the heiis
f)f hig body, not speaking of his right heirs, but leav-
'8 that to the law to decide; so as the entail might
Seem rathey 5 personal favour to him and his chil-
dren, than a total disinherison to the house of York;
and jp this form was the law drawn and passed.
hich statute he procured to be confirmed by the
POpe’s bull ¢he year following, with mention never-
eless, by way of recital, of his other titles, both of
descent and conquest : so as now the wreath of three
Was made g wreath of five; for to the three first
titles of the two houses, or lines, and conquest, were
added two more, the authorities parliamentary and
Papal,

The king likewise, in the reversal of the at-
tainders of hig partakers, and discharging them of a!l
offences incident to his service and succour, ]md.hls
- Will; and acts did pass accordingly. In the passage
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whereof, exception was taken to divers persons in the
house of commons, for that they were attainted, 8%
thereby not legal nor habilitate to serve in P“rha‘
ment, being disabled in the highest degree and that
it should be a great incongruity to have them to
make laws who themselves were not inlawed. The
truth was, that divers of those which had in the H%°
of King Richard been strongest, and most declaré
for the king’s party, were returned knights and bur-
gesses for the parliament, whether by care or rec.om‘
mendation from the state, or the voluntary inclind”
tion of the people; many of which had been
Richard the Third attainted by outlawries or other”
wise. The king was somewhat troubled with thi* ;
for though it had & grave and specious shew, yet!
reflected upon his party. But wisely not ghewing
himself at all moved therewith, he would not uwnde™
stand it but as a case in law, and wished the jud8®
to be advised thereupon ; who for that purpose Wer°
forthwith assembled in the Exchequer chamber, Whic
is the council chamber of the judges, and upon delr
b_eration they gave a grave and safe opinion and ad"
vice, mixed with law and convenience; which W8%
that the knights and burgesses attainted by the
course of law should forbear to come into the hous®
till a law were passed for the reversal of thei
attainders.

¥t was at that time incidently moved amongs?t
the judges in their consultation, what should be done
for t.he king himself, who likewise was attainted ’
But it was with unanimous consent resolved, « Thot
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: the crown takes away all defects and stops in
100d : and that from the time the king did assume
¢ crown the fountain was cleared, and all at-
tainders anq corruption of blood discharged.”
ut Nevertheless, for honour’s sake, it was ordained
y P“-ﬂiament, that all records, wherein there was
any Memory or mention of the king’s attainder,
Should pe defaced, cancelled, and taken off the file.
ut on the part of the king’s enemies there were
¥ Parliament attainted, the late Duke of Gloucester,
alling himself Richard the Third ; the Duke of Nor-
folk, the Earl of Surrey, Viscount Lovel, the Lord
"errers, the Lord Zouch, Richard Ratcliffe, William
&Fesby, and many others of degree and quality. In
Which billg of attainders, nevertheless, there were
Containeq many just and temperate clauses, savings,
atf Provisoes, well shewing and fore-tokening the
Wisdom, stay, and moderation of the king’s spirit of
8overnment,  And for the pardon of the rest that
2 stooq against the king, the king, upon 2 secopd
dvice, thought it not fit it should pass by Pnrha-
™ment, the better, being matter of grace, to 1mpro-
Pf‘iate the thanks to himself, using only the op}.)o?tu-
ity of o parliament time, the better to disperse 1t into
t. € veins of the kingdom. Therefore during the par-
. ment, he published his royal proclamation, offer-
"8 pardon ang grace of restitution to all such as had
aken arms, or been participant of any attempts
9Zaingt him, so as they submitted themselves tf) his
TMerey by 4 day, and took the oath of a]legmncc;
and fidelity to him. Whereupon many came out o
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sanctuary, and many more came out of

guilty than those that had taken Sanc'tuarzl;ought it
As for money or treasure, the king cubjects st
not seasonable or fit to demand any of his cived 5 s
this parliament ; both because he had r e(':m ortanc?
faction from them in matters of so greati Iv)v it 807
and because he could not remunerate the?’i’n by the
general pardon, being preventc.d thel:efore:
coronation-pardon passed immedw:tel}’ hat gre“t
chiefly, for that it was in every man’s eye, hat pres?
forfeitures and confiscations he had at t o e
to help himself, whereby those Cusu“lt;‘e the gub”
crown might in reason spare the purses Y sace it
ject, especially in a time when he was in I; 1 at hat
all his neighbours. Some few laws pass & W ich
parliament almost for form’s sake; amongdenizen5;
there was one to reduce aliens being made ar aw,ftff
to pay strangers customs; and another t‘; [talia®®
himself the seizures and compositions of rofit £
goods, for not employment, being poiffts 0 P wos
his coffers, whereof from the very begmnmgh . atte?
not forgetful ; and had been more happy ﬂ.t b frbm oll
end, if his early providence, which kept him Jik owise
necessity of exacting upon his people, could added”
have attempered his nature therein. He ho o
during parliament, to his former creationss ¢ e
noblement or advancement in nobility of & Eafl
others ; the Lord Chandos of Britain, was made Dau'
of Bath ; Sir Gileg Daubeney, was made Lord T
beney ; and Sir Robert Willoughby, Lord Bro? o
The king diq also with great nobleness
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bounty, which virtucs at that time had their turns in
his hature, restore Edward Stafford, eldest son fo
Henry, duke of Buckingham, attainted in the time
of 'King‘ Richard, not only to his dignities, but to his
Ortunes and possessions, which were great: to
Which he was moved also by a kind of gratitude, for
that the quke was the man that moved the first stone
3gainst the tyranny of King Richard, and indeed
Made the king a bridge to the crown upon his own
TWns,  Thyg the parliament brake up.

The parliament being dissolved, the king sent
forthwith money to redeem the marquis Dorset and
St John Bourchier, whom he had left as his pledges
3t Paris for money which he had borrowed when he
Made hig expedition for England. And thereupon

© took a fit occasion to send the lord Treasurer and
Master Bray, whom he used as counsellor, to the
°rd mayor of London, requiring of the city a prest
O six thousand marks; but after many parleys he
0uld obtain but two thousand pounds ; which never-
theless the king took in good part, as men use to do
that Practise to borrow money when they have no
Need, About this time, the king called unto his
Privy council John Morton and Richard Fox, th_e
e bishop of Ely, the other bishop of Exeter; vi-
Bilant mey and secret, and such as kept watch with him
almost llpOn a,n menlelse, They llﬂ.d been bOth versed
 his affairs before he came to the crown, and were
Partakers of his adverse fortune. This Morton soon
after, upon the death of Bourchier, he made arc-h-
l)ishop of Canterbury. And for Fox, he made him

YOL. 3. . ’ K
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lord keeper of his privy seal, and afterwards advanced

him by degrees, from Exeter to Bath and Wellss
thence to Durham, and last to Winchester- For
although the king loved to employ and advﬂncf
bishops, because, having rich bishopricks, they %
ried their reward upon themselves ; yet he did us® 0
raise them by steps, that he might not lose the PO .
of the first fruits, which by that course of gradati®

was multiplied.

At last, upon the eighteenth of Januarys -wus
solemnized the so long expected and so much desi'®”
marriage between the king and lady Elizsbet!
which day of marriage was celebrated with g"eat;:
triumph and demonstrations, especially ©on 6 ]
people’s part, of joy and gladness, than the d.ay
either of his entry or coronation, which the km.g
rather noted than liked. And it is true, that all _h's
life-time, while the lady Elizabeth lived with h1™
for she died before him, he shewed himself no very
indulgent husband towards her, though she was
beautiful, gentle, and fruitful. But his aversio? 'f‘o‘
‘wards the house of York was so predominant in hl.m’
as it found place not only in his wars and coun® i
“but in his chamber and bed.

" Towards the middle of the spring, the king full
of confidence and assurance, as a prince that ha
been victorious in battle, and had prevailed with b
parliament in all that he desired, and had the ring
of acclamations fresh in his ears, thought the rest 0
'hfs reign should be but play, and the enjoying of 3
kingdom : yet, as a wise and watchful king,

1
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W
n:‘:i]:’e(;z neglect any thing f.'or his safety, thinking
exercise t;S to perform all things now rather as an
ormed ¢ an as a labour. So he being truly in-
ionate ¢, &tththe northern parts were not only affec-
en deyo de hou‘se of .Y ork, but particularly had
Would ed to King Richard the Third, thought it
and by hi a summer well spept ?o visit those parts,
claim nnds Pl‘es'ence and application of himself to re-
is ety trectxfy those humounrs. Put the king, in
is fOrtu;? of peace and calms, did much overcast
ull of br:;’ which Rroved for many years together
10 sooner en seas, ?1des, and tempests. Ft?r he was
but e ) cOI.ne to Lincoln, where he kept his Easter,
Phrey s, ef;elved news that the I:ord Lovel, Hum-
merly tal? ord, and Thomas Stafford, who had for-
out of sA en sanctuary at Colchester, were departed
tell ’W}:l.hc’cuary, b.ut to what plz.lce no man could
Continuedlc]h' z%dvertlsement the king despised, and
tesh oy his Journe)t to York: At York there came
ovel v more certm.n advertisement, that the Lord
that g 8 at hand with a great power of men, x?nd
and | ; Staffords were in arms in Wox:cestcrshlre,
°estera made .their approaches to the 'c1ty of Wor-
ang to assail it. The king, as a prince of great
it . fPrOf'Ound judgement, was not much moved with
Of’B or that he thought it was but a rag or remnal'lt
Oosworth-field, and had nothing n 1t of the main
Party of the house of York. But he was more
oubtful of the raising of forces to resist the rebels,
than of the resistance itself; for that he was in 2
core of people whose affections he suspected. But
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the action enduring no delay, he did speedily levy
and send against the Lord Lovel to the number O
three thousand men, ill armed, but well assureds be-
ing taken some few out of his own train, and #2°
rest out of the tenants and followers of such a8 wero.
safe to be trusted, under the conduct of the Duke o
Bedford. And as his manner was to send his e
dons rather before the sword than after, he gnvle
commission to the duke to proclaim pardon .to a‘
that would come in; which the duke, upon his 2P
proach to the Lord Lovel’s camp, did perform-
it fell out as the king expected ; the heralds were ™ °
great ordnance. For the Lord Lovel, upon proc a-,
mation of pardon, mistrusting his men, fled into an
cashire, and lurking for a time with Sir Thom?®.
Broughton, after sailed over into Flanders t0 o
Lady Margaret; and his men, forsaken of the“,
captain, did presently submit themselves to the du.ke'
The Staffords likewise, and their forces, heavio®
what had happened to the Lord Lovel, in who#?
success their chicf trust was, despaired and disper®®
The two brothers taking sanctuary at Colnhat
village near Abingdon; which place, upon view
their anilege in the king’s bench, being judged ne
sufficient sanctuary for traitors, Humphrey wer
el'iecuted at Tyburn ; and Thomas, as being led bY’
his elder brother, was pardoned. So this rebellio”
proved but a blast, and the king having by this jowr
ney purged a little the dregs and leaven of the
n.orthern people that were before in no good affec”
tion towards him, returned to London.

the
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In September following the queen was delivered
. of _hf?r first son, whom the king, in honour of the
British race; of which himself was, named Arthur,
according to the name of that ancient worthy king
of the Britaing, in whose acts there is truth enough
to make him famous, besides that which is fabulous.
he chilg was strong and able, though he was bornin
‘the cighth month, which the physicians do prejudge.*
- There followed this year, being the second of the
ng’s reign, a strange accident of state, whereof the
}‘elations which we have are so naked, as they leave
1t scarce credible ; not for the nature of it, for it hath
allen out often, but for the manner and circum-
stance of it, especially in the beginnings. There-
ore we shall make our judgement upon the things
themselves, o5 they give light one to another, and as
We can dig truth out of the mine. The king was
8reen in his estate ; and, contrary to his own opinion
and degert both, was not without much hatred
thm“ghout the realm. The root of all was the dis-
countenancing of the house of York, which thegeneral
body of the reqlm still affected. This did alienate
the hearts of the subjects from him daily more and
Tore, especially when they saw, that after his mar-
Tage, and after a son born, the king did nevertheless
Mot 50 much as proceed to the coronation of th.e
queen, not vouchsafing her the honour of a matri-
Monial crown; for the coronation of her was not till
almost two years after, when danger had taught him
What to do. But much morce when it was spread

* Sce Note B at the end.
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abroad, whether by error, or the cunning of malco“};
tents, that the king had a purpose to put t0 deat
Edward Plantagenet closely in the Tower: whos?
case was so nearly paralleled with that of Edws
the Fourth’s children, in' respect of the blood, hl.‘;
age, and the very place of the Tower, a8 it &
refresh and reflect upon the king a most odious rer
semblance, as if he would be another King Richarc
And all this time it was still whispered every Wherﬁ,"
that at least one of the children of Edward the
Fourth was living : which bruit was cunning'}
fomented by such as desired innovation. Neith_GV :
was the king’s nature and customs greatly fit 10 ‘?‘s'
perse these mists, but contrariwise, he had 8 fashio”
rather to create doubts than assurance. Thus was
fuel prepared for the spark : the spark, that after”
wards kindled such a fire and combustion, was 85 the
* first contemptible. V
There was a subtile priest called Richard simofb:"
that lived in Oxford, and had to his pupil a paker
son, named Lambert Simnell, of the age of s0MC
fifteen years, a comely youth, and well favoured, B0
without some extraordinary dignity and grace
aspect. It came into this priest’s fancy, heﬂﬁpg
what men talked, and in hope to raise himself 0
so'm ¢ great bishoprick, to cause this lad to counteX”
feit and personate the second son of Edward the

%\ .o
thche Priest’s name was William Simonds, and the yo“th
$0N Of ~—. ;
declared bcfof an orgdn-maker in Oxford, as the I’”egt
ore the whole convocation of the clergy at Lambeti

¥ b. 17’ —Vi
N““’ te fro 148;5- Vide Reg. Morton f. 34. MS. Sanderoft
Note from a former but not {he original editj

was

on,
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F
foiu]:(:]t}:;npp(:e}?, t.o be .mlll.‘dered; and afterward,
Sdward pézta 18 mten}tllon in .the manage, the‘ Lord
and acoordis rlgine;, then prisoner in the 'l?we.r,
 part he gly to frame hm.l t.md mstrlfct him in
toucheg befw as to play. Thisis tha_t which, as was
s person01‘1e, si(;meth scarcely cred}ble ; n?t that a
o8 it gl bs hou be. assun}ed to gain a .kmgdom,
at it o} een seen- in unc1ent. and late times; nor
ellow ¢ ould cor.ne into the mind of such a.n abject
ceits do 0 ente.rprlse so great a .mat.ter; for hfgh con-
imaginai?metlmes come streammg-mto the minds and
runk W'I:lns of base persons, especially when they are
i5 that Wll fi news and talk of the people. I.Sut ]?ere
' cing tllcll hath no z.xppearm?ce: that this priest,
accordiu terly unacquainted with the true person,
¢ Dunterr;‘g- to whose Patt(frn he. should s.hape %us
Struct h'elt’ should' thm'k it possible for l}lm to in-
l'ecmmt-ls player, either in gest.ure'and fashions, or in
or in ﬁtmg past matters ?f his life at}d education ;
t0 cq answers to questions, or t}te like, any ways
to reme‘ near the resemblance of him whom he was
that ireSent. Tor this lad was not to pe.rsonate one
ad been long before taken out of his cradle, or
conveyed nway in his infancy, known to few; but a
Youth, that til] the age almost of ten years had been
rought wp in a court where infinite eyes had been
Upon him. TFor King Edward, touched with re-
morse of his brother the Duke of Clarence’s death,
would not indeed restore his son, of whom we speak,
to be Duke of Clarence, but yet created him Earl of
Warwick 1'cyi\ri11g his honour on the mother’s side ;
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¢houg?
go that

gt kne¥
tagenet’

and used him honourably during his time,
Richard the Third afterwards confined him.
it cannot be, but that some great person th
particularly and familiarly Edward Plan
had o hand in the business, from whom the prie
might take his aim. That which is most PTOb“bl?;
out of the precedent and subsequent acts is, that’
was the queen dowager from whom this action ™
‘the principal source and motion. - For certain ¥ #
“she was a busy negotiating woman, and in her W!
drawing-chamber had the fortunate conspiracy
the king against King Richard the Third beellV
hatched ; which the king knew, and remember?
perhaps but too well ; and was at this time extrom®
discontent with the king, thinking her daughte® o
the king handled the matter, not advanced but &
pressed : and none could hold the book so well tt,)
prompt and instruct this stage-play as she cowr™
Nevertheless it was not her meaning, nor no mor we
it the meaning of any of the better and sager gort tha_t
favoured this enterprise, and knew the gecret, 1B
this disguised idol should possess the crown;- but"’,t
his peril to makg way to the overthrow of the k»itfg“?
and that done they had their several hopes and way B
That which doth chiefly fortify this conjectlﬂ'e 8
that as soon as the matter brake forth in any strength
it was one of the king’s first acts to cloister the
queen dowager in the nunnery of Bermondseys #*
to take away all her lands and estate ; and this bY 8
close council, without any legal proceeding, upon for
fetched pretences that she had delivered her §%¢
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daughters out of sanctuary to King Richard, con-
trary ¢ promise. Which proceeding being even at
at time taxed for rigorous and undue, both in
Matter ang manner, makes it very probable there
Was some greater matter against her, which the king,
UPon reasen of policy, and to avoid envy, would not
Publish, 1t is likewise no small argument that there
Was some secret in it, and some suppressing of
‘Xaminations, for that the priest Simon himself, after
© Was taken, was never brought to execution; n
10t 50 much as to public trial, as many clergymen
Were upon Jegs treasons, but was only shut up close
m.a dungeon, Add to this, that after the earl of
Incoln, 4 principal person of the house of York,
Vas slain in Stoke-field, the king opened himself to
SPme of hig council, that he was sorry for the em'l’s
eath, becauge by him, he said, he might have
foWn the bottom of his danger.
But to return to the narration itself: Simon did
T8t instruct his scholar for the part of Richard,
duke of York, second son to King Edwurd. the
ourth; ang ¢his was at such time as it was voiced,
that ¢he king purposed to put to death Edward
,Plantagenet, prisoner in the Tower, whereat there
Was great murmur. But hearing soon after a ge-
Deral bruit that Plantagenet had escaped out of the
OWer, and thereby finding him 50 mucl.l beloved
3mongst, the people, and such rejoicing at his escape,
© cunning priest changed his copys and chose now
Plantagenet to be the subject his pupil should per-
Sonate, because he was more in the present speech
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and votes of the people; and it pieced betters “n,d
followed more close and handsomely, upon the brult ‘
of Plantagenet’s escape. But yet doubtin8 he
there would be too near looking, and to0 much Per; "
spective into his disguise, if he should shew it he?
in England ; he thought good, after the manne’ 0,
scenes in stage plays and masks, to shew it afar 0%’
and therefore sailed with his scholar into relal’
where the affection to the house of York was most lz
height. The king had been a little improvident ' p
the matters of Ireland, and had not removed Oﬂicert
and counsellors, and put in their places, oF at 1€
intermingled, persons of whom he stood agsure’
he should have done, since he knew the stron8 ¢ .
f’f that country towards the house of York; 8% ’
lt‘w?s a ticklish and unsettled state, more easy ¥
receive distempers and mutations than Engle? i d
But trusting to the reputation of his vietories ol
s_uccesses in England, he thougilt he shoul “vi
time enough to extend his cares afterwards ¥ e
second kingdom. ‘ o

Wherefore through this neglect, upon the cmnt:
of Simon with his pretended Plantagenet into Fre
land, all things were prepared for revolt and seditio”
al'most asifthey had been set and plotted beforehan '
Zlmon’s first address was to the Lord Thomas ¥ itﬁ:
Gore, Bl of K, ad douty of P9
own insinua:' eyes he did cast such a mish ’
that eXpl’eSSel(;_m, and by the carriage of his }f"}’n

: award vapours of ambition 8
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:ii:;m:lm t'he carl’s own mind, left him fully pos- l
P\'esen’t] hat it was.the true Plantagenet. The earl
the no}j’ communicated the matter “*itlx gsome of
ut ﬁnd?s, and others. there, a? the first secretly ;
uffereq ng them of like affection to himself, he
ccaus tl}‘; of purpost? to vent and pass abroad;
ad o 4 ey thought it not {safe‘ to f'esolve, till. they
Breat o aste of t'he people’s inclination. But if t}}g
fury, ¢ nes were in forwardness, the people were in
incr;digiertmmrfg this airy body or p.hantasm with
tion 1 t;? affection ; partly, out of their gféat devo-
Umouy i]e house (.)f' York ; partl?r, out of a proud
ngland h the nation, to give a king to the realm of
fection + Neither did the party, il.l this heat ?f af-
of Geo,‘ much troyble themselves Tmth the attainder
by the l}fe’.(}uke of Clarence; having newly 1ez'n~ned
rupt g, Ing’s ex'umple, that attainders do not inter-
or ¢l Zconveymg of title to the crown. And as
hoy ; a«ll'g“hters of King Edward the Fourth, they
and tgo tkag Richard had said enc.)ug’h for them;
cau Ok them to be but as of the kmg§ pz_mrty,.be-
% they weye in his power and at his disposing.
. ;Juthat VYith marvellous consent and appla.tuse, this
SOIentel:felt Plantagenet was brought with great
Wity to the castle of Dublin, and there saluted,
*erved, ang honoured as king ; the boy becoming it
Well, anq doing nothing that did bewray the base-
1153 of his condition. And within a few days after
© Was proclaimed king, in Dublin, by the name of
g Edward the Sixth; there being not a sword
fawn in King Henry’s quarrel.

8
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The king was much moved with this une"Pecw.d -

accident when it came to his ears, both becaus® :
“struck upon that string which ever he most fear é
as also because it was stirred in such a place, wher
he could not with safety transfer his own perso?
suppress it. For partly through natural valours an
partly through an universal suspicion, not knowivé
whom to trust, he was ever ready to wait upo” ’1'6
his achievements in person. The king there Ose
first called his council together at the Charter-ho?
at Shine ; which council was held with great secrecy é
but the open decrees thereof, which presently cart
abroad, were three. "
The first was, that the queen dowager, for tha@
she, contrary to her pact and agreement with t}.lose
that had concluded with her concerning the marrlagd
of her daughter Elizabeth with King Henrys
nevertheless delivered her daughters out of Sancwm:
‘into King Richard’s hands, should be cloister®
the nunnery of Bermondsey, and forfeit all her Jan
and goods, "
‘The next was, that Edward Plantagenet, thet
close prisoner in the Tower, should be, in the m o
‘public and notorious manner that could be devi*®
shewed unto the people: in part to discharge &
king of the envy of that opinion and bruit, boW ¢
had been put to death privily in the Tower bu‘
chiefly to make the people see the levity and imPO;'
ture of the proceedings of Ireland, and that the

. 1
Plantagenet was indeed but a puppet or a count®
feit.

4
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The th

laime dc ;hlrd was, that there should be again pro-
theiy oﬁ'encgeneml pardon to all that would reveal
at this pas;d&nd submit themselves by a day. And
a0 Kiberg] 5 ;): should be conceived in so ample
A8Rinst the ) anner, as 1o high treason, no not
ich thoy E’g s own person, should be excepted.
0to 4 Wisegk'lt might seem strange, yet was it not
e not fyo ing, that knew his greatest dangers
Breategt, T}IIn the least treasons, but from the
COunC] wepe ese re§olutions of the king and his
Yst, the quce lTltlimedmtely put in execution. And
f Betmon dsen owager was put into the monastery
g’ hand 'y’ and all her estates seized into the
that g ks  whereat there was much wonderings
and pmm?s woman, for the yielding to the menaces
e, Wheref‘ of a tyrant, after such a distance of
noy altera:m the king had shewed no displeasure
marriage blon, but much more after s0 happy @
With jseye etween the king and her daughter, blessed
o disclogy male, should, upon 2 sudden mutability
andleq, re of the king's mind, pe so severely

Thi
s lndy was amongst the examples of greab

van

?lety “of fOrt .

Suitoy une. She had first from 2 distressed
' oken to the

marri;g:ngl desolate widow, been t
SOnage of }ﬁd O.f a bachelor king, the goodliest per~
endureq I8 time ; and even in his reign she had
temporara strange eclipse by the king’s flight, and
very ha y deprlvmg from the crowl. She was also
°°“tinu§§3;,’- in that sho had by him fair issuc; and

is nuptial love, helping herself by some
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8
. . s pleasir®
obsequious bearing and dissembling of his P

to the very end. She was much aﬁ'ecthn;ltedfo "
own kindred, even unto faction; -WI}wl'de y
great énvy in the lords of the kings Slmi’ﬂgled
counted her blood a disparagement to behé ing?
with the king’s. With which lords. of the Lot
blood joined also the king’s favourite, t’s greﬂt
Hastings ; who, notwithstanding -the kmgugh pet
affection to him, was thought at times, thrf’f o ling
malice and spleen, not to be out of danger ;trage ¥
After her husband’s death she was matter 0 e
having lived to see her brother beheaded,dﬂiﬁ hel?
two sons deposed from the crown, bus?ﬂrde_le nevel”
blood, and cruelly murdered. All this Whlforumes:
theless she enjoyed her liberty, state, and. heth
but afterwards again, upon the rise of then 25
when she had a king to her son-in-law, "’GS
made grandmother to a grandchild of the bns
yet was she, upon dark and unknown 1‘635; . n’iS
no less strange pretences, precipitated and : oot
the world into a nunnery; where it Wﬂsr‘
thought dangerous to visit her, or sec h;u;
where not long after she ended her life:
by the king’s commandment buried with the 5 0
her husband, at Windsor. She was fou.ndregt o
Queen’s College, in Cambridge. For this ace]ess’
king sustained great obloquy, which neverth 5
besides the reason of state, was somewhat sweet®
to him by a great confiscation, 709
‘About this time also, Edward Plantagen?t !
upon a Sunday brought throughout all the prmc:p

t 6% )

an
wo?
king
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str
a:fnt; 02 LO(;ldon, .to be seen of the people. And
o Paulg ésﬁurﬂ}lle.wew of the streets‘, was conducted
store of peoplz v;:.SOlemn lf)rocessmn, vyhere great
Vided alg iy, good f le1 'assenll led: And it was pro-
a4 others 8 {TS hion, t m't divers of the nobility,
king Most. su qu: 1(;}’, especially of those that the
agenct, fegt l;le:de c(,) Iznd k.ne\:.r the I-)elrso?l of Plan-
gentleman b’ 1 munication Wllt 1t e you.ng
Speech ang d}’ the way, n-nd efxte?tmned him with
Pagean ; 1scourse ; which dld-m effect mar the
With 5 rrlxn Ireland with the subjects here, at least
Might 1, any, as out of error, and not out of malic?,
Was to0 ] Tlsled. Nevel.'theless in I.reland, where it
u Conta o to' go back, it wrought I{ttle or no effect.
¢ kin l.‘ﬂrlw1se, they turned the. imposture upon
rue in}% 3 .and gave out, that the king, to deff:at the
eyes of eritor, and to mock t.he world, and bh.nd the
ikenegs simple men, had tricked up a boy In t.he
to the of Edward Plantagenct, and .shewed him
of g pe()p!e; not sparing to profane the ceremony

Procession, the more to countenance the fable.

came f: general pardon likewise ’near the. same tim.e
i&'enc r.th ) .and the king therewithal omltjced no di-
Ports et,hm QWi.ng strait order for the keeping of the
Song ? ‘at fugitives, malecontents, or suspected per-
> Might not pass over into Treland and Flanders.
Tess eanwhile the rebels in Ireland %md sent privy
- e.nS‘Ers both into England and into Flanders,
imo In both places had wrought effects of no sma'll
Dortance. For jn England they won to their
Party John, Earl of Lincoln, son of John de la Pole,
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Duke of Suffolk, and of Elizabeth, King Edwa!“:‘
the Fourth’s eldest sister. This earl was a ma? 0
great wit and courage, and had his theughts highty
raised by hopes and expectations for a time’
Richard the Third had a resolution, out of his h8#™® -
to both his brethren, King Edward, and the Duk®®
Clarence, and their lines, having had his hanc’
both their bloods, to disable their issues upon fals®
and incompetent pretexts; the one of attainders tho
other of illegitimation: and to design this gent
man, in case himself should die without childrens
inheritor of the crown. Neither was this unkno”
to the king, who had secretly an eye upon him.

the king, having tasted of the envy of the PGOPle for
his imprisonment of Edward Plantagenet, s doub”
ful to heap up any more distastes of that kind, Y
th?' imprisonment of de la Pole also; the rat
thinking it policy to conserve him as a co-rival W
t}u? other. The Earl of Lincoln was induced t0 P ol
ticipate with the action of Ireland, not lighﬂ}' up OI;
the strength of the proceedings there, which W85 ;
a bubble, but upon letters from the lady Marg®®
of Bmfg“nd}” in whose succours and declaratio® o
the enterprise there seemed to be o more solid ©%
dation, both for reputation and forces, Neither ¢
the earl refrain the business, for that he kne¥ ©
pretended Plantagenet to be but an idol. But <"
trariwise, he was more glad it should be the ﬁflsa
Plantagenet than the true ; because the false ber®
sure to fall away of himself, and the true tobe 2"
sure of by the king, it might open and pave ® ful
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and py,
1utiozl;2a::.(ll X“Y to his 'own title. With this reso-
little befOrel 2_ secretly into Flanders, where was &
Tespondence lllil:eed' the;?‘ Lord Lov<‘e], ]eaymg‘ a cor-
oughton, g man ;Ifl nglan .Wlth Sir ‘Thomas
' Lancashire, For bgreat power and dependencies
tended Plapy, or before this time, when the pre-
Secret messe age‘net was first received in Ireland,
argaret (;‘391? .lmd been also sent to the Lady
ang, im’lu ‘.Vel‘tlSll)g her .what was pafzsed in Ire-
s2id, 5 }i)mmg succours in an enterprise, as they
Ously plI?OOUS 'and just, a.nd 'that God had so miracu-
offey ﬂlatsplelled .the beginning thereof; and makiqg
ang directia things should.be guided by her will
Ctress ofon’ as the sc.)verelgn patroness and pro-
Sistey to Ki the wenterprlse. Margaret was second
“Seeong W‘fmg Edward the Fourth, and had been
of By, ife to Charles, surnamed thg Hardy, Duke
8undy ; by whom having no children of her
d, stllxxe did Wit'h singular care and tenderness in-
il drene tedUCutlon of Philip and Mur;guret, grand-
great 1 0 her former husband; which wonr he.r
rin CQQSVG m.ld authority among the Dutch.' This
W(’mar; : h"'Vmg the spirit of a man, and malice of a
er dg ’ abounding in treasure by the greatness of
childle“,er and lfer provident government, and })emg
: eSignSb, and without any nearer care, made it her
‘Eng) and enterprise to sce the majesty royal of
Seti a“.‘d.once again replaced in her house ; and had
all ep ng Henry as a mark at whosc.: overthrow
r actions should aim and shoot; insomuch as

all .
the counsels of his suceeeding troubles came
voy, 3, L

Owp
ten
<}
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chiefly out of that quiver. And she bare such m;’;;

tal hatred to the house of Lancaster, and persond
to the king, as she was no ways mollified by th® con;
junction of the houses in her niece’s marriag® ~,
rather hated her nicce, as the means of the king®
ascent to the crown, and assurance therein. Where”
fore with great violence of affection she cmbrac?
this overture. And upon counsel taken with ‘th(?
Earl of Lincoln, and the Lord Lovel, and som® Othez
of the party, it was resolved with all specds the ¥
lords, assisted with a regiment of two ghous®”
Almains, being choice and veteran bands, unde’ =
command of Martin Swart, a valiant and expe”
mented captain, should pass over into Ireland £0 the
new king ; hoping, that when the action should h‘?ve
the face of a received and settled regalitys it
such a second person as the Earl of Lincoln, and thg
conjunction and reputation of foreign succours
fame of it would embolden and prepare all the Pgrf:)’
of the confederates and malcontents Withi® the
‘realm of England, to give them assistance whent ee
should come over there. And for the person &
counterfeit, it was agreed, that if all things succe®™
well he should be put down, and the true Pl‘mtage,
net received ; wherein neverthelegs the Earl of Lme
coln had his particular hopes. After they were co®?
into Ireland, and that the party took courag® 4
seeing themselves together in a body, they gres‘
very confident of success; conceiving and disco™
ing amongst themselves, that they went in upo? g
better cards to overthrow King Henry, than Kir
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;Il:?ry had to overthrow King Richard: and ithn,‘t if
; ande ?Vere not a sword .drawn against them 10 Ire-
Goon, it was a sign the swords in England would be
bray sheathed or beaten down. And first, for &
thei ery upqn this accession.of power, they crowx}ed
wh I‘V-new king in the cathedral church of Dublin ;
t e(:l fOrn.\erly had been but proclaimed only ; and
whi }‘f&t in council what should farther be done. At
thatc' council, though it were propou.nded by some,
e ,lt were the best way to establish themselves
ﬂ::it in Ireland, and to make that the seat of the war,
absetofdraw King Henry thither in person, by whose
tio Nce they thought there would be great altera-
N3 and commotions in England; yet because the
vaﬁfdm there was poor, and they should -not be
man'éto keep their army together, nor pay their G.r‘er'-
soldiers ; and for that also the sway of the Irish-

m : i
®,/and generally of the men of war, which, as1n

8 oy
Ueh cageg of popular tumults is usual, did in effect
flection to

8OVern thejy leaders, was eager, and in a
fvmi:;le‘theirfortunes upon England ; (it was con"l“_ded
D ‘a‘u_ Possible speed to transport their forces {0
nglangd. The king in the mean time, who at first
XI:E he heard what was done in Ireland, though it
able tled him3 yet thought he should b(f well enough
o 0 scattey the Irish as a flight of birds, and rat-
Y€ away this swarm of bees with their king ; when
e;bheard afterwards that the Earl of Lincoln was
Wy, arked in the action, and that the Lady Margaret
\a ; : declared for -it; he apprehended the danger n
% true degree as it was, and saw plainly that his
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kingdom must again be put to the stake, and 't}mt
he must fight for it. And first he did concel®
bef‘?re he understood of the Earl of Lincoln’s sailing
into Treland out of. Flanders, that he should be 8%
sailed both upon the east parts of the kingdo™ °
England by some impression from Ilanders, an
npon the north-west out of Ircland. And therefo™
having ordered musters to be made in both puts
and having provisionally designed two generalsr
Jasper, Earl of Bedford, and John, Earl of Oxfm:d'
meaning himself also to go in person where the ffolr®
:.should most require it, and nevertheless not expect
g any actual invasion at that time, the winter be”
ing far on, he took his journey himself towards Sul
folk and Norfolk for the confirming of those prt®
And being come to St. Edmond’s-Bury, he unde’
stood that Thomas, Marquis Dorset, who had beet
one of the Pledges in France, was hasting towar?
him, to purge himself of some accusations which ha
been made against him. But the king, though ’
kept an ear for him, yet was the time so do
that he sent the Earl of Oxford to meet hims 8"
forthwith to carry him to the Tower; with 2 f%lr
message nevertheless, that he should bear that dl?-
grace with patience, for that the king meant not 1
h.u It, but only to preserve him from doing P%"
cither to the king’s service, or to himself; and the
tl‘le king should always be able, when he had clear®
himself, to make him reparation, >
From St. Edmond’s-Bury he went to Norwicb,
where he kept his Christmas : and from thence

1



| HISTORY OF KING HENRY Vil 191

went, ;
Whe:’e ll?e @ manner of pilgrimage, to Walsingham,
cles, ang v1si1ted our lady's church, famous for mira-
deliverancm?‘ e his prayers and vows for help and
bridgo 1, ; : and from thence he returned by Cam-
their i .ondon. Not %ong after the rebels, with
the. Earlg’ ;md.er the leading of the Earl of Lincoln,
Wit 1 Od Kildare, the Lord Lovel, and- Colonel
there ;‘e “. 'ed at Fouldr'ey, in Lancashire ; whither
Some sm[:ﬁ;x ed to them Sir T l'lomas Broughton, with
time, ky, company of English. The king by that
fall 3, ,oswlng now the storin would not divide, but
and i, e place, ha.d Jevied forces in good number;
generalsper;on’ taking with him his two designed
Xford » the Duke of: Bedford, and the Earl of
°Vent’ was come on his way towards them as far as
ry, whence he sent forth a troop of light horse-

men for i
v disc and to intercept some stragglers

Of the . ’Overy,
nemies, by whom he might the better under-
purposes;

Stang !

whi Chth’e particulars of their progress and
Wise “Was accordingly done ; though the king other-

'as y " . . . . .

camp, not without intelligence from espials In the
ard York, without
the better
le and to

b
Spoillirl:e t‘iebels took their way l‘,O\.N 3
to I)utg;h 1€ country, oF z?ny act of hostility,
pel‘sohuteem; el.st 1.111:0 favour of the peop
Pringely ft’,e“' king ; who, no doubt, out of &
towardy | Ffﬁlmgt was sparing and compuss'lomte
Rather g tis subjects : but their snow-b;.ﬂl did not
Neithey dillt }vent,.for the people came not in tf) them;
parts of t; any rise or declare thenfselves in other

1e kingdom for them; which was caused
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partly by the good taste that the king had given ,hls
people of his government, joined with the lt‘epuw'!ﬂ(m
of his felicity ; and partly for that it was an Odl?us
thing to the people of England to have 2 king
brought in to them upon the shoulders of Irish ﬂn(,li
Dutch, of which their army was in substance cort
pounded. Neither was it a thing done with 8%
great judgement on the party of the rebels, for the™
to take their way towards York : considering *
" howsoever those parts had formerly been anursery &
their friends, yet it was there where the Lord Love®
had so lately disbanded, and where the king’® pre”
sence had a little before qualified discontents:
Earl of Lincoln, deceived of his hopes of the ¢™"
try’s concourse unto him, in which case he wou
have temporised, and secing the business past retrac b
1'f.3$olved to make on where the king was and 0 gve
hlfn b.a ttle; and thereupon marched towards Newarks
thinking to have surprised the town. But the K*8
was somewhat before this time come to Nottingha?”
where he called a council of war, at which was con
sulted whether it were best to protract times o
specdily to sct upon the rebels. In which co™®
the king himself, whose continual vigilancy did guo™
n SOH}etimeS causcless suspicions which feW els‘e
knew, inclined to the accelerating a battle, but thie
was pl:esently put out of doubt by the great aids thé
came In to him in the instant of this consultatio™
partly upon missives and partly voluntaries, from
many parts of the kingdom.

The principal persons that came then to b
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king’s aid, were the Earl of Shrewsbury and the
Lord Strange, of the nobility ; and of knights and
8entlemen, to the number of at least threescore and
ten Persons, with their companies; making in the
Vf’hole, at the least, six thousand fighting men, be-
Sides the forces that were with the king before.

hereupon the king, finding his army so bravely
rem("orced, and a great alacrity in all his men to
8ht, wag confirmed in his former resolution, and
tarcheq speedily, so as he put himself between the
Chemiey camp and Newark, being loth their army
Shoulq get the commodity of that town. The earl,\
F.othi“g dismayed, came forwards that day unto 2
title village called Stoke, and there encamped that
eht, upon the brow or hanging of & hill. The.
"8 the next day presented him battle upon t.he
Plain, the fields there being open and champain.

¢ ear] courageously came down and joined ba-ttle
With hip, Concerning which battle the relations
tha are left unto us are so naked and negligent,

ugh it be an action of so recent memory, as they
rathey declare the success of the day than 't]'le mal}-
ler of t])q fight, They say that the king divided his
MY into thyee battails; whereof the vant-guard
onlY, well strengthencd with wings, came t0 fight:
that ¢he fight V:'::'ms fiorec and obstinate, and ]ast.;ed'
three lours, before thoe vietory inclined either way;
Si}ve that judgement might be made by that .ﬂle

ng’s vant-guard of itself maintained fight aganst

'® Whale power of the enemics, (the other two
battgil remaining out of action) what the success
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was like to be in the end : that Martin Swart w‘th

his Germans performed bravely, and so did those fo¥’

English that were on that side : neither did the Inis
fail in courage or fierceness ; but being almost nake
men, only armed with darts and skeins, it was rathe?
an execution than a fight upon them ; insomuch 8°
the furious slaughter of them was a great (1iscourage‘
ment and appalment to the rest: that there die
upon the place all the chieftains ; that is, the B2
of Lincoln, the Earl of Kildare, Francis Lord Loveb
Martin Swart, and Sir Thomas Broughton: oll
malfing good the fight without any gl‘Oll“d giver
Only Qf the Lord Lovel there went a report, that he
fled, and swam over Trent on horseback, but cot
not recover the farther side by reason of the steep”
ness of the bank, and so was drowned in the river
I.3ut another report leaves him not there, but that h°
lived long after in a cave or vault. The number tha
was slain in the field, was of the enemies’ par® fou?
thousand at the least; and of the king's pa®: one
half his vant-guard, besides many hurt, but none °
name. There were taken prisoners, amongst other®
the counterfeit Plantagenet, now Lambert Simn®
again, and the crafty priest his tutor. For Lambert’
tl.ie king would not take his life, both out of magl®
nimity, taking him but as an image of WaX that
others had tempered and molded ; and likewise out
of wisdom, thinking that if he suffered death,
would be forgotten too soon; but being kept alive:
he would be a continual spectacle, and a kind >
remedy against the like enchantments of PGOPle "
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' tl.me to come. For which cause he was taken into ser-
Vice in his court to a base office in his kitchen; so that,
In a kind of « mattacina” of human force, he turned a

Yoach that had worn a crown; whereas fortune
Commonly doth not bring in a comedy or farce after
% tragedy, And afterwards he was preferred to be
one of the king's falconers.  As to the priest, he was
C?mmitted close prisoner, and heard of no more ; the

Mg loving to seal up his own dangers.

After the battle the king went to Lincoln, where
© caused supplications and thanksgivings to be
Wade for his deliverance and victory. And that his
®Votions might go round in circle, he sent his ban-
Der to be offered to our lady of Walsingham, whcx:e
cfore he made his vows. And thus delivered of this
20 Strange an engine, and new invention of fortt.me,
-he Teturned to his former confidence of mind; think-
N8 now, that all his misfortunes had come at once.
Ut it fell out unto him according to the speec!l of
b1e common people in the beginning of his reigh,
that Said, « It was a token he should reign In labour,:
" because his reign began with a sickness‘of sw?nt.
put howsoever the king thought himself now in &
hayen, yet such was his wisdom, as his confidence did
seldom darken his foresight, especially in things near
hang, And therefore, awakened by s0 fresh and .un-
®Xpected dangers, he entered into due consideration,
3s well how to weed out the partakers of the former
rebeni‘)n, as to kill the seeds of the like in time to
COme ; and withal to take away all shelters and har-

bours o, discontented persons, where they might
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hatch and foster rebellions, which afterwards might
gather strength and motion. And first, he did: yeb
again make a progress from Lincoln to the norbhefn’
parts, though it were indeed rather an itinerary &%
cuit of justice than a progress. For all along ¢
went, with much severity and strict inquisitfont
partly by martial law, and partly by commisswn >
were punished the adherents and aiders of the 185°
rebels. Not all by death, for the field had draw?
much blood, but by fines and ransoms, which spare
life and raised treasure. Amongst other crimes
this nature, there was diligent inquiry made of su°
as had raised a bruit and rumour a little befor¢ the
field fought, « that the rebels had the day’ :z,n
“ that the king’s army was overthrown, and the kiv8
“ fled.” Whereby it was supposed that many 54
cours, which otherwise would have come unto ®
king, were cunningly put off and kept back. Which
char.ge and accusation, though it had some gro%” ’
y.et 1t was industriously embraced and put on by
divers, who having been in themselves not the best
;"f’f’ec.ted to the king’s part, nor forward to com® 0
tl}lls -ald’ were glad to apprehend this colour to covel"v
eir x.leglect and coldness, under the pmtence Y
silch dzlscouragemcnts. Which cunning neveytheleSS
:tlearll{(ing WOl.ll(.l not understand, though he lodg®
, B noted it in some particulars as his manner wa#
ut for the extirpating of the roots and causes

the like commotions in time to come, the king begu'ﬂ

to find where his shoe did wring him, and that !

was his depressing of the house of York that di
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Tankle and fester the affections of his people. And
therefore being now too wise to disdain perils any
lo.nger’ and willing to give some contentment in that

Ind, at least in ceremony, he resolved at. last to
Proceed to the coronation of his queen. And there-
fore at pi coming to London, where he entered in
Sfute’ and in a kind of triumph, and celebrated his
Victory with two days of devotion, for the first day
he repaired to Paul’s, and had the hymn of « 'I.‘e:
“ Deum> sung, and the morrow after he went ¥
Procession, and heard the sermon at the cross, the
dheen was with great solemnity crowned at West-
ml.nster, the five and twentieth of November, in the
third yoar of his yeign, which was about two years
after the marriage ; like an old christening, that had
stayed long for godfathers. Which strange and
Unusual distance of time made it subject to every
MAN'S note, that it was an act against his stomach,
and pyg upon him by necessity and reason of state.

oon after, to shew that it was now fair weathffr
2gain, and that the imprisonment of Thomas.».lVIm"lu1S

orset, was rather upon suspicion of the tlmt? than
of the man, he, the said marquis, was set at liberty
Without examination or other circumstance. At
that  time also the king sent an ambassador unto

°Pe Innocent, signifying unto him this his marriage;
and that pow, like another ZEneas, he had passed
through the floods of his former troubles and
travels, and was arrived unto 2 safe haven: and
thfmking his holiness that he had honoured the cel(.:-
bration of his marringe Wwith the presence of his
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ambassador; and offering both his person and qle
forces of his kingdom, upon all occasions, to do D%
service. ,
. The ambassador making his oration to the POP
in the presence of the cardinals, did so magnify the
king and queen, as was enough to glut the hearers
But then he did again so extol and deify the popes 2
made all that he had said in praise of his master &
mistress seem temperate and passable. - But he wo8
very honourably entertained, and extremely much
made on by the pope : who knowing himself to
lazy and unprofitable to the Christian worlds was
wonderfully glad to hear that there were such ec‘hOf’S
of him sounding in remote parts. He obtained "‘l.s’o
of the pope a very just and honourable bull, quﬂ“fy’
ing the privileges of sanctuary, wherewith the king
had been extremely gulled in three points.

The first, that if any sanctuary man did by ﬂighf’
or otherwise, get out of sanctuary privily, and commib
mischief and trespass, and then come in agMth
should lose the benefit of sanctuary for ever after
The second, that howsoever the person of the Sﬂ“‘f’
tuary man was protected from his creditors, yet hié
gf)ods out of sanctuary should not. 'The third, ghat
if .any took sanctuary for case of treason, the king
might appoint him keepers to look to him in
sanctuary. o

Cs

The king also, for the better sccuring of hiS‘
estate against mutinous and malcontented subject¥
whereof he saw the realm was full, who might have
their refuge into Scotland, which was not under ke¥



HISTORY OF KING HENRY VIL 199

35 the ports were ; for that cause rather than for any
oubt of hostility from those parts, before his coming
to London, when he was at Newcastle, had sent a
Solemn ambassage unto James the Third, king of
cotland, to treat and conclude a peace with him.
he ambassadors were, Richard Fox, Bishop of
“Xeter, and Sir Richard Edgcombe, comptroller of
e ki“g’s house, who were honourably received and
“Dtertained there. But the King of Scotland, labour-
Dg of the same disease that King Henry did, though
More mortal, as afterwards appeared, that is, dis-
“Ohtenteq subjects, apt to rise and raise tumult,
although in his own affection he did much desire
t make o peace with the king ; yet finding his nobles
Averse, and not daring to displease them, concluded
only g truce for seven years; giving nevertheless
Promise iy private, that it should be renewed from
tme to tipe during the two kings’ lives. '
_ Hitherto the king had been exercised in settling
18 affairs at home. But about this time brake forth
4N oceasion that drew him to look abroad, Efnd to
earken ¢, foreign business. Charles the Eighth,
the Frepey, king, by the virtue and good fortune of
i.s two immedia;e predecessors, Charles the .Seventh,
is grandfather, and Lewis the Eleventh, his {:atl.ler,
Yeceived the kingdom of France in more flourishing
and spread estate than it had been of many years
efore ; being redintegrate in those principal mem-
bers, which anciently had been portions of the crown
of France, and were afterward discovered, so as they
Temained only in homage and not in sovereignty,
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being :governed by absolute princes of their oW
Anjou, Normandy, Provence, and Burgundy. Thero
remained -only Britain to be re-united, and ﬁo;the,
monarchy of France to be reduced to the anciel
terms and bounds. |

King Charles was not a little inflamed with .alf
ambition to re-purchase and re-annex that duchy
which his ambition was a wise and We]l-weighe
ambition ; not like unto the ambitions of his .suc‘
ceeding enterprises of Italy. For at that times
being newly come to the crown, he was Somewhat
guided by his father’s-counsels, counsels not cou?”
sellors, for his father was his own council, and he
‘few able'men about him. And that king, he kne.w
well, had ever distasted the designs of Italy, a»d "
particular had an eye upon Britain, There W&
many circumstances that did feed the ambitio? 0
Charles with pregnant and apparent hopes of su&
cess: the duke of Britain old, and entered into #
lethargy, and served with mercenary counsellor®s
father of two only daughters, the one sickly and n°F
likely to continuc; King ‘Charles himself in the
flower of age, and the subjects of France at thot
time well trained for war, both for leaders an
soldiers; men of serviee ‘being not yet word o
since the wars of Lewis againét Burgundy-
found himself also in -peace with all his neighbo®
princes. As for those that might oppose to his &
terprise, Maximilian king of the Romans, his rival 1?
the same desives (as well for the duchy, 88 the
daughter) feeble in means; and King Hemy 0
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N.E“gl‘“nd,as well somewhat obnoxious to him for his
favours and benefits, as ‘busied in his particular
troubles at home. There ‘was also a fair and specious
Occasion offered him to hide his ambition, and to
Justify his ‘'warring upon Britain ; for that the duke
hag received and succoured Lewis, duke of Orleans,
and other of the French nobility, ‘which had taken
3ms against their king. Wherefore KingCharles,
Deing resolved upon that war, knew well he could
Hot receive any opposition §0 potent, as if King Henry
should, either upon policy of state in preventing the
8rowing greatness of France, or upon gratitude unto
t?le duke of Britain for his former favours in the
tl.me of his distress, espouse that quarrel, and declare

imself in gid of the duke. Thercfore he no sooner

eard that King Henry was scttled by his victory,

}lt forthwith he sent ambassadors unto him to pray

18 assistance, or at least that he would stand neu-
tral, Which ambassadors found the king at Lel-
Cester, and delivered their ambassage to this effect:
they first imparted unto the king the success t.ha.t
t.heir Master had had a little pefore against Maxu.m-
lian, iy recovery of certain tOWNS from him; which
Was done in a kind of privacys and inwardness

towarqs the king; as if the French king did not

esteem him for an outward or formal confederate,

Ut as one that had part in his . affections and for-
-tunes, gnd with whom he took pleasure to commu-
Dicate his business. After this compliment, and
Some gratulation for the king’s vietory, they fell t.o
theiy errand; declaring to the king, that ‘their
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master was enforced to enter into a just and neces”
sary war with the duke of Britain, for that he had
received and succoured those that were traitors 87

declared enemies unto his person and state. That
they were no mean, distressed, and calamitous Per”
sons that fled to him for refuge, but of so gwat
quality, as it was apparent that they came not thither
to protect their own fortune, but to infest and jnvade
his; the head of them being the Duke of Orlean$s
the first prince of the blood, and the second perso”
of France. That therefore, rightly to undchw’n

it, it was rather on theiy master’s part a defensive
war than an offensive ; as that could not be omi“",

or forborn, if he tendered the conservation Of s
own estate; and that it was not the first blow that
made the war ifvasive, for that no wise prince wot™
stay for, but the first provocation, or at least the
first preparation;; nay, that this war was rather ®
suppression of rebels, than a war with a just cnemy ?
where the case is, that his subjects, traitors, are
received by the Duke of Britain his homager- That
King Henry knew well what went upon it in GX"
ample, if neighbour princes should patronize an

comfort rebels against the law of nations and @
?eagues_, Nevertheless that their master was not
ignorant, that the king had been beholden t0 the
]?uke of Britain in his adversity ; as on the Othe,r
side, they knew he would not forget also the readl—
ness of their king, in aiding him when the Duke °

Britain, or his mercenary counsellors, failed hioY
and would have betrayed him ; and that there Wa# 4
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great difference between the courtesies received from
':lhe“‘ master, and the duke of Britain : for that the
uke's might have ends of utility and bargain ;
Whereas their master's could not have proceeded but
Out of entire affection; for that, if it had been
mea‘Sured by a politic line, it had been better for his
:ﬂ“alrs, that a tyrant should have reigned in Englan.d,
Toubled and hated, than such a prince, whose vir-
tues could not fail to moke him great and potent,
Whensoever he was come to be master of his affairs.

ut howsoever it stood for the point of obligation
Which the king might owe to the duke of Britain,
Yet their master was well assured, it would not
diveyy King Henry of England from doing that that
W33 just, nor ever embark him in so ill-
Uarrel, Therefore, since this war, Which their master
W35 now to make, was but to deliver himself from
Mminent dangers, their king hoped the king woul.d
Show the like affoction to the conservation of their
Master's estate, as their master had, when time was
shewed to the king's acquisition of his kingdom- Al
the least, that according to the inclination which
the king had ever professed of peace, he would look
o, and stand neatral; for that their master could
"0t with reason press him to undertake part in the
.War, being so newly settled and recovered from
ln§estine seditions. But touching the mystery of
re-a:nnexing of the duchy of Britain to the crown of

fance, either by war, or by ‘marriage with the
Aughter of Britain, the ambassadors bare aloof
from j as from a rock, knowing that it made most

vor, 3, M

grounded a
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against them. - And therefore by all means declint.%d
any mention thereof, but contrariwise interlaceds I
their conference with the king, the assured purpos®
of their master to match with the daughter .0
Maximilian; and entertained the king also wit
some wandering discourses of their king’s purpos®
to recover by arms his right to the kingdom &
Naples, by an expedition in person; all to remoV?
the king from all jealousy of any design in thes®
hither parts upon Britain, otherwise than for quench”
ing of the fire which he feared might be kindled 1*
his own estate.

The king, after advice taken with his counclls
made answer to the ambassadors ; and first ret?°
their compliment, shewing he was right glad of t '3
Ffench king’s reception of those towns from Max"
milian.  Then he familiarly related some pﬂl”ticular
passages of his own adventures and victory Passefl‘
As to the business of Britain, the king answert »
few words; that the French king, and the duke ©
Britain, were the two persons to whom he was M08
obliged of all men; and that he should think himsél
very unhappy if things should go so between the””
as he should not be able to acquit himself in grat-
tude towards them both; and that there Was ™
m.eans for him as a Christian king, and a commo”
friend to them, to satisfy all obligations both t0 Go
and man, but to offer himself for a mediator of "
accord and peace between them; by which cours®
he doubted not but their king’s estate, and honot
both, would be preserved with more safety and Jes®
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E;Wy ’fihan by a war ; and that he would spare no costs
Pains, no if it were to go on pilgrimage, for so
E;Ofl an effect ; and concluded, that in this great
"X:Irt W}flch he took so much to hgart, he w01.11d
8 himself more fully by an ambassage, which

° Would speedily dispatch unto the French king
oF that PUYpose. And in this sort the French am-
a8adors were dismissed: the king avoiding to
unfler“and anything touching the re-annexing of
Shtain, a5 the ambassadors had avoided to mention
2 save that he gave a little touch of it in the word
shvf' And 5o it was, that the king was nei?her l:o
i N lo‘.’"» nor so ill advertised, as not tf’ pertfelVG the
‘nt.e Ntion of the French for the investing himself of
Utain, By first, he was utterly unwilling, how-
"o¢ver he gave out, to enter into war with Frzfnce.
- ame of war he liked well, but not an aclne\fe-
H.lent; for the one he thought would make him
“?her, and the other poorer ; and he was possessed
'Wlt.h many gecret fears touching his own people,
Which pg was therefore loth to arm, ﬂnd'P“t wea-
Pons ing, their hands. Yet notwithstanding,
Prudent gpq courageous prince, he was not so averse
from war, but that he was resolved to choose. it,
Tather thpy to have Britain carried by France, being
"0 grea and opulent a duchy, and situate so oppor-
Jnely ¢ annoy England, either for coast o trade.
Ut the king’s hopes were, that partly by negligence,
con“m"nly imputed to the French, especially in t.he
“outt of young king, and partly by the native
Power of Britain itself, which was not small; but

as a
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chiefly in respect of the great party that the Duke of
Orleans bad in the kingdom of France, and th.ereby
means to stir up civil troubles, to divert the IFrenc
king from the enterprise of Britain. And lastly, .
regard of the power of Maximilian, who was corrt¥®
to the French king in that pursuit, the ente’P rse
would either bow to a peace, or break in jtself. _ I»
all which the king measured and valued th” g
amiss, as afterwards appeared. He sent therefore
forthwith to the French king Christopher Urswicks
his chaplain, a person by him much trusted and 6%
ployed : choosing him the rather, because he was &
churchman, as best sorting with an embassy o
pacification: and giving him also a commissio®
that if the French king consented to treat, he shov
thence repair to the Duke of Britain, and ripe? the
treaty on both parts. Urswick made declaratio® t,o‘
the French king, much to the purpose of the Jing®
answer to the French ambassadors here, instmi?g‘
also tenderly some overture of receiving to gﬂ,},ce
the Duke of Orleans, and some taste of conditions
accord., But the French king on the other side
proceeded not sincerely, but with a great deal ©
art-and dissimulation in this treaty ; having for hls.
end, to gain time, and so put off the English sucr
cours under hope of peace, till he had got Bo°
footing in Britain by force of arms. Wherefore he
fmswered the ambassador, that he would put him# olf
into the king’s hands, and make him arbiter of t
peace ; and willingly gonsented, that the ambassadqr
should straightways pass into Britain, to signify e
2
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bis consent, and to know the Duke's mind likewise ;
:’;’lell foreseeing that the Duke of Orleans, by whom
to‘?bDuke of Britain was wholly led, taking himself
© upon terms irreconcileable with him, would.
8mit of po treaty of peace. Whereby he should in
°1¢, both generally abroad veil over his ambition,
ad win the reputation of just and moderate pro-
“edings; and should withal endear himself in the
llectiong of the king of England, as one that had
“mmitted a1l to his will; nay, and which was yet
More fine, make faith in him, that although he went
o0 With the war, yet it should be but with the
SWord in his hand, to bend the stiffness of the other
Party ¢ accept of peace; and so the king should
take N0 umbrage of his arming and prosecution;
.b“t the treaty to be kept on foot to the very last
Mstant, ti}] he were master of the field. '

. Which grounds being by the French king wisely
teid, o) things fell out as he expected. For whfan
be English ambassador came to the court of Britain,

‘¢ duke wag then scarcely perfect in his memory,
and g)) things were directed by the Duke of .Orlezms,'
"ho gave audience to the chaplain Urswick, arfd
Upon hig ambassage delivered, made answer in
Somewhqt high terms: that the Duke of Britain

AVing been an host, and a kind of parent or foster-
father to the king, in his tenderness of age and
Weaknegs of fortune, did look for at this time from

ing I‘Ienry, the renowned king of England, rather

Yave troops for his succours, than a vain treaty of
Peace. And if the king could forget the good offices
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of the duke done unto him aforetime; yet, he kneW
well, he would in his wisdom consider of the futurés
how much it imported his own safety and reput®”
tion, both in foreign parts, and with his own people”
not to suffer Britain, the old confederates of Eng-
land, to be swallowed up by France, and 80 many
good ports and strong towns upon the coast be lnj
the command of so potent a neighbour king, anf'l sg}
ancient an enemy: and therefore humbly desir®®’
the king to think of this business as his own: oty
therewith brake off, and denied any farther confer”
ence for treaty.

Urswick returned first to the French king» ?‘nd
related to him what had passed. Who findi"®
things to sort to his desire, took hold of them, an
said; that the ambagsador might perceive now that;
which he for his part partly imagined before- The
considering in what hands the duke of Britain ¥**
there would be no peace but by a mixed treaty ©
force and persuasion: and therefore he would 8° or
with the one, and desired the king not to desist from
the other. But for his own part, he did faithf“]}y
promise to be still in the king’s power, to rule him 1
the matter of peace. This was accordingly repre”
gented unto the king by Urswick at his return, an
in such a fashion, as if the treaty were in no 5% X
desperate, but rather stayed for a better houfs ol
the hammer had wrought and beat the party @
Britain more pliant. Whereupon there passed cot
tinually packets and dispatches between the tWo
kings, from the one out of desire, and from. the
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Other o P
of peac :t ;‘fh dissimulation, about the negociation
titain with e French king mean while invaded
antz wigh ngreat 'forcfes, and distressed the city of
® had no gre Sttr.alt siege, and, as one, who though
could iggor, o judgement, yet had that, that he
Prosecution fe at home, the more be did urge the
time, urge tﬁ the. war, the more he did, at the same
as durivng 0 e Sf)hcxtatlon of the peace. Insomuch
I{artiéﬁlar me seige of Nantz, after many letters and
Sulation essages, the better to maintain his dis-
. A‘lbign; and to refresh the treaty, he sent Barnard
Carnestly tz,da person of good quality, to the king,
683 hows esire him to make an end of the busi-

Th (?ever.

the tl‘e:tkl.ng was no less ready to revive and quicken
the &bbo}; ; and t.hereupon sent three commissioners,
chaplain UOf ‘ikbmgdon, Sir Richard Tunstal, and
Utmogt end1‘swmk formerly employed, to do their
cavours to manage the treaty roundly

-4 Woodvile, uncle to the
and desirous of honour,
ht raise some power
thout licence Of

ue
EUesnt’o 8; Valizfnt gentleman,
of voly he -kmg that he might T
paSSpor;ltanes 1:1nderhan(1, and Wi
20 to the(vf/herem the king might any ways a.ppear)
Ned b gid of the Duke of Britain. The king de-
aid stra'requ%t’ or at least seer.ned so to do, and
ot sty ;‘t commandment upon him, that he should
Suffey gh or 'that th? king thought his honour would
ever theelrem’ during 2 treaty, to bettor a party.
ess this lord, either being unruly, or out o
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conceit that the king would not inwardly dis}fke
that, which he would not openly avow, sailed
directly over into the Tsle of Wight, whereof be %2
governor, and levied a fair troop of four hundre
men, and with them passed over into Britain, 37
joined himself with the duke’s forces. The news
whereof, when it came to the Fremch courts Rut
divers young bloods into such a fury, as the Enghs
ambassadors were not without peril to be. outrag®™
But the French king, both to preserve the privileg®
of ambassadors, and being conscious to himself; tha
in the business of peace he himself was the greatel‘
dissembler of the two, forbad all injuries of fact o
word against their persons or followers. And P’
sently came an agent from the king, to purge h}m‘
self touching the Lord Woodvile's going over; using
for a principal argument, to demonstrate that it wis
without his privity, for that the troops were S0 small
as neither had the face of a succour by authoritys
nor could much advance the Britain affairs:
which message although the French king gave no
full credit, yet he made fair weather with the kin8’
and seemed satisfied. Soon after the English 8™
bztssadors returned, having two of them been lik.e'
wise with the Duke of Britain, and found thing® 1_“
no other terms than they were before. Upon thetf
return, they informed the king of the state of the af
fairs, and how far the French king was from any true
meaning of peace; and therefore he was now to
advise of some other course; neither was the kiP8
himself led all this while with credulity merely a8
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Vas 8enerally supposed; but his error was not so
Much facility of belief, as an ill measuring of the
Orces of the other party.

For, as was partly touched before, the king had
©35t the business thus with himself, He took it for
gl’.anted in his own judgement, that the war of Bri-

3n, in respeet of the strength of the towns and of
¢ Party, could not speedily come to a period.
or he conceived, that the counsels of a war, that
a5 undertaken by the French king, then childless,
- gtainst an heir apparent of Trance, would be very
40t ang slow ; and, besides, that it was not possible,
l.lt that the state of France should be embroiled
Vit some troubles and alterations in favour of th.e
! ke of Orleans. He conceived likewise, that Maxi-
Tiliay, king of the Romans, was a prince, warlikeand |
potent; who, he made account, would give succours
to the Britains roundly. So then judging it w?}lld
® 2 work of time, he laid his plot how he mlght
%t make use of that time for his own affairs.
. hereiy first he thought to make his vantage upon

8 Parliament ; knowing that they being affectionate
Unto the quarrel of Britain, would give treafure
M8ely; which treasure, as a mnoise of war might
"W forth, so g peace succeeding might coffer up.

" becauge he knew his people were hot upon the

PUsiness, he chose rather to seem to be deceived,
and Juljeq asleep by the French, than to be backward
ln, imSelf; considering his subjects were not so fully
Stpable of the reasons of state, which made him hold
ack. Wherefore to all these purposes he saw no
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other expedient, than to set and keep on foot & €%
tinual treaty of peace, laying it down, and taking it
up again, as the occurrence required. Besides’.he
had in consideration the point of honour, in beari8
the blessed person of a pacificator. He though?
likewise to make use of the envy that the Fren_Ch
king met with by occasion of this war of Britai™
in strengthening himself with new alliances; 3
namely, that of Ferdinando of Spain, with whom he
had ever a consent even in nature and customs ; &
likewise with Maximilian, who was particulaﬂ}’ m-
terested, So that in substance he promised himsé
money, honour, friends, and peace in the end- But
those things were too fine to be fortunate and 5%
ceed in all parts ; for that great affairs are commonly
too rough and stubborn to be wrought upon bY the
finex edges or points of wit. The king was 1ikeWi*
deceived in his two main grounds. For although he
had reason to conceive that the council of Franc
would be wary to put the king into a war agﬂi“st
the heir apparent of France;; yet he did not consid®*
that Charles was not guided by any of the princiP®
of the blood or nobility, but by mean men, who
would make it their master-piece of credit &
favour, to give venturous counsels which no great OF
wise man durst or would. And for Maximilian ‘
was thought then a greater matter than he W83~
his unstable and necessitous courses being not thet
known, ‘

After consultation with the ambassadors, Wb°
brought him no other news than he expected befor”
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tho“gh he would not seem to know it till then, he
Pres,enﬂy summoned his parliament, and in open
Parliament propounded the cause of Britain to both

[
 Sovereign lord, hath commanded me to declare

“ 1 . .
‘ time to summon this his parliament ; which'1

€
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[
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<
“ Maketh at this present hot wa

€

: eth it straitly besieged, being the principal city, if

[{

¢ -
 Yome from subjects to their sovercigh

Ouses, by his chancellor Morton, archbishop of
an‘terbury, who spake to this effect.

< ing’

My lords and masters, the king's grace, our

Unto you the causes that have moved him at this

shall

90 in few words, craving pardon of his grace, and
you all, if I perform it not as I would.

’ “ His grace doth first of all let you know, that

) he retaineth in thankful memory the love .and
}oy‘ﬂty shewn to him by you, at your last meeting;

: In establishment of his royalty; freeing and dis-

‘ Charging of his partakers, and confiscation of his

traitors and yebelg; more than which could .not
in one action.

as he hath

his he taketh so well at your hands, :
nicate

:m‘ude it a resolution to himself, to ccfmmu. e
With 50 loving and well approved subjects, 10 2
" ffairg that are of public pature at home oF ab;'oacl.

“ Two therefore are the causes of your present
:assembﬁng‘: the one a foreign business, the other
Matter of government ab home.

“ The French king, as no doubt ye have heard,
r upon the Duke of

Yitain, Hig army is now before Nantz, and hold-

Dot in ceremony and pre—eminence, yet in strength
¢ .
and wealth, of that duchy. Ye may guess at his
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“ hopes, by his attempting of the hardest part of the
« war fitst. The cause of this war he knoweth best
“ He alledgeth the entertaining and guccouring °
“ the Duke of Orleans, aud some other French lords,
“ whom the king taketh for his enemies. Othel:s
“ divine of other matters. Both parts have, by t.hell“
“ ambassadors, divers times prayed the king’s fu ,S )
“ the French king aids or neutrality ; the B”tf"ms
“ aids simply ; for so their case requireth. The kings
“ as a Christian prince, and blessed son of the holy
‘ church, hath offered himself as a mediator 0 treat
“ of a peace between them. TheFrench king yieldeth‘
“ to treat, but will not stay the prosecution of ¢
“ war. 'The Britains that desire peace most hearke‘:;
“ to it least; not upon confidence or stiffnesss but
“ upon distrust of true m‘eaning, seeing the war go%
“ on. So as the king, after as much pains and care :
“ effect a peace as ever he took in any business *?
“ being able to remove the prosecution on the 0ne side
““nor the distrust on the other, caused by that 2
“ secution, hath let fall the treaty ; not repenting ?
““ it, but despairing of it now as not likely to succeet
“ "Therefore by this narrative you now undelﬁ’S"gfn
‘ the state of the question, whereupon the kin8
“ prayeth your advice; which is no other, but b
“ ther he shall enter into an auxiliary and defensiv®
“ war for the Britains against France ? .
“ And the better to open your understanding® "
“ this affair, the king hath commanded me to il
*“ somewhat to you from him, of the persons ¢hat 4°
“ intervene in this business ; and somewhat of the
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“ ;?Z;Z‘il;fnce dﬂlereof, as it hath relation to.th.is
« genem].’ an .somewhat of the example of 1t m
“ j“dgeme’ tmakmg “e.Verthele.ss no conclusion or
“ ceived : Off any point, Ul:lt.ll llls.gmce hath re-
« Firzt l}r althfu'l and politic ad.wces..
“is the » for the king our sovereign h.lmse¥f, wh.o
“ negg - }1]).““01})&1 person you are to eye 10 this busi-
“ t&nt,l 13 gl_race doth I?rofe'ss, that he truly a.nd con-
“ saith };1 esxfeth t? reign in peace. 'But ?us grace
“nor ¢ ke ‘W111 nex:cher buy peace with dishonour,
“ shall aﬂe' it up at interest of danger.to ensue; but
“to ch ink it a good change, if it 'Blease God
“ with ﬂgge the inward troubles and seditions where-
¢ e hath been hitherto exercised into an
¢ And for the other two
« Persons in this action, the Trench king and the
« thzt‘elof Britain, his grace doth declz.n'e unto you,
« frientlley be the men unto whom he is of all ot}lel‘
“ held s and i}llies most bounden : th(? one having
“« tYran:?er him his hafld of prOi;]ec;lO:; f,r::::: lfll;el
“ his har,ldthef other havmlg r(?ti::z:cl)ljerym;)f1 his king-
“ dom, S 0 helf.) for t‘le Y i hi n,;_
«y o that his affection towar them iu
« Ural person is upon cqual terms. And whereas
“ Zsl;i may have heard that his grace was enforced
. Uy out of Britain into France for doubts of be-
« }:}]lg betr ayed, his grace would not in a
“ at reflect upon the Duke of Britain in deface-
« :Eent of his former benefits; for that he. is
“ fOroughly informed, that it Was but the practice
Some corrupt persons about him, during the

0 v
Dourable foreign war.

ny sort have
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« time of his sickness, altogether without his consent
¢ or privity. .

« But howsoever these things do interest M
« grace in this particular, yet he knoweth well thet
« the higher bond that tieth him to procure bY al
“ means the safety and welfare of his loving Subje"t?’
“ doth disinterest him of these obligations of Y atl-
“tude otherwise than thus; that if his grace b‘f’
“ forced to make a war, he do it without passion oF
“ ambition.

“ For the consequence of this action tOW""r.ds
“ this kingdom, it is much as the French kings }'
“ tention is. For if it be no more, but to rang® s
* subjects to reason, who bear themselves stout “?On
“ the strength of the Duke of Britain, it is noth"8
“tous. Butif it be in the French king's purpos®
“or if it should not be in his purpose, yet if it shall
“ follow all one, as if it were sought, that the Fren®
“ king shall make a province of Britain, and joi® i
“ to the crown of France ; then it is worthy the com”
“ sideration, how this may import England, 85 W°
“ in the increasement of the greatness of Frane®,
“ the addition of such a country, that stretcheth his
“boughs unto our seas, as in depriving this n&”
“ tion, and leaving it naked of so firm and 2ssU™®
“ confederates as the Britains have always bee™
“ For then it will come to pass, that whereas n‘f
“ long since this realm was mighty upon the cO“t'l'
“nent, first in territory, a