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. RICHARD RATHBUN.

The condition of the water in Lake of the
ods, in the summer, is something remfkéble'
far 8o large a sheet of water, and makes it
resemble more a small shallow mill pond. The

upper stratum of water becomes charged with
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however, is the case to any degree only in the
southern part of the lake, in the Big Trav-
erse, where the water is relatively shallow,
and where there are probably no strong cur=-
rents., This body must be regarded as to a
large extent stagnant, The greenness was
most intense, so far as we saw toward the
southern shore, but it reached pretty well
across to Garden Island, and about Garden
Island there was more or less of the green
stuff, No where through the lake where we
went was the water clear and colorless, but -
we could not stop to examine its gharacter.
As it was thrown up by the prow of our steam-
er, as we passed up from Carden Island to Rat
Portage, it had a slightly yellowish appear=
ance (light yellowish olive). In the Big
Traverse it was green, very green, especially

in the southern part.

These algae seem distributed through the
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water as deep as we could see, but further-
more they formed a green scum-on the surface
everywhere, in irregular patches of all sizes
from very small up to the size of our steamer
and bigger, We passed through them all the
way from Ricklefs place to Asmus's at LOng
Point, and along the line across the Big
Traverse but as we approached the northern
gside of the Traverse, the intensity became
much less,

Prof.Macmillan, of the University of Minn-
esota, who has been camped on Garden Island
all swmer studying the botany of the region,
has 2l so made a study of this subject, and
proposes to publish upon it. He says that
the material consists of a mixture of uni=-
cellular and filamentons algae. There is
considerable blue green algae belonging in
the group of Nostoi and in the genus 0Oscella=

ria. Also of the bright green algae there
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is considerable Ulothrix. The prinecipal
forms appear to belong to Nostbe and Ulothrix
but he has had no means for mieroscopical
examination with him, and cannot say posi=
tively what they are until he has examined
them in the laboratory. The spores rest
upon the bottom during the colder part of the
year, The sarfaee appearances began hetween
July 2 end 10 this year,. How long they may
eontinue he could not say. A fisherman told
us that they went with the first frost and he
gave the date, which will be found in one of
the interviews. Prof.Memillan says that
they occupy a belt of water at the surface
about 8 or 10 feet thick. We had no means
of determining. The water was rendered
opaque by them, The green stuff could be
seen all through, and the crest of water
thrown up by the prow of our boat and of the

barge towed alongside was intensely green, a
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beautiful bright color, One man said he
had used the substance for making a green
paint. The patches on the surface are dense
and very bright, and very numerous, They
succeed one another in close succession, and
may be more or less touching. I imagine
that their size and distribution may be more
or less influenced by the wind and waves, the
latter tending to break them up in regular
sized patches. I sappose gl so that a heavy
sea and wind would tend to dissipate them
from the surface temporarily, but I had no
chance of observing that.

The impression one has with regard to this
rich growth of algee is that it must form the
basis for rich food for fishes. The Rig
Traverse would seem to constitute a nursery
for suech speci es as prefer this character of
water, and there is mach other vegetation

around the sides of the lse, such as the
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pickerel and pike might like to breed in.
This is noticeably so in the bay inside of
the point at the mouth of Rainy River,. The
game features occur inside of the islands at

Ricklefs, in the neighborhood of Windy Point

at the mouth of Grassy River and Var Road
River, and, in fact, at numerous places all
about the lake. One would expect to find

a rich fauna here, and it undoubtedly emists.
Woolman's seining was not continued long
enough to bring out all the fishes. Cray-
fishes are very sbundant, and form a large
part of the food of the sturgeon. We took
several very gmnall bivalves, and at least two
species of snails from aturgeoh stomachs, and
I also saw the broken valves of Unios on the
shore, A thorough natural history sarvey of

the lake would undoubtedly repay the labor.

I could not get track of any papers bear-
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ing upon the Lake of the Woods than I was
already acquainted with.
U.S.Engineers Report of Boundary Survey.
Lawson's Geology.

Possibly themine reports of the Canadian

Government .

., O
I“":' The Buffalo Fish Company tek es some fish
74 from the Lake of the Woods. The gill net-
ters, Bilodeau and Giguere, of Norman, sell
their fish to that company. The American
oénm at Rat Portage, G.C,Frisbie, says that

today (Aug.10), that firm shipped 9,200 1bs.

&-‘amhiteﬂah, pickerel and jackfish to that

company, They filled 72 boxes and were
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the pounds ;except Huggins, those of the Balti-
more Packing Company on the mainl and near
hrd.n Island and some of those sbout Oak

Island.

Huggins pounds on Skiff Island number only
~ two. Rieklefs & Co,, have 6 and Budreesu has

6, making only 14 in all in Caneda waters,

In American waters we have the following

- beginning at the mouth of Reiny River:

‘Sandusky Fish Co. 1 string 3
 Baltimore Packing Co., 1 * 2
Sendusky _ g 3
- R 3

- T 5

R 3

4 " (Each 2) 8

> 9 2

" 2

7 * (Each 2) 14

2 " (Each 3) 6

+ S 2

S 2

e 1

... 7

3 °* 7

il © % 7

L g 10

i P P
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Number forward, 96

Garden or Cornfield Id.

- Balto.Packing Co., 5 strings i
Mainland near by, same

0Oak Island,Sandusky
- Fish Co. Island and
Mainlend, L " 30

Tetal Ameriean pounds.:........ 146

A T R

-

el poumde in Lake........... 160



WILLIAM ZIPPEL, 7ZIPPEL'S HARBOR,MINNESOTA.
LAXE OF THE WOODS.

INTRRVIEWED BY

Wil WAKEFHAM AND RICHARD RATHRBUN.

(Mr,2ippel was the pioneer pound=-net fisgh-
ermen on the leke of the Woods. He has lo-
cated there in the place where we sew him,
and desires to remuin there permanently, Ex=-

pects to purchase a homestead when the land

is opened for sale, It is to his interest,

&8 he stated, to have the fisheries main-

W protected).

P ﬂn the canadim uide 3 years and 8
el '

. his present 1outian. ' He oomenua

% %ﬁ lesd T inch es

re in 1586 and ﬂahﬂl duriu t.ho

s Tihat wes all ‘hat way
ouph the ice with gill nets




part of the figh to Rat Portage and part was
teamed to the Creat Northern Railioad in
Minnesota,. This was the first fishing done
on the Leke of the Woods by a white man.

He began to put in pound nets in 1887 in
the last part of August. Fished 2 nets that
fall. That was the first sturgeon he got to
gspeak of, but caught once in a while one
before that in the gill nets. His fish went
to Rat Rortaze at that time. lie was in com=
panf with D.F.Reid then., In August 18387,
the first pound net was set by Mr,Zippel on
the east sids of the ecreek at his present
rlacse. Had 2 pots in a string. The lead=-
ers were from 50 to 60 rods long. The first
pot was 4=inch mesh (ext,)end the hearts the
same, and the lead 7 inches. The pot was
24 feet sguare.  That wae all that was
fished in 1887,

~ In 1888 Mr,Zippel set the same number of



pots as in the fall of 1887 and fished them
the whole season from the timo{ the ice was
out until it made apgain, Mr,D,P.Reid set
in 1888 on CGarden Isliand, but only fished
from 2 to 2 1=2 months in the fall. He had
2 pounds in a string on Garden Island, Mo
one elge fiehed in 1883, I did not keep
up the winter fishing in the winter of 1857-
88 and have done no winter fishing since
- 1886-87,

~ In 1859 he had 2 nets just the same as

before, md Mr,Reid had 6 on Garden Island.
In 1889 he fished in the spring about 2
‘months and in the fall about 2 monihs. In
qmmre' Packing Co. from Minneap=-

"a share of Reid, 8o that it

Packing Company and Reid
1it the Reid Fish



~ In 1590 thare was the Reid Pish “ompany,

who, I understood had 12 nets, all on Garden

Teland, I fished 2 nets and my brother=in-

law, W,V ,M.0ibson, had one net about half

emile west of Zippel MYarbor, Yo ona o¢lse
~ fished that pear,

~In 1891 I fished 2 nets apain. lir,Gihson

fished 2. As I understend it the Paltimore

Packing Company bought Reid out entirely in

”‘*”* 1891, and they fished more them 12 nets.

. Their nets were partly around Garden Island
and partly on the sowth shore near where

w. They had 8 nets on the south

| , and T do not know how many they had on
- (This year the Baltimore

ny 18 not fishing these nets

" e LT SRR



Company fished on Garden Island amd sbout 5
miles west from Long Point on the south shore,
They had 4 nete in to the west of Cormorant

F Rock on the south shore. They fished only
about 2 months that year in the fall at that

placé. ' Asmus began fishing at Long Point

b~ 4in the fall and fished 2 nets. - li.Fenske
fighed on the shore of the lake just to the
west of the mouth of Rainy River. He had

'* ‘6 nes. lle fished in the spring and fall.

0le Johnson & Co., fished at Bostedu's place.

They fished 8 nets in the spring and fall, \
-’-m no one else fishing that year.
-2 In'A893 ur,Zippel had 4 nets, the sane 2

the old string and 2 single nets further
-- mile apart and half & mile from

N

Penske had 10 nets at the mouth

ny River. He had 4 strings and
d 3 nets on and some 2. He




10 nets in the location of Bostedt's place,
probebly in 5 strings. Mr,Zippel's nets
were next in order. The next to the west
was Asmus, with 4 nets. No one else fished
along the south shore to the west, At Gar=-
den Islend the Reid Fish Company was fi shing.

In 1892 H.Fenske began fishing on Oak
Island, and he sold out to the Sandisky Fisgh
Company in 1893, The Sandusky Fish Company
bought out H,Fenske on Oak Island and Fenske
and Brydges at the mouth of the River in
1893, and began fishing in 1894, In the
winter of 1893-4 Bostedt bought out Ole
Johmson.

Mr.Zippel fishes 8 nets now.

They have fished a very few gill nets in
the south part of the lake, b®t not enough
to amount to anything. I tried them for
sturgeon once but did not catch anything. Had

2 nets with 10 and ll-inch mesh.



Between here and Carden Island you will
not find any water over 35 feet deep. The
bottom is moetly of mud and clay, and in some
Places sand and gravel, On the gouth side
the shores are most all sand.

Never fished fyke nets here. One year 2
men fished a fyke net here in the winter,but
it did not amount to anything. They caught
bull-heads and lawyers.

Has never fished with seines. Two men
start ed in with a seine the spring of 1892,
but did not make a success of it.

We ere fishing now with hook and lime just
to cateh fish for eating. We caught 2
sturgeon yesterday. There has been no com=-
mereial fishing with hook and line. The
most of the hook end line fishing has been dme
at Asmus' place. They used baited hooks.

The leaders of the pounds run pretty close

to the shore, generally in 5 feet of water,




May 20 is the earliest they put in pound nets.
They keep them in @ntil about July 15, then
take them out, and set them again about
August 20, and keep them in until it freezes
up, about November 5, I have fighed during
the sammer, but it doee not pay on account of
the nets rotting so quiekly, but can catoh
the figh all right, But the eaviar is not
good, and it will not pay to fish unless you
can get the caviar,

Yhen I first put the nets in in the
spring, get yellow pike, wvhitefish, jaekfish,
snd 211 other kinds of scale fish which oseur
here. The sturgeon are the most plentiful
during the month of June. The best month
in the fall for sturgeon is in September.
get the mpst whitefish in the fall in Octo=
ber. When the cold weather comes the fish
leave the shore. He hae fished until Novem=

ber 15, but the fish leave the shore when the



water gets cold,

Hav e no herring here. Have the gommon

whitefish end the tullibes.

Get a very few

tullibee. Used to catech themn on the Canada

gside and they were plentiful

about 12 miles

south of Rat Portage. cet the yellow pike,

Get no saugers. Do not get
por;zh; perhaps not over half
year, No cat fishes. Get
heads. Plenty of sturgeon.

fisgh, No sheepshead. Get

many yellow

@ dozen in a

a few bull=-
Get no sun=-

the lawyer,which

are quite ecommon. The jackfish are quite

comnon, Never got any maskinonge, but they

occur here and south of here,

and get them

on the Caneda side. Catches about a half

dozen or a dogzen lake trout every year. The

largest one he has cesught weighed 17 lbs,,and

they run from 4 1lbs. up. They are in good

econdition, We always eat them ourselves; do

not ship them. get suckers, but do not
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catech such a great many in the nets. Get
Plenty of buffalo. The moon-eye are quite
comnon.

Has had leaders as long as 75 rods. Now
they average about 55 or 60 rods. He uses
both long and short tunnel, but likes the
short tunnel the better so far. The sigze of
the mesh in the leaders now is 7 inech, and
it was the same in the bheginning, but one
year he had € inch. It makes mo difference
ebout the sizc of the leader. In the tumnel
he uses 3 and 4-ineh mesh, and 4-inech in the
heart. In the eridb uses some 3-ineh and
some 4-ineh. The last he bought, however,
was 4-inch, as he wants to do away with the
S-inch, They will shrink quite a little in
tarring, and in 2 seasons a 4-inch mesh will
be 3«inch. The fish will gill in & 4~inch
mesh, The first year 1 commenced I had

snall twine, 1& thread cotton, in the erid,
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and they gilled very badly, smd then I got

21 thread, 3 1-2-inch, and they did not g1l
s0 badly, and then I got 3-inch and they did
not gill at all, and wvhat we did not want

we could let go. With 3-inch mesh he gets a
thicker twine, and they will not gill so much
Through a 3-inch mesh a 1-2 1b. whitefish
will go, but a 1 1-2 1b. fish will not.

The young wnit efish becamne abundant the
latter part of June arnd the first part of
July and they will be from 1-2 inch up to 2
end 5 inches. They all run through the
nets. We get very few 8 and 10 inches, but
get a great many of the very young ones.

They do not catch the small whitefish until
they get up to 2 1-2 and 3 1lbs. Perheps in
2 ton of whitefish would not have half a
dozen figh that would weigh under 2 lbes. In
the spring get more small ones than they do

in the fall. That is the latter part of
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June and July. They can throw those small
ones out alive without any trouble. They
throw the mmall whit efish and amall sturgeon
away. If aman is careful he can throw
them out all right. It is a 8in to kill the
small fish if you can help it.

The proper size of mesh in a pot should be
not l.l; than 4 inches, and he thinks he will
get 4 l-2-ingh. I shall perhaps buy 5-ingh
mesh and have thicker twine. If it 18 thin
twine, and a sturgeon gets his bill in it, he
is liable to go right through. The proper
size of whitefish for market should not be
less then 2 or 2 1-2 lbs., and the yellow
pike the gume. That is dressed for the
whitefish and round for the pike. Their
whitefisch are all shipped dressed, and the
pike also this year. I sell to the Reid
Pish Company. The Sandusky Company take a

great deal of whitefish round. The eastern
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market ealls for round fish, but the western
market wante them dressed.

The figh are getting searcer. Whem I
have 2 or 3 pounds set in a string the inner
cne generally riaha_s best in the spring, and
in the fall the ou;.lide ones fish the best.
But get the sturgeon better in the imer
ones.

There is a sort of stuff in the water that
roks the nets. It is not the green stuff
but the red stuff. The middle part of the
net rots the n\r-t. It stmply becames rot-
ten and you do not know it until you take it
out, as you sannot tell by the looks of it.
I generally fish 2 pound out in one year's
fishing, spring and fall. If I use it the
next year it is simply on the ends. I have
fished the same pounds on Green Bay,Wis., as

long as 9 seasons. I have used up nets

enough here te¢ buy 2 good farm. I was going
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to try galvenized wire for a leader, but it
costs too ruch. I do not think it would be
much of a success because the slime gets sc
thigk it would eatch in it and make a regular
well, and if the lead gets so full end dirty
the fish will not lead.

Por working 8 pounds I had 9 men this
spring. I+ would take just about as many
for 6 pounds. If they would all fish only
2 or 3 pounds a piece they could make it pay.
I never would put in more than 3 or 4, but
others came driving around me so that I have
to have more. nets and put them in for my pro=-
teection. But if the nets were further apart
and fewer of them they would do better fish-
ing.

The sturgeon are not helf as gbundant as
they used to be. They begun to get 8o scaroe
hit year and this year. Refore that they

kept up pretty well. The sturgeon run &s
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high sometimes ac 200 lbs. round. We had
them weighing that much. A sturgeon weigh-
ing that mueh would be 5 1-2 or 6 feet long.
The average weight of our gatch would be
about 30 lbs. apiece, but this year they run
smaller,. That is dressed meat, This is
the first year I have noticed the decrease in
the size, I do not think they will go any
more than 20 or 22 lbs. this year. In the
spring it takes about 12 sturgeon to a keg of
150 1lbs, of caviar. In the fall it takes
about 16 sturgeon to a keg. In the gring
get all No.l eaviar, and in the fall it ie
No. 1. In the sammer get hardly eny, and it
would be No.2 and 3. The difference between
¥o. 1 and No. 2 is in the size of the eggs.

The sturgeon spawn from sbout the 10th of
June to the 10th of July. The ecaviar eges
are very nearly ripe sometimes. If you

cat ch them from June 20th to 25th they will
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be nearly ripe. The spawn fourd in them in
the fall lasis ihrough the winter and grows.
Some ol the caviar eggs are black &ad some
grey. Wnen the egges are ripe and running
they @&e about the same color, Pind them
with yellow eggs in them, but they are not
ripe. Yhen a8 sturgeon 1is véry fat it mekes
the egegs yellow. In the spring just ebout
half the sturgeon have the caviar. Get the
males and femmles together. They are all
mixed up. In June get the most females and
the moet melés in the fall, but early in the
spring get them all mixed together. They go
pretty close in shore here to spawn, and they
go up the rivers also. Rainy River is the
only river I know of where they go up. No
one but the Indians fishes up Rainy River.

Ae I underdtand it, one man went up there ic
get caviar but did nol make a Buccess or it.

Along the south shore generally get the stur-
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geon & lititle later than at the mouth of the
River. The stwrgeon run up the river just
a8 soon &8 the ice is out. The first of May
they commence Tumning up the river, ad they
come baeck about in June or July. He gets
hie sturgeon later than they do at the mouth
of the river. They are moving fraom the east
to the west along ithe shors, Thet is in
Jane. In the fall ceannot tell anything about
it. They do not oecur around the War Roed
River that he knows of. They spawn mostly
on soft gravelly bottom. They spawn in
depthe of from 4 to 10 feet on this shore
here. Never saw eggs lying on the shore.
Lawyers will eat the sturgeon eggs and stur-
geon will suck up their own spawn. Does not
think suckere eat the sturgeon spawm, but
some kinds of sickers may. In opening the
stomach of sturgeon has seen ihe eges in the

stomachs« gan take caviar from about a 15 to
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20 1lb. sturgeon, which is the smallest.

They are about 4 feet long. They do not
come to maturity until they are about 4 feet
long. They will sometimes market sturgeon
as small ae 3 feet round, but do not want
them any snaller, I have seen sturgeon here
1 1-2 feet long. Sometimes get as many as
8 or 10 of theme small ones, in one pound
net, Never saw any real snall sturgeon,
however, or fry.

The vhitefish have not decreased as the
sturgeon have, but are just about the same as
ever,

The pike is sbout the same also, and have
not decreased. None of the gishes have de-
creaged except the sturgeon.

Get most of the whitefish vhen we set in
the first part of May, until the sturgeon
¢om@ in, and when the sturgeon came in they

drive the whitefish off. But will get white-
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fieh all the 2pring more or less. And then
sgain in the last part of September get them,
and get them until the last part of October.
They cormence to spawn about October 10, and
they wlll spawn in November some. They
apawn close in shore. Whitefish do not go
in schodls hers. I understand they come

in schools on 0ak Island, but never had them
in schools here, Do not go in bodies as
they do in Green Ray, Lake Michigan.

The yellow pike spawn in the sring amd
comnence in April and spawn through May.

The jackfish spawn the same time. The jack=
fish apawn olose in shore and at the mouth of
the Rainy* River in the shallow Places,

The fishermeﬁ do not put any offal into
the water. I think it spoils the fishing
ground to put offal back on it. Some have
a8 habit when they take out the nets, if some

fishes are gilled and é.ud, they throw them




into the water, but I teke them ashore.

Logs troublad us one year only. Have a
little trouble with the bark sometimss when
the water is high, but it does not amount to
mueh,

In order Lo preserve the sturgeon he
would make them fish less nets. If they put
in ahout 25 nets from the mouth of Rainy
River up to Long Point it would be enough.
A8 near as ha can figare there are 81 nets
now in this same eres.

He has always thrown the small sturgeon
overboard, A close seasson would do good.
Would have & close season from the first of
May to the firsi of August for the sturgeon
and an open season the rest of the year,

The pickerel end pike fishing does not pay
very well, They could eatch them in the
fall, Ry having the above eclose season they

would get more fish during the time they
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fished than they do now. By limiting the
number of neits and having a close season
would be sufficient regulations. The stur-
geon should not be ecaught out until after
they have spawned. Would not get so much
caviar of course in the spring.

The first & years I do not know about the
catch of caviar, but one spring we had 2 nets
in and took out 133 kegs of caviar, Two
years ago they averaged sbout 6 kegs to a
net, through the spring and fall. Two years
ego Fenske got about 150 kegs from 6 netas.
With the same number of nets fished epring
and fall you would get about 1-3 of your
eaviar in the fall and 2-3 in the ®ring, the
quality !.:eing the same in the fall that it is
in the spring.

Is sure the sturgeon are not half as abun-

dant now as formerly. with 16 nets now they

will not eateh ms many eturgeon as they eould



with 6 nets 3 or 4 years ago. Thinks they
are catching fewer siurgeon altogether than
they did 3 or 4 years ago. The caviar was
higher 5 years ago than it 1s at present, but
2 years ego it was low. Rut it is just the
 same as speculating in vheat--they corner the

. market. The caviar all goes to Germany.




H,P.ASMUS, SR, AND JR., LONG POINT, MINN,
LAKE OF THE WOODS.
INTERVIEWED BY
Wi, WAKELAM AND RICHARD RATHRUN,

AUGUST 7, 1894.

He has bsen living here 4 years. He be=-
gan fishing here the first of August 4 years
&g0. In 1890 hed 2 nets here, In 1891 had
4 in the epring and 5 in the fall. In 1892
they had 6 nets. In 1893 they had 6 neta,
and nov; thhey have 8 nets. The leaders &re
from 600 to 800 feet. The pot is 30 feet
gquare, with short tunnel. The mesh in the
lesders is 6 inches; in the heart 5 indies;
in the turnel 4 1-2 inches, and in the pot
4 1-2 inches. fhe first year we used 3-inch
meeh in the pot, 4 for the heart and 5 for

the leads. We used to have a great many

figh gill in the 4 1-2-inch mesh. The pike




gill less in a 4 1-2-inch mesh than they do
in & 3 1=2-inch mesh. They gave up the 3
1-2-inch mesh bascause the fish gilled in it
go much. (By pike he means wall-eyed pike).
They do not figh in the summer at all. Do
not put in & net until about Agust 25, and
keep it in until Qetobher 25, Has never
fighed in November, The ice comes on about
the first of ovember and they have to tske
the nets out,

In the fall they get sturgeon, pike,white-
fish and pickerel, (et about as many stur-
geon in the fall as in the spring, but they
do not at the mouth of Rainy River, They
have betier fishing for sturgeon in the fell
here than they do there. In the spring we
do not pget as pood Tishing ms at the mouth
of the River. We have better scale fishing
here in the spring. We begin rfishing in the

spring as soon as the iee lesves. This year



it was about Mey 15 or 20 and last year we
made the firet lift the first of June. Ve
keep the nets in generally until the first of
July, but thia year we took them out June 25,
Has never fished tluwough the summer, but
there are lots of fish here, as ve have tried
it with hooks,

The first thing in the spring we get pike,
mostly the first one or two lifts, then the
gturgeon ecome on and chase the scele fish
out, ¥hen they zet many sturgeon get very
few scale fish. They pull out a3 soon as
the sturgeon slack up, Do not eatch much of
any whitefish in the spring, principsally
sturgeon and pike. In the fall the main
fish is whitefiah and pike. The best part
of the fall is the first of Ootober, and from
then on until we stop. The best run of
whitefish is when they have to take up the

nets, just before it freezes up. They start



to spawn the latter part of October. Thinks
they spawn on the sand beaches.

Do not take eny herring hore, Get lots
of yellow perch up here, but do not take
many in the nets. Yhen we first ceme here
we had & 4¢~inch gill net, and would get it
full of perech. Yo catfishes here, Vo get
bull-hea&s. Ger a few in the pound nets.
No not fish any fyke nets. et a very fow
roock bhass, get the lawyers here and the
red horse and suckers and buffalo, The
buffalo are a common fish and they do not use
them at all. Vave not caught any meskinonge.
Got one lake trout last year, the first ocne ve
ever got, There are lots of moon eyes, but
we gannot use them, Get lots of tullibee.
They are 30 small they go through the mesh of
the pot, Never saw them over 4 inches long
here.

The fish do not mesh in the leaders now




with tne present size mesh, except oscasional-
ly a large pickerel. He prefers the 4 1-2
ineh mesh for ihe pot, end catches just as
many whitefieh. We have some 7-inch leads
and the small whitefish will go right through.
Ve will teke about 3 1b, whitefish, but no
smaller ones. The wiritefish here average
from 5 to 6 lbs. They eaught one as large

as 1l lbs. dressed; 15 1lbs., round.

The imer pots fish best in the spring for
gturgeson and the outside in the fall for wall-
ayed pike. The inside pot is the best for
whitefish both spring and fall. Has seen
whitefish here in November and just at night
they would be just as thiek as they could lay
on the water, That was about November 5 or
10, 21898. Ve had 2 or 3 days that there was
not & breath of wind and they came in to
spawn. It wes on the sand beach here to the

west. Thinks they spawn on these sand



beaches in shallow water,

Has scen the ice 2 inches thigk year &0
last winter, and last winter it was 36 inches

thick,

The water does not injure the pounds in
the spring and fall as much as it does now.
Thinks it is little red worms, It occurs
about helf way up in the leads and in the
pot, but it is not so much in the pot, and
has more troable with the lead and heart than
with the pot hecause the fish keep the pot
cleanm. Does not think the green stuff does
any particular harm, They beégin 10 see the
grean gtuff the latter part of June and it
is thickest about iLhe middle of August. As
quick as the frost comes on it settles down.
¥e have frost here about the latter part of
September. The frost seems to kill it and
it settles to the bottom.

We have fished rill nets in the winter,but



at no other time, I't was about in December
when we fighsd, We had out about 3,000
feet, Last winter we fished about to the
first of January and then it pgets too cold to
figh; We fished all through December, Had
5 1-2-inch mesh. We would get whitefish,
pike, pickerel and a few buffalo and suckers.
Would get no sturgecn, The figh are plenty
then under the ice. We catch a few to sell,
Only tried that one year, excepting the first
year we tried it for a week or two. The
firgt time they tried it in December also.
Thinks the water rots the linen nets so

guick is one reason that they do not use gill
nets here in the spring and summer, They
have one st.urgedn net out now with 10-inch
mesh, They had tham out one night last week
and caught 2 sturgeon, We simply ecateh them
to eat.

Thers was one seine used &t Garden Islend



4 years ago. Ve ueed to use one on the sand
bar here and used 1o catch lots of pike--1its
tle Green 2ay rpike as we called them. Ve
had 600 feet of seine and would go out sbout
1=4 of a mile, The mesh would be about 4
an€ £ inch; 4 in the bunt and 5 for the
wings; but it did not pay. ) Swede fished
one for & long while on Garden Island &and

he 4id pretty well, He caught 8 cr 9 stur=-
geon that spring end caight 700 pike with

it . The shore was too rocky for it. That
was in 1590.

Vo fyke nets have been used around here.
They tried one and it rotted in about 3 weekg
and it was terred also. The outer pltéce was
all right, but the pisce that set in the
water was all rotted out,

s have tried hook and line fishing and it

works very well, with the sturgeon hooks.

Ve set ther malong in a string. our neighbor



here fished this spring about 10,000 hooks,
They started te fizh sbout the first of June
and fished 2 weeks, and one party caight
1,500 1bs. and the other 2,000 1lbs. Their
boat was not large enough to run them well.
Ve hud Rocks out this sammer sbout the first
of July. Altogether they havs not bean used
very rmuch. We are ahout the only ones who
used them about hsre, We took sout 1,300
lbs, in 2 lifts of sturgeon on 1,800 hookas.
Thst was aboat the firgt of July this year,
There has been no decrease in the white=-
figh here, and lest year they had the nhest
fishing they ever had. The size keeps ahout
the same elso, Last fall we had the besti
arall fish fishing we have had here, and also
elturgeon fishing. This year it was noi so
gcod in the gpring bacause we had toc much
south wind, 7or fising here we want about

2 days of south wind and then several days of
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north wind. Do not notice that the sturgeon
are decreasing in the lzke, and has not heard
that they are decreasing. At the mouth of
the river ycu cannot tell much about it, for
there are morc nets being used. Now there
‘are 30 or 35 neis used theve. Thinks there
will be & decrease in time if they keep on
fiehing. Down home where they came from
there has been figshing for the last 30 or 40
vears; one year might be good and the next
year not 8o gooff, and so on. Thinks it is
& pood idea to protect them some way 80 as
not to csteh them all off at once, but does
not know hardly what to do.

The l1argest sturgeon they ever took
weighed 158 11;5. round ad 98 lhs, dressod,
and they took it last summer. It was about
6 or 7 feet long. The average size would be
abcut 35 lbs. dressecd. The smallest stur-

gson we merket, live weight, would be about
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6 to 8 1lbs., dressed, and about 3 or 3 1-2
feet long, rcund. Woald no* use anything
lmalior than that.

Get caviar in no smcller fish than 4 or
4 1i-2 feet. From & sturgeon 4 feet long
would get ebout 8 lbs, of caviar, cleaned.
Prom one weighing 30 lbs, would get about 10
dbs, of cavier. Tho ceviar will run up &s
high as 20 1lbs, %o a fish. t will everage
about 12 1bs, to a fish in the spring, but
not over 8 in the fall, Sturgcon spawn
about the middle of June. Thinks stuwrgeon
spawn some in the fall and some in the spring.
The most of them spawn in the &#ring. The
caviar they get in the fall, if it was left
in would stay there until the next spring,es
the water gets cold and it grows very slow,
The month of June is the main part of the
spawning . About the laetter part of June and

the first part of July you ean see the spawn
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is gone out of the sturgson. in the grige
sbout 1-2 of Lhe sturgeon heve saviar and in
the fall about l-~{ have caviar, ¥e do not
catoh many males in the epring. Will cateh
more females in the spring than males. In
the spring sometimes we pget quite 2 zood many
large females without gaviar, showing that
they are exply of Lthe spawn. They save the
sounds as well as caviar of the stuwgeon and
ary them,

Thinks Reiny River would be & nice plaoce
for a sturgeon hatghery, Thinks the)y ecould
get enough gjawm Ltnere for 2 hatchery,
Thinks at the mouth of the river the most of
the spawning is done. About <0 miles up
FEainy River to the Sault there are a great
many sturgeon go 4 in the wring 1o spam.

They have settled here with the intention

~ of lving here, They have nothing elee bat
 the flaheries to c@end upon. The old
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gentleman wes 50 yeers old when he came to
thig eountry, His home was near Hamburg,
and he was interested in the sturgeon fishery
there, It was & rreat fishery there. Has
caught sturgeon there where the hsad weighed
93 1bs,

Would not have any fishing in the 1lake
from June 20 to Sepiember 1, for sturgeon.
About June 25 the eaviar is ready to drop and
they get most of their caviar then. But let
them fish all the hooks they please during
thet seascn. In the sturgeon we have taken
with hookxs have hzd only 3 or 4 with ceviar,
They have probably eaught on hocks here 300
to 400 sturgeon,

The old gantleman thinks companies along
the shore fish Loo meny nets each. The y
ought to be & certain distance apart and not
too ¢lose together. Une of the sons of Mr,

Asmus will put in a couple of pound nets this



the pound nets nearer together than a mile.
inks there should ce & law that will help

; fishermen 'ls well as the fish.



CTARLES W, SEARLES ---- JOHI MelIWIYRE.
SANDUSKY FISH COMPANY.

MOUTH OF RAINY RIVER, LAKE OF THE WOODS.
INTERVIEWED RBY

Wi, WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHEUN,
AUGUST 6, 1894,

(Mr,Searles is in charge of the nets of
the Sandusky Fish Company at this point, ard
is the chief man here in the absence of
Peter Ditechy. He is from Sandusky and is
an experienced Iake Erie fisherman. las
been here only this season. Mr.MecIntyre,
one of the fishermen, has been here now two

years),

There are just a few herring in the lake,
and they call them tullibees here. They
are a fish about 6 or 7 inches long, the
largest being not over 8 inches. Last year

there were quite a lot of them, They are



white and about 2 1-2 inches wide. They
never maeke any use of them.

The whitefish here are a darker colored
fish and not as long in proportion as the
Lake Erie whitefish. They are more of a
pumpkin seed shape. They are not as good
as Lake Erie whitefish.

They have lots of yellow pike. Never
saw any blue pike here.

There are no saugers here. There are &
f_ew vellow pereh. No black bass here. Ilio
eatfishes. No white bass. There are a
few rock bass. There is a black sunfish
here. They are the same shape a8 ihe com=
.mon sunfish only they are darker. On lLake
Erie they call them the black sun fish. Ne
sheepshead here. There are plenty of law-
yers. In the fall get lots of them in the
pound riatl, end they eare very fat. Do

nothing with theap, however. Get qu‘!.to &



good many jackfish in the pound nets. et
a very few maskinongs. They caught 2 at
Oak Island this year,

I caught 2 lake trout last fall at Keiley's
Island, Lake Erie¢, and that is the first 2
he has caught there in years, One weighed
about & lbs. and the other 2 1-2 lbs. The
larger one was taken on Gull I@land Reef and
the other in West Pay in the pounds.

German carp will root up the food of all
the other fishes. There are none here, mnd
should not be any, becauise they are good for
nothing.

There are suckers and mullet here. 1he

suckers are quite common; as much so as they
are in lake Frie.

There are red horse here, and lots of bdbuf-
falo. There are mlso sturgeon--noscd sue=
kers--with a sturreon's head and sucker's

body.




Get the golden eye here,

'Dicl not have many whitefish here last
spring and suppose the fall is the best run.
The forepart of October is the besti iun, but
get more or less of them until wm close up.
Detobher 28 is the latest Mr.McIntyre has
ever fished here, Ve were catching a feyw
whiteffsh vher we were pulling cur twine out
this spring. We commenced to set the nets
about May 12, end had them all set but one
by June 10. We were all through pulling
out nets by July 4. They fished 20 nets
at Oak Island and drove, set and pulled them
in a month. We made the second last ship-
ment June 24. They (Oak Island) were done
pulling by the last of June. Pulled the
last net the last day of June. We will
commence to set about the last week in this
month, providing it keeps cool, but ifr it

keeps hot we will not commenoce quite so soon.



In 18393 they Tfished until about July 10,
Then the water gets warm and the fish hegin
to decrease, out canes the twine, The fish
deteriorate and it does not pay to handle
the poundes in wearm weather.

Thinke there would be no pound netes in
this lgke if it were not fr the sturgeon.

The whitefish run a very large size.
The average would be about 3 1-2 1lbs. Ve
weighed 100 last year and they averaged 5
1=%Z lbs, a2 plece. They will run as large
28 8 or 9 lbs., wmometimes. Get a few small
ones, about 1 1-2 1lbs, cannot use anything
less than 2 1-2 lbs, round. Generally
throw the littl e ones bask into the water.
Do not consider fish welghing less then 2
1-2 ibs. fdt for market, The first few
shipments in the spring we do not gut and
zill, but afterwards we gat end gill both

 whitefish and pickerel.(yellow pike).



The pound neis figh best when the wind
is blowing on the shore. All fishing is
better then. ¥

Do not get meny sturgeon at first (Barly
in the spring).

The whictelish cccur in schools the same
as in Leke Erie, crnly they get a few all the
time. They are as abundent here, if not
more g0, than in Lake Erie. Ve had &
pPrewiy iarge run of whitefish in Lake Erie
O or 8 years ago, and then they dropped off,
and about 14 or LU years ago therec was &
large run and they dropped off. Seems to
be about every 7 or & years there caomes a
pretiy good run. You take the fish and put
them in the same nwiber of pounds that were
fished 15 or 18 years ago, aid there wuld
be just as many [ ish csught, only it takes

more twine Lo cetch them now, They caught

more fish off Dunkirk 4 years ago than ithey



ever did before. They fish there entirely
with gill nets, and caught the most of the
whitefish close inshore, Not over 2 miles
out, in about 120 feet.

The reefs about here are probebly the
places where whit gfish spawn, and there are

reefs all over the lake. They spawn here

very late according to all accounts. It is
after the fishing season is over. Vever
remeanher of catching any with spawn, (In

1893 only caught a very few spawning fish
on lake Erie). gee young whitefish around
here sbout 8 or 10 inches long. They catch
then up the shore here about 7 miles on
rocky botitom in the pound nets. Wevar saw
any very =@mall ones.

The yellow pickerel are here the yaer
around. cet the best run first in the

spring, md get them lasti in the fall also;

and eatch more or less of them all the time



the nets are in . They ranpge a pretty fair
size. Cannot say that they run any larger
than they did in Lake Erie. The common run
here will average larger than they will at
the upper end, but there are no aich large
individual specimes here as there are up
there. Got more pike here this year than
whitef ish. nut last year the whitefish
were more abundant. The yellow pike seem
to man ahout even and do not sehool the way
the ﬁhiteﬁ‘ish do, and are & more steady
traveler, Never saw any with ripe sgpawn

in the spring. They mey spawn before they
et here. They find some wigh the spawn

in them after they begin fishing, but never
sew any with ripe spawn, end it is possible
the bulk of the spawning may be done before
the fishing begins. In lLake Erie they be-
¢in to spawn in the early spring, late in

March, and spawn from then into April.



April 15 wes the height of the spawning
season in Sendaeky "ay this year. In San-
dﬁsky they spawn mostly at the head of the
bay on the reefs from Cull Island in Lske
Erie, snd they spawn around ¥elley's Island
Caught them during the spavning season én
hard bottom and mud dottam both. At Eagle
Island Reef it is sandy bottom (Lake Erie).

They have all characters of bottom here
where the fish can spawm, They drive
stakes sonetimes on eoft bottams 7 or & feet
down.

Sturgeon are still abundant in the lake.
Noes not se¢ wich diflerence in thdr
nambers, "hen the wind is off shore the
figh ere weo off-ghore, The silurgecn oe-
eur 'u.'l. along the shores of the lske, as far
‘_ubhﬂo of, Has seen sturgeon Jusp
811 the way from here %0 Rat Portage, Does

 mot believe sturgeon frequent very de wa-
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Ters. The sturgeon spawn in lake Erie in
May, end they spawn at the same time here,
The first spawn sturgeon I ever saw in my
life was here. That was the first of June
this yeer. Thinks they spawn here in May
end early in June. They spawn here all the
year, You will not find ripe spawn here in

the fall, and they teke the caviar before

the epcs are ripe, A fish that has spawn

good for caviar in the fall will sawn in

| the g'ring.
?'- I think sturgeon spawn only once in 2

years=-hystander.

I think they spawn twigpe in one year =<

MeIntyre.

I R 1

When the sturcoon spawn is ripe it is a
dark color, They can make caviar from the
ripe spawn when it is runn ing from the fish.

Thinks 40 make rood cavisr the spawn should

be nearly ripe--bystender. This company
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got ¥No,l gaviar during all the time they
fished this smwing. BRegin to get the 1o,2
caviar the first part of July and until the
first of September, and then get io,l1 caviar
again. It is all No.2 during the summer.

Get no No.2 in the spring or late in the
fall. In the lower part of Lake Erie they
spawn where there are big boulders mixed in,
but more frequently on the fine gravel.

Can get caviar from fish measuring 4 fect
long, Cannot geét it from fish measuring
3 1-2 feet.

In Lake Erie they do not take them from a
whole sturgeon unless they are 4 feel long.
And it is about the same here. They do not
intend to take any unlese they will dress
about 20 lbs. Sometimes we catch lots of
gmall sturgeon from 2 feet up. Has seen
them here as small as 8 inches. Then they

are all backbone end side fins and look
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like a corncob. Along the last of the
fishing we get quite a lot of them. The
females come f'irst and the males come on
after the run falls off, In the last 4 or
5 1ifts they mede they caught more male
figh than they did all the rest of the spring
The last few runs of herring on Lake Eris
after the first run, will be all males. I
have seen them caught where ihere wuld not
be half z ton of males out of a boat load.
The females were zlways in excess of the
males, end would be a few males mixed in.

our last run of herring in Lake Erie
would be 21l umles. In the first catch of
the herring early in the fall get quite a
good many males. The above relates to the
fall herring fishery on Lake Erie.

This spring while hauling @& seine in the
last of April inside of the fi eh house at

F the mouth of the Rainy River, they got jack-
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fish, buffalo, one vhitefigh, and yellow

pickerel.

Seth Oreen claims thet a sturpeon attains
its growth in 3 years.
| "~ Mr. McIntyre thinks the German carp are
driving the other fish away in Lake Erie.

¥r.Searles would rather have hogs than carp,

Mr . MeIntyre says thot in Cattaraupgus Creek
and the areeks off it the hlack hass used to
e be very abundant and the carp have heen run-

ning in there about 3 years and the bass are

N getting very scarce. If the carp are irane-
H ferred to clear water it will take the muddy
? taste out, and in Cermany they are in the

habit of doing that bhefore aating them.
There are nice large bull-heads in the
.l.cke here and they are teken with the hooks
" and lines, and. cec ssionally take them in the

pounds.
" Does not xnow of their fishing any gill
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nets in this part of the lake, They do not
use any fyke nete here. The Indians in the
fall put in a few pill nets to cateh fish
for their own use. They do no seine fish-
ing about here that he knows of. They

do not fish with hook and line for comner=
cial purposes, (I wruied & kook and line
here and eould not catch anything.--Mclntyre)

The frost rot out of the ground here
ahout the first of June this year,

They have but one kind of gsturgeon here.
Theae rock sturreon are simply yung stur-
geon, (They ret smaller egps from the salt
water sturpgeon end they are as black as tare
Anon. )

Their pound nets are 2ll in shallow wa-
ter. In one string they have 27 feét on
the outside. The lszke hag reised 3 feet
higher than it wes vhen they drove the twine

in the spring. It wgs just shout the same
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last year, and 2 yeare ago it waes higher yeot.
About the middle of June it berins to raise
and in the fall it goes back arzin.

There is no fishery carried on in the
Rainy River. A han cmme down shout a week
ago from Rainy lake and said that lake had
lowemed about 3 feer within a short time,
They get 27 feeuv of water about 300 rods
from shore and it is less than that nearer
shore, It goes out pgradsally for 300 rods
to 27 feet.

They have 5 vogs in one string. Have
50 rod leaders. Only have one string with
5 pots, and the rest are 3. They ro out
with 50 rod leadere, and start 15 or 20 rods
from dhore. The Company hae 10 strinsse of
twine, ene has 2 pounds in one string; and
at Asmus' Point there are 10 pots, 3 each in

3 strings md one by iteelf, Their pounds

 begin just west of the river and m as far
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a8 long Point, and in that distance the
first one has 3 pets in & string; the second
33 the third, 5; fourth, 5; fifth, 3; sixth,
2; seventh, 2; eighth, 3; ninth, 3; and
tenth, 1, The Reid Company have 18 pounds,
he thinﬁa in 8 strings.

The other persons fishing between the
mouth of the river and Long Point are: Ros=-
tedt, with 14 pounds; Charles Zipprel, 7, and
Win,Zippel, 8 pounds; Haas, with probably 6;
and Asmus, 9.

The first fishing here hegn 4 years ago.
Wm,Zippel is the oldest fisherman on the
lake, Yhen they came here 4 years ago
there was no one fishing hetween hare and
Zippel'e. Finskey was the firat man vwho
Fished nearwthe river with pound nets.

(Thinks Ziprel could give us any infor=-
"mation we want if you give him about 3 inch-

es of *ghittiwauboo" in a wash tub, and then
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if you see he is running down give him =n
odd psil full occasionally),
Thera is some kind of stuff that eats
their nots, It started about the middle of
June, and it rots the nets. I Brought up
some old twine from home that had a thick
coat of tar on mnd in shout 3 weeks it ate
the tar off clem. In 3 weeks time it will
est the tar about all off, Thinks it must
be an alkeli of come kind. It is not the
green stuff in the water, but a red animal
substence, It strikes the nets about half
way down ond at the sarface they ere not
injured much. The green slime 4oes not do
any harm, There seems to be a streak
thmuch the nets at a certein distance down
" thst is the worst, The net seems to be
*mu.. es the mesh looks perfestly sound,
but you ea teke hold of it uﬂ pdRL Btmess.
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all vhen the water gets very cold. It
comes with the warm water and poed with it.
Zippel will not set in the fall at all with-
out he knows the slime is gone. Does not
gee any of it in the river.

The Indians sot a few pgill nets in the
edre of the river near the mouth.

The land here has not been opened up for
gettlerient , although they understand it has
been purchased of the Indians,

In the pound n2ts they take sturgeon,
whitefi sh, wall-eyed pike and jackfish.

Onse in = grea%t while they ship some bhuffalo
£ish in order to msake out a carload. They
generally throw the jackfish overboard,

They are a bad fish to ship as they ret soft
very soon. They pet very few yellow perch.
Tast spring he tried to get a mess of them
to eet, hut eould not get enough for a2 mess.

" The perch that thay get here are nice
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large ones, but there are very few of them.
The bull-heads are fat and large also,

They get a few lawyers. The buffalo is the
comnonest of the waste fiah. The suckers
are a waste fish. They get a few moon eyes.
The tullibee are very rare, Got some the
last of June.

Their pots are 30 feet square. The
length of the leader is 50 rods. They use
a long tumnel, Use 3 1-2~inch mesh in the
pot. In the tunnel the mesh was 5 inches
when it was new, In the hearts they use
5, and 6-inch mesh, In the leaders they
use 6, 7 and 8~inch mesh. Thinke all fish
lead into the pounds. Sometimes 1 suppose
they work through the leaders, and through
the hearts &lso. Would rather have his
leaders, tunnels and hearts large enough 8o
they ean get through if they want to than to

have them gill. Very few gill in the crib
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when they lift it. The moon-eyes are the
worst fish to gill. The jackfish are too
large as & rule to gll, but they will get
fast by the teeth sometimes, Yitha 3 1-2-
inch mesh a whitefigh weighing 1 1lb, would
g0 through all right, They do not market
those small whitefish. If the pot was
larger there would be more fish gill in it.
Thinke if they enlarge the size of the mesh
in the pots too much, too many fish would
gill. If anything, it would be better to
have a finer mesh pot so the fish could not
gill. They can throw out the small white-
fish without injuring them mich if the are
gareful about hendling them, He gives his
men orders to be careful about handling
them.

Sometimes the ineide pots fish the best
and sometimes the éutside ones, ascording to

the wind md according to how the fish rum,
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but as a generaly thing the inside pots are
the best in the sgpring, but later in the sea-
son the outeslde ones are the best, General.
ly the inside pot is the best for sturgeon
in the first part of the season. Thinks
the reason they do not put the striggs out
any further is that they have formed a com-
bine not to put them out any further,

Thinks the gill-net fish are not fit te
eat. He has seen gill-net fish that when
you cut them open the meat was so soft it
would follow a sharp knife right along.
There are & pile of gill nets lost every
year md they are floating around in the
leke. That is Lake Erie. One trouble
with the herring fishery on Lake Erie, every
fall for the last 4 years, every time the
fall run cames on there is a bdig gale of
vind, end out goes their twine.

Rafting does no particular dsmsge to their

pound nets here.




MR. CHARLES ILOISEAU,
MOUTH OF RAINY RIVER, MINNESOTA.
LAYE OF THE WOODS.
INTERVIEWED Y

Wi, WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHEUN.
AUGUST 6,1894.

(Mr.Loiseau was the principal man of the
Baltimore Packing Co. at the mouth of Rainy
River at the time of our visit. He does not
speak with any authority for the Company).

~ He has been here three summers. Ceame
here from Wisconsin, He has been here ever
since the fishery was started at the Point.
Retween here and Long Point there were hut
few pound nets whem he came here. Ziprel
used to have his pound nets sbout 9 miles
from here, right in front of his place on
this side of long Point.
Yo tried to fish 5 €ill nets one summer
s but eoull do nothing. The fish do not
'&1?&"31‘11. We did not leave them in
- @ few nights. Fyke nete have never



basn used about hers. Wa tried a seine
once, but got nothing at all. They did
some hook and line fishing at long Point,
but not to amount to much.

They are now fishing pound nets betwosn
here and long Point. There are none
betwaen long Point and War Road River, but
betwaen the latter and the Canadian boundary
there may bs soms. Their Company (Palti-
more Packing Co.) fishes those from Jardon
Island. They did fish bdbetwaan Asmus
(Long Point) and War Road River for about
a couple of months in the fall 2 years ago.
Thinks they had 6 nets in there and only
fished that ona fall. It was good fishing,
but the stakes would not hold on account oF
too much roek.

They fish here as soon as the ice goos
out. Do not fish in the summor. They

are laid up from about July 15 until ‘ug.l5,



and fish from then until about the first of
Nov. Last year we had ice about the 20th
of Yov. Cannot fish into Nov. because
they would not have time to get their stakes
out before the ice formed. The ice would
break the stakes. Thaey do not fish them
during the summer on account of hot weather
and the fish are not of much account, and

it would also rot their nets. Doas not

rot their nets in the spring or fall.

In the spring the first fish they gat
are pike, whitefish and plckerel or jack
fish. The sturgeon come in between June
1l and 10. The sturgson remain about 3
weeks at the longest in abundance. Would
get them through the sunmér if they fished
for them. In the fall they get a little
run of sturgeon about the first of Sept.,
and they last perhaps 15 or 20 days, and

then they get whitefish.



We had nets in one summer and ;pt a few

pike, pickerel and whitefish, The waste

fishes they get are the buffaloes, {-;uld. eye,
suckers, and lawyers, in the pounds. Only
caught one lake trout this spring, and they
are very rare,
They run their leaders from 44 to 72
rods long. When they run a string their
immer pot will be 16 or 18 feet deep and
the outer pot 24 feet, Their pots are 350
feet square, They use a short tunnel.
!I.‘h‘ meésh in the pots is & 1=-2, the heart 4,

and the leaders U incles. Loes notl know
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the size of the tunnel. All £fish will

' lead, but the amall fish will go through
. the leaders. They will lead all right,
' however. Hardly ever find the fish mesh-
ing in the leaders, except the jackfish
occasionally.

Yellow pike will mesh in the pot some-




times, but not very often, and that is only
when they 1lift the net, The i* inner pots
fish the best in the spring, and in the

fall there is not much diff'erence in them.
In the spring the inside is the best for
ell the fish they cetch. They fish best
with winds blowing on the shore, principally
north winds.

They have no trcuble with fish offal
here, They generally dump it back in the
mar gh, It would be bad for the fishing
if they put it bask in the leke, They
have no trouble with log rafting to amount
to anything. The first summer they were
here there was & boom broke up on the river
and the logs bothered them some. Have no
trouf:le with bhark herae.

There has been & big decreesse in the
sturgeon. They have decreased about 1/4
since he has been here. The eé.\:ue is from

.-' over fishing.



Supposes all the eggs are taken out of
the lake.
They get caviar in the spring and fall,

and could get it in the summer, but it is
not good then as it is too young. The
spring caviar is the best. It is the
best when it is thae ripest. The smallest
sturgeon they send to market would be
about 3 1/2 or 2 feet long (alivel. They
have taken them 7 feet long and weighing
150 1bs. The average size of the sturgeon
would be about 5 1/% feet. In the fall
they are shorter. Do not see many young
gturgeon. Might occasionally get a few.
Sturgeon occur all through the lake. Does
not know where they spawn, but has heard
them say they go up the river to spawn. I
went up the Rainy River this spring to Big

Porks, and saw any amount of sturgeon.




up there. I started from herae the 13th
of May.

There 1s not much differance in the
abundance of whitefish. The fishery does
not amount to so.-nch for whitefish as for
sturgeon. The whitefish average from 4
to 5 1bs. in weight. Do not get any very
emall ones. A 3 1/2 inch mesh will let
through quite a good sized whitefish. Do
not markey anything under a lb.dressed.
Will not get many much smaller thanm 1 1b.
dressed. In a 3 1/2 inch mesh a whitefish
weighing 3/4 1b. would go through all right.
In 2 4 inch mesh they would gill too muech.
Almost the bipggest whitefish will gill in
8 4 inch mash. The jackfish gill the
worst, and they pget caupght by the taeeth.
The whitefish move in schools. The stur-

geon must come in schools the way they get




them, as they get them by Jerks, get a
big run, and then they ars scattered, and
then get another big run, and whitefish
the samo way. Does not know where the
whitefish spawn. Thinks they go among
the islands to spawn.

There has been no differance in the
abundance of yellow pickerel. They spawn
in the spring long befors we pet them, ns
800n as the river opens up, which is about
2 weeks beforas the lake opens up. They
g0 in the marshes and grnesy places to
spawn, and the jackfish will do the smme.

They do not do any fishing in Rainy
River. The whitefish run up the river.
They tried to fish up in Rainy Laoke this
spring, but did not get anything. VWare
fishing for sturgeon with trap nets. The

trap net 1is similar to & short tunnel net,



9
only thora is a cover to the top of it and
it is sunk under water. This one we used
wns 12 feet square. There was a lot of
sturgeon up there but they sald the water
was too high this spring. There 1s no

way of getting fish out of there very well.



MR, JOSEPH RUDREAU,
STEVENSON'S OR WINDY POINY, ONTARIO.
LAXE OF THE WOODS.

INTERVIEWED BY

WM. WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHRUN,
AUGUST 6, 1894.

(fhis fishery is between Windy Point and
the mouth of Rainy River. They have s8ix
pounds licensed to 6 persons, but all opera-
ted by !'r, Budreaa, who sells to the Balti=-
more Packing Co.)

Our prinecipal fbshery ie sturgeon in the
gpring and summer and in the fall it ip
whitefish, say from the first of October to
the first of Wovember. We also get guite a
number of wall-eyed pike. Get them princi=-
pally in the spring. We also get what we
sall the jackfish (Lucius). Do not sell any

buffaloes but throw them right baek in the

lske. Do not sell the gold eye. They get



a lew tullibee. (anerally pget them in the
fall with the shitefish, They will prow
from 1 1=2 to 2 lbse, We put them in with
the whit af ish, Nevar caught any herring.
Get a few rock bass. They are something
like the black bass only they are smaller,
There are yellow perch here but they never
ecatch any. Do not get any black bass. Get
no casf ish, Get what we call huli-heads,
and they are quite comnon. They generally
keep in weedy water. Do not get any sheeps-
hesaa, Get lawyers, Down home we used to
gall jackfish piekerel, and what we call the
pickerel here we call pike down home in the
States. Dc not get any maskinonge, but
there erc lots of them in the lake. They
generally get quite a few of them at Oak
Island. fhere are soma lake trout, but do
not get any hers. Get suckers and mallet

~ here in abundance. Get what we call the red
horse, black suckers and red-fin suckers.




He began fishing here last fall. Had no
experience fishing before that but was
running & wug, In what we call the spring
ran we generally figure on about 1,000 1lbs.
a day of sturgeon to each net. It generally
lasts &bout four weeke, and begins just as
gsoon a8 the ice goes out. They get the
sturgeon 88 soon a3 they put their nets in,
and put their nets in as soon as the ice
will let them, and the good run continues
about 4 weeks. The good run wound up this
year about the 18th of June, I keep my
pound nets in the whole season. We have got
on an aversge 4,000 lbs. a week out of shx
neta.. In the fall the run does not last
near as longz. lest year I got my nets in
September 18, and only got 2 good lift s,

' which weee as soon as I got my nets in. This
year I expect to get a good ruﬁ of sturgeon

the latter part of this month, and until the



first of October, I rather think the stur-
geon have decreased ascording to the cat ch
this spring. Last year we made 234 kegs of
caviar and this year we only made 147 kegs,
That is the Baltimore Packing Company. They
have jest the same number of nets in, and I
think one more. Last year was betier than
the year before, however, This spring's
fishing the winds were very unfavorable, Ve
did not get any west winds at all while ihe
run wWas on, We want west, southwest or
northwest winds; a wind blowing on the shore.
This spring our siurgeon averaged 35 1lbs.
apiece. Ve averaged 389 sturgeon. That is
after they were dressed. Ne do not.take
eny sturgeon out l_ess tham & l=2 feet before
they are dressed. Propably 2 1-2 feet )
dressed. We weighed some -hcre that weighed
140 1lbs., and they were about B8 1-2 feet long.

The smsallest one I have seen wes about 1 1-2



feet long. There were quite a few of those
small ones end I throw them back in the lake.
They call the small oneés rock sturgeon, but
they are only the young sturgeon. Do not
find any other small sturgeon except the rock
sturgeon, Does not know of any cause far
the decrezse this spring except on account
of the wind. But thinks,however, they have
the nets in a little too thick.

Sturgeon generally spawn around rocky,
ghallow and reefy places. The old settlers
around here slaim they spawn in shallow
reefy places. They spawn pretty near all
the season, hut do the most of it in the
spring, as soon as the ige goes out, and
until sbout June 20 or 25, In the ®ring
the spam is very nearly ripe. All the
caviar is about the same ripeness. They
generally teke it all in the gpring when it

is the ripest, and they claim it is the best.



The caviar is small in the summer, and it
is good again in the fall. There are 2
grades, No.l and No.2. No. 1 is the large
and No 2 is the small. There is no other
difference except the size.

They do not tame sturgeon up among the
islands in the winter, but take them at
other times. There is a man fishing at
Skiff Island. I have seen sturgeon jumping
through the summer among the islands all
along the the channel. There gre sturgeon
all through the lake. The water is too
deep and the bottom is not suitable for
ériving stskes 1in some places, is the
principal reason why they do not fish for
them among the islands.

A man set a gillnet here last fall just
before I set my pound nets and he caught
238 sturgeon in one night.

They are generally in schools in the

spring and fall, and in the summer they



generally go singly. In the @ring some~
times you go out and 1lift a net one day and
you will not get over a dosen or two, and
probably the next day you will get 150 out
of the sane net. Ve got as high as 279

ia one net this apring.

During the spring the femsle fish are
much more abundant than the males. General-
1y they are sbout 2-3 caviar sturreon in the
gpring mnd about l=2 in the fall, In the
samaer there are not very many caviar stur-
geon, and generally get principally male
sturgeon, Oet the males from the 25th of
June until about the lst of Septemder, The
milt in the male is the most ripe in the
spring, and aleo in the fall. Never sav
egee or milt ranning from the sturgeon,ex-

~ eept cecusionslly when you happen to gaff

~ them md toer them @ion teking them out of

pound nets.
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Sturgeon feed on some kind of vegetation
gnd little shells along the beagh, Never
Sa¥ any ecray fighes in them, but they will
take in mud and gravel, &ec. It seems s
though when the wind is playing inghore and
stirring up the bottom they come in and

- feed, Never saw any spawn of other fighes
in them.

We have been geiting whitefish right along
now. Last week we got a few pounds of white.
fish,but it is someirhing I never saw before
hers, ¥e get very few in the spring. Ordi-

narily do not get many until fall,from the lstof

Ootober to the first of November, November
._ is the best time to catch them, if we oould
fish for theu then, last fall I esught

= out of one net on an average of 1,000 1bse.

& day for about 2 weeks, the last two veeks
in Osteber. Ihey wers pesrly ripe. Do not
“m they spawn here. Does not seem



- to have been any decraase of the white fish.

They occur up among the islands and that
is where they po in the summer: into the
decp water. There are only a few gill net
fishermen who fish for them up there; down
from Rat Portage about 30 miles., It is the
best gill net fishing ground, and very deep
water .

The whitefish will ~verapge about 4 lbs.
We caught one last fall weipghing 11 1/2 1bs.
But the large ones ar2 very scarce. We pot
one yesterday welghing 8 1/2 1bs. Do not
take anything under 2 lbs. round. Our nets
will not hold the small ones. But sometimes
when we are lifting the net we will soe
a whole school of 1little ones about B8
inches long. Thay zre not so abundant in
‘ the spring and see them mostly in the summer
and fall. Our mash will not hold a smaller

fish than 2 1/2 1bs.round.

g



¥e use 4 d=2-ineh megh in the pots. That
is the regulation mesh, It is = asful
pad thing in the spring for it takes abod =n
~ hour to ungill the fish, I have ssen &2
‘ pueh as 100 of them rilled in it, welghing
ahout 2 1bs, T would eall 3 1-2-inch medh
about right, Thet wuld let the mmll fish
go through and keep the bigger ones from gill-
ing. A whitefigh weighing 1 1= 1bs. round,
would go through & 3 l=2-inch mesh.

The whitefish come in here in schools,
but in the fall ve pmerslly get thea rign
slong every day, and they are massed right
on the shore, The wind doss not affest ihe
anteh of whit efish on tris shore. Will
gatsh A mmmy with a south wind as with &
north wind. They are ea the betica prineipal
1y. Toes not know where ihey &pawa. I know
”vu'll differont plesss where the Indicne
g0 md fish with gill nets in the waler W@
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they Are running, ond they generally go off
reofy points somewhore, like the 1little

lll.ﬂl'dmtly off this pl ce. Thinks there

lll - spawning ground right off Stevenson's

,”:lu.'_luo whitefish begin to spswn sbout

Jtl. fl!;ﬂ of Nov., and it is running prettiy

fresly then; at least it was lust fall.

The saallost whitefish I over saw with ripe

mw b2 not over 2 lbs.

¥a got the yellow pickerasl principally

in the spring, dut get some in the Full,

| glthough not as many =2 we do in the spring.

Get them ns moon 28 the nots are in. Pet the
biggoet run from about May 10 until Tume 1.
fet vory fow in the summer; perhgps 1 or 2

! dn time in the net. They are just ss sHunp-
dant as they sver were.

FTY

Thoy heve had pound nets in on the Ameri-
::nuo around Oarden Island sbout € years.
s, O
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On the south shore they have had them 4
seasons.

Yellow pigkerel run on an average of

about 2 1/% lbs. Se= some little ones about
8 inches long.They spawn in the fall. Find
them with ripe spawn in the spring,however.
In the £=211 they spawn about the same time

as the whitefish. Could not say whether they
spawn in the spring or not, but there is
spawn in then.

They do not get very many jack fish(Lueiuws ).
They generally stay in shallow weedy water.

I do not supposs wa get over 2000 or 3000
lbé. in a2 season. The following figures
takan from his bills of sales show some of
the catches:

lay 28,1294 ,5,800 ibs.0of sturzeon,the
result of 2 days'! fishing with 6 pound nets, '
May 31,1894 ,1,429 1bs.of sturgeon,2,25ol

1bs. of yellow plckerel,125 1bs. of whitefith .




135

June 5,4,230 1bs.of stur-eon, 1,250 1bs.

 of piekeral.

."’Mo 5, 9,427 1lbs. of sturgeon.

‘7 June 7, 1,405 1bs. of sturgeon,l,250 1bs
of pickarel, 625 1bs. of lackfish.

June 10,5,550° 1bs. of sturgeon.

June 13,1,120 1lhs.of “turgeon,

Junae 15,900 1lbs.of sturgeon ,1,210 1bs. of

Fme 25,430 1lhs. of stur~2om.

3 Juna 28 ,1,295 lbs. of sturmeon,126 1bs.
| of ptekarsl,165 1bs. of juckfish.

June 23,3,517 1lbs. of sturpgeon,59%0 1bs.
of plekerel, 125 1bs. of jacBfish.

July 4,1,050 1hs, of sturreon,105 1lbs. of
‘piekaresl 35 1hs. of yoekrish,1356 1bs. of

whitafish.
' July 13,4,761 1bs.of sturgseon ,24 1bs, of

ﬁltiﬂ'ﬂ-'
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July 17, 1,840 1lbs. of sturgecn, 55 1ds.
of whitefish.

July 26, 2,712 1bs. of sturgeon, 315 lbs.
of whitefigh.

(These do not show all of his cel es for
that period, but they serve to inficate the
relative abundanee of the different kinds
of fish).

PDoes not know of any £ill nets being used
in the southern part of the lake.

They used fyke nets 6 years ago near Rat
Portege, but not in the southern part.

Never used seines., There has been no
hook and line fishing around here since he
has been here, exe @t what thes Ind lans might
fish for thelr own use.

I fished pound nets the first time they
were ever fished on this Canadian side in
‘the fall of 1895, Had ® pound nets that fall
and heve 6 this year. I run my lesders inte
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about 5 feet of water, Some places that
would not b2 very far off sore, The short-
ggt would probably be 4 and the longest 6
rods from shore, I make iy leads 50 :rodes
long. Some claim thet a longer lead is
better and .octhers claim that 10 rods is-
plenty long enough. The water will be 17 or
18 feet at the pot and the pots 2 feet deep-
er, lle uses a short tumnel. The eridb is
50 feet square, All the nets we have order-
ed for this place are 4 1-2 inch. In the
tunnel the mesh i zbout 2 1-2 inch and the
heart sbout 5-inch mesh, and the leads 6~
inch mesh, I do not faney such a large lead
a whitefish in the fall will go right through
it, All the fish generally lead and & great
many go right through the leader, Br wen

~we lift the lead in the fall we will rind

~ them gilled all over it, Never see¢ many

| wniverish gill, mostly piskersl end jaokfieh.
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Have seen a few whitefish gill, He has one
string of 2 pounds;'the outer leader is the
game length as the in._d.er oneé; the outer pot
is ihe same depth as ‘the' inner pot. You can
go out here 3 miles and the water will not
'vary over 2 feet in depth.

¥e hed a few of our pounds blown out by
storms in the fall, Never fish in the
winter. There has been no legel fishing
here in the winter on the Canadian sids.
They fieh some on the cother side, but princi-
pally gill nets.

The water here is very hard on the nets.
They will oniy last sghbout one season, and
in order to have them last one season you
have got to take them out about the first
day of July and have them out until about
Augugt 15, and wash and tar them, The dam-
age is done during the sumner months. Some -

thing in the water rots the nets. Thinke it
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pust be the green in the water that czuses
it, &8 it forms a slime on the nets, This
green has just come on within the last week,
and i1t will last until sbout the 1lst of Octo=

ber. Thinks it is a vegetation thst comes

‘up from the bottom. You will find it clear
across the lake until you get to Clearwater
" Bay and Whitefish Bay, where you do not ret
"' it. Never saw any insects on the nets.,
Thinks it is a sort of elkali. We had a

© gill net in under the ice last winter and it
only lasted ahout a month when it was 2ll

. rottem. The net was teken proper care of

_ and it was due to something in the water

«; that rotted it. They get thelr water for

&rinking out around Stevenson's Point, not

kT ‘f?fﬁ

depending upon wells., He has besn on the
leke for the last 7 years, and drank the
Iiiir. end it ie not injurious at all, Has

seen it on the water hero just like a thick



eream and it i3 very greenm. ¥e have ofien
painted padales with it without wixing it
with anything. lie takes his offal back in
the woods zbout o=4 of & mile. ihey wre not
&8 careful as Lhat everywhere, nowever, and
it is a thing that should be stopped. Ihere
are lots of pluses where theéey go into & narsh
and damp it right into the water. Does not
know of their duping any baek of the fishing
grounds, fhe of ful will rise W the top of
the water in the marshes and float ocut, IThey
do this considerably up around the moath of
Rainy Kiver,

There is no wpearing done ahout here,

Explosives have never bemn used that he
knows of.

They souetimes have trouble from saw logs
geLiing in the nets and tearing them. Have
no trouble rrom the bark,

- Does not think & cloee season is the
p. thing Af they let them fish on the



19

other side ad not on Lhis,. Thinks it is
a good thing yroviding they did net put in
hat cheries, but if they put in hascheries
does not think there should be any close
geagon at &ll, for they would not need it
then, Thinke they could eupply enough,
Gets his idea from Lake Winnipeg. There
there are more whitefish than there were 3 or
10 years ago. Doe3s not think there should
be any protecoticn in this lake for a while
yet, because there are hundreds of miles of
grounds that have never been fished yet at
all. -

Thinks that 3 l=-2-inech would be thes right
mesh for & pound net, after it is tarred.
Vhitefish weighing 1 1-2 1lbes, round, would
go through thea size net,

My opinion is that the sturgeon will not
last over 3 or 4 years more in this lake.

The wavier business is what is usimg tham
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up. If you stop the stwrgeon fighing you
would stop the biggpest fishing thet is done
in this lake. Does not think there would
be any big fisheries here if there were no
sturgeon here, because the scale fish thatl
are gaught here in the spring do not amount
to much. There would be only a fow weecke in
the fall that would amount to mything.
Thinks the sumll sturgeon should be thrown
beck into the lske, say up to & or 3 1-2
feet, Does not know of any way to preserve
the sturgeon unless they had only a géertain
time to fish for them, They ere a fish that
do not trevel very maich. You have got to
£0 Where they are. If you fish them out

of one place you heve got to go somewhere
else. At Carden Islmd 4 or © years &go
they were teking imnenee quantities of stur-
geon out of there, and mow they do not get

at all to srount to anything. They
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have not ecaught any to amount to anything

for the last 2 years, Thinks it would be

a good scheme to zllow one place to be fished
only for a certain time,. Nets should not be
gset closer than half & mile gpart, I would
not eare shout fishing any more than 2 nets
in a string. In the spring fishery you &o
not get many in the outside net, but in the
fall get the most in the outside net, Th#t
is sturreon.

Thinks & iicense system would be a good
thing to aprly on this gide of the line, as
it would be o resiriction in the number of
nets,

He sells to the Reid Fish Compeny in

Winnipeg.



CHARLES RICKLEFS, (RECKLEFS RBROS.)
WINDY POINT=OR STEVENSON'S POINMT,ONTARIO.
LAXKE O®" THE WOOPS.
INTERVIEWED RY
WM., WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHBUN,
AUGUST 6, 1894.
(This is the most eastern fishery on
the southern shore of Lake of the Woods.
They have six pounds, the licenses for which
are issued to six different persons, but
‘they are all worked together, and this Mr,
Ricklefs seems to have most to do with their

running. They sell to the Sandusky Fish

0. Y.

He has been on this lake 2 years. Pre=

: vious to that he was fishing in Lake Machi-

gan and Lake Erie, Also fished in Canada
on Lake Huron, between Stony and Blue Pointe.

" He has been engaged in the fishing business

s for 9 years.

- Never knew of any herring being taken in



lake of the VWoods, He knows the herring.

get the whit efidgh here, Do not pet the

tullibee at this end of the lake, nor in
any part of the lske that he knows of,

Vever heard of ite being teken here,

R (According to all others the tullibee
does occur in the leke and we have specimens
said to be of that species. They have not
vet been identified.--Rathbun).

Poes not know of but the one kind of
vhitefigh,
“ The wall-eyed pike are pretty abundant
in the spring throughout the lake. Never
sew the sauger here, The yellow perch oo~
cur here, but not very many, at least they
do not ecateh many, Hardly ever catch many

- perch in the pound nets because the mesh ie
'too large. On lake Erie the mesh is emall

- and they catech perch. Probably if they had

~ the right size mesh here they would catch a




pood many more, Does not know of any black
bass in the lake, and has never seen one
here, Has seen one catfish weighing about
2 lbs., taken in the pound nets. They are
not a common fish so far as the pounds are
congserned. (No one else ha® eeen cat-
fishes in Lake of the Woods, and !r,Rick-
lefs may have had the bull-head in mind,--
Rathbun), They get the sturpgeon, which is
their prineipel fish. '~ Never saw the sun-

" figh here, including such fishes as the roek
bass, calico bass, and the like. No white
bass here, No sheepshead here. There

are quite a good many lawyers here at cere
tain times of the year, They tek e them in
about 18 or 20 feet of water, and would
Probably get them in deeper water if they
fished in deeper water, but it is not a
shallow water fish, They take them in the

- pound nets but do not sell them. Get the



jackfish in abundmnce. The jackfish re-
gembles the maskinonge a pood deal only they
are smaller, There are some maskinonge,
" put they are very scarce. Has seen but
one lake trout sinee he has been here. They
“geeur in the decper water of the lake, how-
evar. Yo Germen carp here. There are
~ “ gucjers and mullets here, and they are quite
-~ abundant. No speckled trout here.
f‘--"-“'l'hair ondy importent fishes are sturgeon,
whitefish and wall-eyed pike. The sturgeon
‘4@ the most important fish as a whole here,
~«~gn@ the whitefish nest. The sturgeon occur
= @ll through the leke, but they seem t0 be
~ more abundant on Rig Traverse than elsewhersg
uit is shallow water,
sy ~Jos.Budreau began fishing in the fall of
:;gess and that was the first fishing on the
‘Mﬂm shore with pound nets. Wr.Rick-

chm this spring. Huggins began

.

\



fishing early this summer on Skiff Island.
That covers all the pounde-net fishing in
Canadian watess.

" They we ing better fishing here Lthan
any of the othersg according to the amount of
net. Their spring's catch of siurrceon was
55,000 1bs. (dressed) begin ing about May
20 and ending about the last of June.
ir best fishing was abhout June 1 to about
June"23. They had 6 pounds in end the
- above 18 the eatch of the © pounds.

. They market sturrpeon from 4 to 6 1=-2 and
v feet long from tip to tip. Do not get
them mush larger than that, There are not
- many snaller than 4 feet, They seen 10 Mun
" 4in schools; some weeks you ret gquite & few
srall ones and then again perhaps for 2

- weeks Or 80 you will not pet any, Tas seen
~ them as small as 6 inches, tangled up in
such small ones on thise lake,



Probebly 1 1-2 feet has been the smallest
he has seen here, and they were taken in
the pounds. Does not see any small ones in
the bay here. (That is the small bhay jast
inside of his Station), They will average
between 5 and 6 feet, The sturgeon here
‘are fatter then the ones they get down in
 Leke Erie.
Thinks they have fished for sturgeon too
extengively on the Amerioczn side of lLecke of
Y the Woods for the good of the fishing., Thers
"has heen too many nets. There ere at least
" " 94 pound nets on the American side from the
“mouth of the Rainy River to and including
‘Long Point. The old fishermen say there
"has been a decrease in the fishing md that
~ the nets are too thiek along the shore. The
" ““big firre try to orowd the little ones out
" ‘mnd the little ones kiok.

© ' Thinks the sturgeon go up Rainy River to




spawn. Does not know of their taking them

along Rainy River, Does not know much
about the Rig Grassy River. The mouth is
all grown ovar with rrass.

The bottom in front of the ghore here is
all sand as far as he knows, and that is ihe
ﬂr bottom on which he has seen stwguon.
The Indiang tak e them up among the islands
with spears, but has never seen them esught
there to make a business of it. The Indimns
Just take them for thdr own use.

* They set thelr nete as early for sturgeon
2 ‘here as the lee will permit==from Mauy 25 to
. June 1, The pike are generally the first
™an, md about 2 week after that the sture
"“ﬂ on, The sturgeon may here

"~ through the entire season, They stop fish=
| ing not because the sturpeon are less abun=
"'ﬂ'ﬂ'm of July, but on ssgount of

by

ng of the nete, mnd becmise the

ik g .



ecaviar is of second quality after that time
and it is a more difficult matter to sip
the sturgeon after that, During the summer,
with faverable winds, might catch an abun-
dence of sturgeon, The favorable winds are
those blowing on to the shore, Do not get
as many sturgeon in the fall as in the
‘spring. Some of the fishermen =y they
go into deeper water, and he thinks so him-
gelf. It is not ther nature to be in cold
water and when the water gete cold they
‘strike for decper, Some years 2go he
heard they had pound nets in here &ll winter
and did not seem to cateh very many sturgeon.
‘The nets were frozen in the ice and they
fished them under the ice.
~ The outside nets of some of the strings
‘are very near the middle of the leke, as

" " they sometimes set 5 or ¢ nets in a siring.




inside one fishes the best in the spring,
and the outside one in the fall, msking them
think that the sturseon go into deeper wa=-
ter then, 28 the water gets colder, On an
average, however, the inside net catches the
most Tigh,

“ The sturreon he thinks are on the bottiom.
There are times of the year that they seem
“to cane to the top; that is in the suammer
‘about Aug.l, and especially on calm days,
‘you see them jumping. They 4 not seem to
lead into the pound nete then, They jump
"all around the nets and do not seem to pet
‘@any in the nets to speak of,That is between
“the first of July and Aug.25 or Sept,.l.

" Budreau sells his fish to the Raltimore

‘" Packing Co., end they fish the whole seasan
._%m....ﬂb Bl hneds 5
' The sturreon are in schools at certeain

~ ‘times. Has taken out of one net as high as
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230 sturgeon, the net being out 3 days.
Thet was about June 6, The average weight
of the sturgeon is about 30 lbs. dressed,
based upon this spring's catch,
They spawn, he thinks, in the rivers in

the summer about the last of June. The
caviar wants to be black in order to be

- good.,  They put the eggs through a sieve in
order to get them separated. Once in a
while they get 2 sturpeon with the spawn
- ruanning from it, but not very often, This
oceurs gencrally in June. The surmer cavie
ar is called Yo.2 bHecauge it is a very small
class of egps. The caviar is good during
the entire fis'ing season, In the seasm
daring which he fishes they pet very fow

~ sturgeon with Yo, 2 eaviar in trem. During

~ the fall it 1e all first class caviar, They
'got the caviar from about 2-5 of the sture

n they csmtoh in the spring, suitesble for
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sale, and in the fall about 1=-2, but they do
not catch as many fish in the fall, They

get the bulk of the males from June 15 to 30.
Do not get many males before that. In the

fall they get the meles and females mixed

' together, and ahout "equal parte of each. In

" the gpring they are separate, The smallest

fish he has taken caviar from would be ordi-
narily about 5 feet, Onee in & preat while
get it from &-foot fish.

In the stomachs of the sturgeon they have

found mud, gravel end crayfishes. The

- grevel is sometimes a8 big as o,.5 shot; and

smaller, Thinks they feed all along here,

Thinke, sometimes after & blow, when the

" bottom is stirred up, they will came in very

near shore a gocd deal more, and thinks it

is on account of their feeding. Never saw

" the spawn of other fishes in the stomachs

of sturgeon. They do mot seem 10 foll ow

:."r-.s-",..?A‘f 2% ey wu
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the whitefish in the fall.

The whitefish spawn around the islands
and rocky bottoms. In the fall the fish
are preivty well mixed up. The whitefish
- pgeur through all the shallow part of the
lake in the southern part, and cver sbout
Gerden Island and Oak Islend. Thinks
whitefish are more abundant among the is~-
lende than they are in the southern part of
the leke. His eatch for this last spring
was 7,000 1bs, of pike and whitefish, prob=-
ably about half of each species. In the
fall the whitefish would be mich more abun=
dant than in the spring. The whitefish
have decreased on the American shore, Shoudd
judge they had deereased about 1=3. The
whitefish average about 3 324 to 4 1lbs. The
‘whitefish here seem to be all of a size in
‘tnhis part of the lske. Has seen one weigh-

~ 4ng 7T-1bs. but they are very rare. Hardly
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ever sea one helow 5 lbs., but knows thare
are snaller ones, as they cateh them in the
gill netis. Has seen them weighing 1 1-4 to
1 1-2 1bhs. in the gill nets. They go in
schools; will catch a good many at one time
and then will get hardly any for a vhile.
"They are on the bottom. Does not know of
'any places wherc they spawn, but it is on
the shallows among the islands on gravelly
bottém;“ NDoes not know when they spawn
here, but thinks it is in the fall.

" The wall-gyed pike will average about
1l 1-2 to 2 feest in length. ' The average
weight undressed would be about 6 1lbs., and
dressed about 3 1=21bs. They ship them
both dressed and undressed according as the
market requires it, The best season is
- early in the spring when the season. first
opens. They get them sbundant for about a

week, and get them scat tering all the re st

PR, -~

o e



14

of the season. In the fall for a week or
two,about the middle of September, they are
more abundant, but noi near ag ahundant as

' they are in the spring. Thinks they spawn
iin the fell egbout the middle of September,
Thinks they spawn twice a year, in the

» gpring and fall both, They have always
marketed the pike as long &s he knows of
from here. Pike live on all elasses of
small fishes. You will find fish inside of
" them about %-4 lb.in weight, in a pike

- weighing 5 1lbs., ond sometimes they will
haveé & perch in them and the peroch will have
gome mirmows inside of it.

They also market their jackfish and the
buffalces. They get the jackfish in all
the pounds, b-ut. not all of them send them to
market, The Baltimore Packing Company
handle the jackfish. * ~ That company gets

~ about half as many jaekfish as they do white-

- AT, e
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fish, They ship them to Minneapolis via
Vinnipeg. They eatch most of the jackfish
early in the spring, and get acat tering ones
all the season through,  They run about
the ssme a@s the pike; get them as early im
the spring &s the pike; and puffalo the same

way. The sitomach of the buifalo seems to

be always empty. The buffalo looks a good

.iﬁt deal like the sheepshead, with a long fin

Paxy

“+ o the back.

lfr > Does not know of their catching any leake
“ - trout in the northern part of the lake for
market, ¥nows of no other fish but the
‘above that they cateh for merket. They are
‘not using gill nets about here. They use
‘them in the northern part of the lake among
B:TQ'th islands, Does not think there are any
“fish caught in gill nets about here for

- market, They occasionally use gill nets

“over in the southern part for catching them

Viiagy o
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for their own use. The Baltimore Packing
Co, regceive all the gill-net fish for market.
(This is not coreect),

Has never seen any fyke nets used here,
put has heard of their being used. The
" Davie Fish Company were trying them this
 gprigg to see how they would work, but as
_*;'-?—"nnr as he knows they did not work very good.
. Never knew of their using any seines on
. the lake.
"~ Thinks they have used hooks amd lines
" ‘around here some in the southern part, but
’ fdoes not know whether they made a business
;___-of it or not. That ie for sturgeon only.
UT ‘Zippel used them. There is no sport fishe
¥ ing in this part of the leke,
In the scuthern part of the lake pound
e "hﬂ'f are the only apparatus used. His
_ p'mm_ﬂ:"natn were not set until this spring,

but Budreeu set 2 pounds last year and this

~-.-;'(Q -
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‘year 6. Rudreau's 2 pound nets last vear
‘were not set until fall, but this year he
‘has 6 that were set early in the spring.

~ ‘Rieklefe pounds ere all single. Rudreau
“has one string of 2 pounds. Some of my

- leaders come close into the shore, and some
~ 'do not. I am not particular whether I have
. them in less than 6 feet or not. The lead-
. ‘era are 50 rods long and the inner end of

. the leader is about 15 rods from shore, mak=-
' ‘ing the pot about B5 rods from shore.

~» =Tn their pound nets they get sturgeon,
~whitefish, waell-eyed pike, jackfish, bugfalg
suckers, mullet, moon eyes, (gold eyes)

"" which ere very abundant, especially in the
~ gummer; perch, and a few lawyers. Last

: year they got quite & good many lawyers,but
this year very few,

i whe gize of his pots is 30 feet square,

wad e R
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and the depth of water 18 and 16: 4 nets 10
gand 2 nets 18 [cet, The pots are & feel
deeper than the depth of the water. The
middle of the pot is on the bottom. They
use the long tunnel, The size of the mesh
ir the pot is 3 3-4 inches (ext.) after it
is tarred. The tunnel is 4-inch mesh, the
heart 5 and the leader 8-inch mesh. Tne
mesh will shrink in #®arring about 3=4 of a
foot in 30 feet of net, in the pof., end the
rest of the net eabout the same.

Does not think a fish will lead over b0
rods. Thinks the perch-will not lead.

They will get in ithe poi gometiimes, put does
not think they are & leading fish; and does
not think the black or white bass will lead
. either, Hes no trouble from fish meshing
in the netis.

I expeet to make my neia last 1 1=2 years.

That is, a season &nd a half.After that they
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bhegin to get rotten 8o thati you cannot de-
pend upon them. There secms to be a livse
inseet in the weter that eats them. 1 have
seen them on the nets and they are a red
looking insect. The best time to see it is
after they teke the twine out &nd it gets
dary. Yhen I take my nets ashore I dry them
gnd wash them off cleen end lay them on the
shore end let the send scour them, that is
if I intend to use them, I intend to tar
them every sumuer, Have to go a good deal
accordinzg to the weather. If I coald get
good enough weather in the fall I might tar
them., The tar costs about $10. & barrel.
Tarring nets is & very diaagreeable job. |

If gill nets arc properly teken care efl,
I think you are doing pretty well if you
meke tihem last through July and August. I

do not know how they clean then on the upper

- part of the lake. I used to boil them in




sthe other lsxes, md wash thas every fow
53 deys, and gt the inseels of f, but never
tenned thes as I 4id not believe in 1%, ae
I think & vhite net fishes detier Lhar 8
tamed one. You omn spoil a netl in 8
eouple of hours by bunching them uf sud
leaving them out in the hot sun.

They @ not fish gill nels cowm & Lthis
end of the lake becauise ihe) cwmnol make
_ i pay a8 well ae the jound nete. They ean
cateh more fish in he pound nete. In ihe
fall you sould eaich quite a few sturgon
wish gill net e around here. But a8 & thele
it sould not pay for gll nets Lo eoPpeie
with pound nes s in this wd of ihe Lke.
You sould not meke Lhem Last as long &0
pound nete. You w b wear out & or 3
gange of gill nete befare Fow vould one
~ pound net.
ﬁm. aot apear fish Ve any ew-
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tent. Will perhaps spear a few sturgean
to keep from starving. There are 600 or
700 Indiens living around the lske,
Regerding regulaticns, I think there are
too many nets fished. Think it should be
limited to & eertain nwaber of nets. About
50 nets would be a premty to fish on this
south shore, from the mcuth of Reiny River
to Long Point. Thet would yut their nets
about helf a mile apart, and they should
be at least that much. There should be
about 50 rods of lead and only one pot.
In regard tc sturgeon fishing, thinks it
would be a pretty good idea not to fish for
2 months, from the first of July to the first
of Septamber. That would give the caviar
a chance to mature. Also not take any
- gtutigeon under 4 feet. Would recommend
‘the above regulations for sturgeon in 2all

the lakes. Thinks 3 %=4-inch inesh ig about
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the right size, wnd will not take any saall
fish. You ocan squeeze & 2 or 2 1-2 lb,
whitefish through & & =4 lnch mesh very
easy, and the pike about the same, They
gill easier than lhe whiteflsh, buai go
through the mesh casier.

I bhelieve in a liconse system for limit=-
ing the number of ncis.

If there was good fishing a rich firm
sould afford to,pay for as many licenses as
they have neis. I think the license 3ys-
tem protects the poor man. As it is at
the present time I think a poor man can meke
his living with one net. A pergon can fish
2 or 3 pounds a good deal cheaper according
than one, because he has 1o have his boat
and crew just the same, unless two or more
fighermen doubled up on the work. I think
there should be & limit to the number of

nete one wan can fish, It takes 2 men to
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fish & pound net after it hes bLeen sct, and
one man might do it il he was & good wan.,
But they count on about 6 men Lo operate
their L nels.

Their [ish offal they Lake up in ‘e
marsh. Does not think it ie¢ advigable 10
put fieh offel in the water &s it ig harmful
to the fishing.

Knows of no explosives used arocund here.

Have some irouble from logs, as the rafts
preak up sometimes &nd if the wind happens
to be just right they will blow into the
twine and sometimes carry away part of tvhe
pounds. They are never tu)ubiol by the
bark here.

(They have mosgquitoes here a8 soun &8
the snow goes off and @metimes get them
pefore the snow leaves. Has known them ihe
first of April. They leave sbout the last

of July. They also have iLhe pull flies.
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MR, JOSEPH LANDREE, CARDEN ISLAND,
OR CGRNFIELD ISLAD; LAKE GF THE WOODS.

INTLRVIEWED BY

WM, WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHEUN,
AUGUST 8, 1894,

He hag been here 4 years, eni the fishery
wees started on this island 5 years ago by
D.A.Reid. las had no experience around the
leke elsewhere except at Grassy Narrows, War
Road and along the main shore here. The pomnd
net is the only fishing they have carried on.
The only gill netting he knows of was one
gumner the mancper Lried 2 or 8 nets, but did
not cateh anything but a sucker and a small
whitefish, The hoys who siedd on the island
one winter tried with a smell mesh gill net
for shit er.ish. Thers was & couple of men
tried with a set line, but they did not do
anything to speak of, We tried seines, but

only got buflaloes, =nd We out the seine up



.m used it for other pwrposes, after 1 or 2
t trials.

~ Their poundes are all on the south side of
~ the islend and the adjacent mainland this
vear. They have 7 pounds on the island.

" He uses the same mesh they use over at the

"~ mouth of Rainy River. They use abhout 50 or
- 60 rod leaders. The pots are %, hearts 5,
and leaders 6 inch mesh. We fish the summer
through, and have about the same number of
nets in the summer except for a short time.
The nets @ put in in the spring we tske up
just long enough to clean them, and set them
back arein. The reason the other parties
give for taking up their nets in the summer
is to save their twine. The nets we are
fighing now will be in poor condition for
the fall fishing, by keeping them in through
the summer.

One season with another, the fishery is



about an even thing, We begin to set as

‘8oon as the ice is out, practically. We
inever fished on the meinland until this season
In the spring we generally get about half
@and half scele fish and sturceon., We bhegin
_'h gét the most of our sturgeon here the lat-
_ part of August and in September, We do
ﬁ best of oi.u‘ fishing here in the fall.

The sturgeon go on the south shore to spawn °
111 the spring is the reason we do not get
’Iii:em here then . They gc to the streans to
DA W, We get the biggest share of our
Wiar in the fall, but we have done better

~ this year with caviar than we have ever done
- before, but then we have fished on the main-
* land more this year., We do hetter on the
 igland in the fall than we do on the main
land adjacent. We get bigger lifts on the

- mainland, but here we get Lhem more steady.

 This spring up to now, we have done better
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with the nets on the iglang here than we h
ave

with those on the mainlangd, Thinks the

sturgeon vary in size and that there are more
gmall ones now. All the sturgeon that are
spavning go for ‘he river mostly, and that
leaves these that are not spawners, and they
do not care- where they go, and so we get that
kind. Perhaps out of a couple of hundred
sturgeon in the spring we would not get over
2 or 2 packages of caviar, while at the river
they might put up 15 or 20 packages from the
same ;mzﬁbex-.s. The ecaviar is the principal
part of the fishery and what they make their
meney on.

We ship sturgeon to Mr.Neilson as well as
to Minnespolis. We only ship one car Asad
a week to Minneepolis, mixed sturgeon and

small fish, and the rest goes 1o Neilson.

(All the caviar goes to Neilson whether di-

rect or through i nneapolis).
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The whitefigh come next Lo the sturgeon in

importance mnd we fet them qQuite plenty in
the fall, and also for a few lifts in the
sprinc. We penerally break up fishing about

the f'irst of Yovember, Sometimes we may

fisgh until the 10th and one year we fished
until the 17th, which is the latest we ever
#aw boate running here, They spawn pretty
early in the fell, just about the time we
leave them, Hes sven them with the spawn
runnins., The boats get them sometimes with
gpawn runninge from them. He fished on the
west shore of lLeke !'ichigan for 20 years.

I know one thinr=--sturgeon are not as i
Plenty now as when we first came here, al-
thouph we pot good 1lifte yet. The first
sturgeon

surmer we werc here we esught 283

out of one net.

re.
The wall-cyved pike are quite abundant he

We have ssught as high as 9,000 or 10,000




lbs. & wveek ol them,

The whiteflish are ull dregsed before we
send Lhem away, We ship some pike round,
however. the Sandugky firm ship all their
whitefish round. 3ul as a general rule he
aressee the Ir'ish unless he gets an order to
ship round. llow we freeze simply the sur-
plus fish, and that would be taken to Rat
Portage and stored there until called for.
Ve aimply use an ice Ifreeser.

Never get any herring here. We get a
few tullibec¢s, bul noi many. Never savw a
tallibee in Lake Michigan. It is a differ-
ent fish from anything we get there. Never
get the menominee whitefish here. Last
winter while we were Iishing on Rainy Lake

we got quite a few iullibees. Got more

there than we do here. The biggest tu;libee

%e have caught on this leke would not weigh

2 lbs,, and tnere are very few as large as



that., They are generally about 10 or 11

inohes long here.  In Rainy Lake we got

them weishing about 2 or 2 1.2 lbs We were

fishinz gill nets in Rainy Lake -and sould
not tell whether we got any smell ones or
not. We got a few whitefish in Rainy Leke,
but did not set very ruch of anything as we
gimply went to taake a trisl and see what we
ecould do. Thinks the fishery in Rainy Leke
would pay all rigsht in the summer, Has
heard the nativesg say that there were places
vhere there were lots of sturgeon in Rainy
Lake.

He hes esten the tullibee and does not
think they sre as good a fish as the vhite-
figh. They ore flatter and more sharp on

the hottom than the whitefish. ¥ 2ars A

r
g0old eye which is a pood desl the eolor @

rare
the herring. ¢he yellow perch are very

pull=-
arcund here. fnce in a while we get a



We have caught 2 1ake trout this sea-

on. Do not get any cheep shead, Get the
falo, lawyer and jackfigh.

Jeckfigh are

preity comnon around here. Onee in a while

W& gel & meskinonge, Lut very rarely. Get a

fow suckers, in the @ring they are quite

| thieck.

The average weight of the sturpeon here
i‘il gbout 17 lbs, dressed. We do not use the
- wery small ones. Anything under 3 feet long
- alive we throw back into the lske.

We carry all cw offal back into the woody
;, and have no trouble with it in the water.

We have no trouble here with log rafting

. L0 speak of.
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LAXE OF THE Woops.

H.P.STEENSEN (OP SANDUBKY, OHIO),
GARDEN ISLAND,

(INTERVIEWED BY
W, WAYEHAM AND RICHARD RATHRUN,

August 8, 1894, The former took
his own notes).

Mr, Steensen is from Schleswig. Came to
this country about 1869, Viaa at one time
boss in one of the fish houses in Sandushky.

- Relsen as a boy came to work in the stme

| house, and was under Steensen. He wes in-
dustrious, went to school,ete. Came salso
from Schleswigy

; Steensen preperes the caviar and sounds on
Cerden Island (fishery of the Reltimore Pack-

ing Co.), end is quite an intelligent German.

The sturpeon spawn mostly the latter part

| of June ard first part of July in 1.8ke of the

ther
Woods, o0ecasionally find & gpawner at ©

' . Ripe
times airing the entdre open season



spawn is not good for caviar. It must bhe

pard emough to rub through the sieve, in ex-

sricating the eggs from the fat, which oe-

L R S P

surs in greater or less quantities, dependent

upon the ripeness of the ovaries,
faking all the year through (spring, sum-

ger and fall) not over 1-10 of the sturgeon
brovght in at Garden Island furnish caviar.
At some sezsons the percentage will be much
leas than this; at others it may be fully
1-2. In the spring they get the largest per
eent; the least generally from the middle of
July to the last of August; after which umtil
Ootober 1 it gets better again. After Oct-
Ober 1 Lhe sturgeon go out into decper water.

The gaviar all goes to Nelsen, in Sandus=
~ &, by whom it is shipped to Burope, and the
E WSl of it comes back to this eountry agaim.

The caviar in a keg weighs from 120 t0 130

- b8, qng xeg weighs aboat 30 1bs.
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All of the sturgeon eounds also go to Gere
many, Where it ie used for clarifying beer,
yine, &¢., md 13 mads into fine pgelatine.

There should be a close season Lo protect
the sturgeon from July 1 to Sepiember 1,

This would cover a part of the spawming.

No sturgeon should be taken under 4 fect
long. They are now taken down as small as
2 feet. A 4-foot sturgeon is sbout 7 or 8
years old. Must be over 4 feet long, and
from 10 to 12 years old before thay will be-
gin to yield their first caviar.

The way the thing is carried on now, the
fishery will be ruined in this lake in 5
years,

The largest sturgeon taken in the Lake
Beasure about 6 feet long and weigh about 150

lbe,

The sturgeon trevel long di stances. -

Poturn to the same spawning grounds 10 -
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ghere they were born. In different parts
of the 18ke they gel sturgeon of somewhat
different variety, ‘a. certain amount of lo-
galization.

They spewn on recfs on clay botiom,
Doesn't think they spawn much up Rainy River.
¥hitefish, suckers and buffalo go after
sturgeon eggs, and you will always find them
abundant in the places where the eggs occur,.
The sturgeon roots in the bottom like a hog,
and takes into his stomach whatever he cam
gét in that manner. He feeds on eggs of

vhitefi sh,

At the mouth of Rainy River they begin to
take sturgeon as soon as they can get their
Pounds in im the spring--v¥ay 10 to 15. Here
8t Garden Island they do not begin to teke
them until later--the last of hay, and they

Teash Qak Island still later. They catch

hem & week later in the fall at Garden and



fﬂmag then &t the mouth of Reiny River,
Only a part of the sturgeon in 4he leke po
Rainy River. Those taken at the mouth
the river he thinks must eome down from

y Leke. They come down from the lake as
n 2% the ice is out sufficiently so thas

y can get over the falls.

‘___.Mo went up to Rainy Lake this spring
fish sturgeon. Does not know what he 4id
. He had previously tried in Rainy

» but without sucaess. Prom Rainy lzke

eon would have to be shipped via Towsrs,

argeon go in droves. Catch large

rs at a time, and then many have scarce-




4R, F. A. RIDB, OAK 1SLAND,:Iny,
LAYE OF THE Woons,
INTERVIEWED ay
Wi, WAXEHAM AND RICHARD RATHBUN.

AUGUST 10,1894,

k. {Mr.Rice is in charge at Oak Islmd during
ﬁu absence of Peter Ditehy,the fishery here
being owned by the Sandusky 7Pish Co. He has
;;;oun*an the leke only sinse the heginning of
'ihi fishery this spring--1894, His expori-

: nee here has therefore been very short, but

i € has been a Lake Erie figherman.=Rakthbun, )

" e i Lt g - W
.

11 'an‘llﬂ.thlag apparatus we are using is
: ‘mf ‘¥nows of no gill netting except



ﬂl! by the Indians. [as not seen a

(‘G

1 net sine@ he has been here, Iever

phe o
d of fyke nets being used, nor seines.

er saw 2 fish caupght with hook and line.

ng with a pole. The Indians catch some

. He runs his leaders as close to the ghore

-

88 they can drive the stakes, say from 10 to

5 rode according %o the bhottom, which is
o
T

ﬂ'ln pounds were fished here last fall.

l_ station has been Rere about 4 years.

ﬁv lnd Brydres run the plaee then.

."'“ﬂlr'. The water in which they are
B
h"' depth mn from 25 to 28 feet--the

il e W

1d be 3§I_lllthtlﬂtll' one 28



fhe Indians claim they have sounded 900 feet
gnd did not reach hotiom in some places in

the lake. Iie uses & long tunnel., On Lake

P Erie they use mostly the long tunnel. We

uged short tunnels altogether years-ago on

. ' Lake Erie, but they abandoned them, The

g ghort tunnel is the older fomm. In the

> leaders he uses 6 and 7-inch mesh. The ir

% twine is about all old Lake Erie twine except

== the eribd. If I were going to get up naw

1 twine for this plase I would make it 8~inch
for the leaderl./ There are no anall fish

 here¢, and enyway they will lead just as well
with 8-inch as with a snaller twine,

R - They will

Do not get Wlack bass here.

lead in Lake Erie.

" The mesh of the heart is generslly 5-inch,

and some 6-ineh. The tunnel is 5, amd the

" pot is the same es they have at the river,

~@nd thinke it ie 3 1-2-ineh.
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" They fish here in the qn'ing end fall,

* fish from the time b .can get the twine in

. .-_ﬂ.!' the iee goes out until sbous June 20 or
i}--ﬂ, ageording to the weather, Ve expect to
remain out until ebout the Pfirst of September.
gan fish here until ahout Oetober 25, whieh
?-ﬁ as late as they dare fish, as they are
f'“’ﬂlhl! to get blown out (frozen ‘up?) after

-

iﬁa‘b time.
: In this lake in the pound nets they take
Wsnm whieefish, and once in a while get
l fish here that looks like a Lake Erie her-

"188 only they arec a little thicker, They

They have the yellow pike, or pickerel as
‘eall them in Lake Erie. What we oall
® in Lake Erie they call jackfish up here.

’ﬁ;" i-hﬂ Jdcitish ard the yellow piek-



ﬂ?‘:" Never sew any bhlue Pickerel here,
@EBM 2 suckers this spring--genuine Lake
: ’&. suckers. The last 1ift I made when I
taking up my twine I caught one. Cetch
-,, very few yellow perch. They grow just as
large as they do in Leke Erie, but has not
caught over & dozen all the a;‘-rihg. The

'. perch leads well. We used to cate¢h tons

" of them in Leke Brie with the same size ncts
gn We have here, I have taken as high as
w tons out of & net in Lake Brie.

"~ Never saw a black bass here yet, Ko cate
‘figh, Catch a few bull-hezds. No white =
. \88 here, Catoh a few rock bass, the same
we pet in Lake Erie. Catch & few what
e 11'silver sides here, or calico bass.

@oh a few lake trout, just onee in a

11 one. Caught 4 here this spring; and
4

-‘;'i—"m.. - gaught one weighing 38

. after his inwards and gills were out.



| sheepshead. Geét the lewyers, and
’;;10. We catch a few red horse snd sugke
'rho red horse is the seme as we get in
fxril‘.' And then we catch what we call
| ﬁito suckers in Luke Trie; get & fow of
“ﬁii here. We get what some people call
] mnet. here. Ve catch 3 kinds of suck=
here _b_eaides the buffalo, There is what
.ﬁu_;l-l the black or shoal susker, but they
’MMIkB any uge of them, They get mille
| _-_or the moon eyes. In Lake Erie get the
l in 4 fegt of water, sometimes in
f,‘mu*.“enpecianv sl o Ml g
i) ;" the I”ygr. go into the mrah and they

Bt

.m.m 1n fyke nets in Leke Erie.

. ﬁihal they ease market are the sture
Beine -
mmun-n pickarel. pike, &nd we

% in
mfliou “sometimes; und them

iet

""I! muf l uhtymuu this s ing

=

‘. mm ttm cn:'vthm to




t that we catch except the gold eyveas.
uld not ship the yellow perch so far nor
'rock bass, Do not catoh enough of tkem
Would not send the lawyers nor gold
"~ When we ship buffalo would put the
kers rii;ht' in with them, It hardly pays
ihlp suckers and buffeloes except to make
BN dis 1004
I wuld use anall mesh in the pots here
% own convenienecé on account of the
g‘?‘h meshins in the size they use-«3 1-2
' They would mesh in a 4-inch net.
the marketeble fish in a 4-inch
but the pickerel would mesh & good deal,
‘ P sedh quite a pgood deal in the mesh
| #"hﬂm now., It would not be well to
¥ 1 l’hioh tha figh would mesh at all
i-t the small ones go without
"-}Fﬁiﬁ“ibdi‘uﬂa. Ve hardly ever

Bt S PP Ry 8 o Ay



ﬁq 'ﬂnﬂ more tham 1 or 2 in a day that pot
;’;"in. that were 100 emall for market . They

., ‘ﬁn sort them out just as well when they are
g taking them into the boat as to wait antil

7 they get them ashore, & nd hetter, Whitefigh
do not gill very badly. Take little white=
fish that could go through these meshes we
i*ﬁo using and they will stay there until we

" pull them out, But the wold eyes are a

"j"-";tgliur nuisance by gilling so much,
~ Vhen the sturgeon season is on the Indians
&ﬁl around for the gturgeon offal, and they
4 "‘ﬁ“ﬁl‘ to prefer that to anything else. They
Br sturgeon heais and the large inwards
‘the best scale fish. They like the long
Ward that runs the whole length of the
urgeon in preference to enything else.
hinks on an average the inside pots are 8

® the best for all kinds of fish., There

' “ mugh u?hrmu up here as there is



outh of Rainy River,

' no trouhb
e 1¢ from storms here.  Yoth-

=1

“bothers them unless it i3 drift wood 0=
“think it will teke a good many years

o hin out the sturgeon on this lske, for
m only fishing just in one corner for
they are all around these islends.
see them jumping all around the ise
v They ere very abugdient in the lake,
ve seen sturgeon jumping ell over the
ever I have been. The Canadlans do
thew to fish only & little md so”
ypart, erd there are lots of places where

¢ drive stekes here. On part of’

‘eemnot drive around the little
The

‘on account of the rocks.
E ‘are not as sbundent here gs at the

e w — %Iﬂ“t“"’

e a*”W"
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ng here, but no suech heuls a8 they do
'-thgl'ﬂ- We catch a differsnt class of
Lé?z.g!oon here; they are a fatter sturgeon
;‘ri}._lviﬁl‘ for the length of them, Ve

..'h gturgeon as ®on as we get our nets in
-:,” but do not know how the fishing would
Pguly in the ®ring, as we 4did not get
:_,'.netl in until June to make a 1ift. 1

t the hest fishing was cver before we
'good this spring.

j‘_tt.urgeon weighing 100 lbs. is a pretiy
.‘fpm_w',_“but. would get once in a vhile one
hing more than that. They run about the
p !.ake Eriﬂ sturgeon. A sturgeon

n
hing 100 lba. would measzne about 5 1-2

foet. Gei very few small ones about '

""li_ mr not save anything
| o furnish uvhl' has

under 4 feet

""'ﬂli -mrnm 1
v-5 foet. W ~¢u« nrv um.-

e I
Mumrﬂ “l'

o5 g,
ikt gy

% GLohers

-1‘4&-1:»\;!"1-.*&‘ *

R S
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. They hed about all syawned when we

here. Along toward the last end of our

1ing we might get a boat load of sturgeon

'.;.i only get 2 or 3 caviar sturgeon out of

i n perhaps have 50 or 60 sturgeon in the

« 'The sturgeon do not seem to get here

til after they' spawn, I think they spawn

‘the eand banks in the lake. Does not

whether they go up Rainy River to spawn

' not, but they go up there ‘early in the
png, JTloes not know when they come down.

saw but one sturgeon here or at the

| * with ripe spawn, ruming from them.

ot think they spawn right around this

d #'-’T"Raver‘“em@#' any hers that were

sut’ ezught one &t the mouth of the riv-

"f%r Does not think they Spawn with any

rity, They omught sturgeon in Wey
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spawned. We catch caviar sturgeon on

‘gsme here, The caviar is 1o, 1 in the
pg here, and they say it is in the fall,
P48 ¥0.2 in the summer months, Rut will
*"E'Eiome N0.2 here in the gring, and it is
'same on Lake Erie.

Wk Will get a run of sturgeon sanetimes
!"a irhila and then it will slack off, but
iﬁj" catch 2 few all the time. There are no
ular runs of [ish here like we get in Lake
There doas not seem to be any regular
‘of scale fish. But the sturgeon generals
5> with the wind., They seem to work onto
.‘_'M!_. every time. And it is the same
m. Erie, & north wind was alwayse

r for them than anything else; and 1t
%:;‘;iith other fishes, lLast fall we
o ﬁli‘ all ‘torn to pieces on Lake i
ey ogm and pegen ﬂll‘l" He

s

Ep 5
SRER (1
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to fish at lLakesgide OProsite KXelley's

}ﬂ here because you gee them Jumping
? Jump at any time after the weter begins

__-gup warm, but sce none jumping in iee

14 £ind these worms that hatch into

s

u“"edl June flies in Ohio, &and some=

&hﬂ's would be & pint of those flies in

?tur one cturgeon. They have those

in my. -~ They are just the same

Wﬁlﬂ flilu on Lake Erie. They come
ode nG _
wecks later than they do on Lake
{25-;:.!"

Vi a fish egg in & Sturgom.
Q%F r*emﬁ IF‘-! BOAY BYF

feed at *um!o *W e

$ft cnie ﬂtmﬁ
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y out them open it would run ripght
ihu. and those worms would be alive
 Jlas also found snails and little clams
| And would find the sme thing in
in Lake Erie. ‘Yas found pereh spawn in
."!.n Lake Erie, ¥nows of nothing that
Never saw & sturpeon here under 2 feet,

- hi ?"iun more small ones in Lake Erie than
;‘F"I never caught but one sturgeon in
Ray and have fished there 3 springs.
: ‘ﬁ‘j the German carp are of abc;ut. L gt
use as the English sparrow, They are
the same as the buffalo here. =

he does not want any more of them.

e VR e WA RV TED oF 800 -
 Aift enie sping,  Thelamoef

>
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e and fore part of October is the
. ?gmu for whit efish nere. Sturgson are
._-.—{; ebundent in the ®ring, and whit efigh
‘-':"!all.‘ " They dia their bigpest fishing
- th ‘River before we ‘came here, for picke
" Did not catch very many after I left
e, And we did not'cateh meny here,
not ship jackfish usually only to meke out
* load, occasionally. They do not sall
y well when there are other fish in the
Brket. They are more of a winter fish.
turgeon ere alveys dressed be fore ship-
.tium. We gill and gut about all our
fish after the water gets warm, We
ed one or two batches of pickerel round.
8 they shipped 2 car loads. -~ This fall
. have to dress them probably until
m.‘obﬂ' ; &nd then will ship
fhinks Neilson tukes the

- » W T ‘;‘I'
SERRY ORvE R . ©  Thisks (Ve
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y will have to quit gi1) netiing for

. on Lake Erie or ¥il) the fishery

ely. His opinion is that the ¢ill nets

rt th fishing because they are chasing the

nam svey right with them all the time,

e

pound net is stationary and you only catch

| When a school comes along, He never

..‘,mtted for herring. Gill nets are not
1 80 ruich now for herring, but they were
4 years ago, The whitefish gill nets
the ialands of lLake Erie are main-

i} by residents of those islands. The
8h gill nets are generally fished with
alL8; and it is only within the last
'®ars thet they have gone to using
P gill nete; it was all done with sall
there should be a regulation

oW them t0.g0 100 far frem shore
" atus, or on the spaming

e . .
e =5
e =" .
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d nets should be redused in numbers, as

would be & benefit to the fishermen as
f as the fish, but as long as gill nets
e allowed to roam all over the lake it
not be much use. But still they are
ung doim the number of other nets now.
caupany has cut down pretiy near half
Lek e Erie, Where I fished from larble
ead to Mouse Island ‘we out down pretty neer
last year, There was not much differ=
 in the fisling in Leke Erie until they
ted the gill netting, and i3 is only
t 5 years agc we caught more herring than
W what to do wich, but there were very
' "4_:_'bl,f0l"ﬂ that, The whitefish have
-'7,4 very much in Lake Erie, Thinks
has been a docresse right along on an
. Thinks as a gencral thing there
._ln in the pickerel, bur same Years



early years when I began to fish we
ecaught any blue pickerel to amount to

ng where I fished, Never mt meny

it of Marble liead, Thege yellow pickerel

L
- -
et

 always been marketed, but there was very
le sale for the blue pigckerel,. They
ulld the yellow pickerel ever since I
xr"'"ﬂ fishing, about 25 years. They
';-'a_ltoh the blue pickerel only in warm

. &and they will not stand shipring like
low pickerel, as they zre a softer

- Does not think the blue and yellow

1l mix together at all, The menominee
A on Lake Erie are something like

~we catch in this lske.



yR.EPWARD KIPLING,Sr. RAT PORTAGE,ONTARIOQ
LAKE OF THE WOODS,
INTERVIEWED BY W ,WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATH-

BUN, AUGUST 11, 1894,

He belongs on Lake Winnipeg. Was former-
ly in the employ of the Hudson Bay Co. He
was on the McKenzie River and in the Arctie
along with Anderson & Stewart, about 41
years ago. I have seeﬁ the northwest when
you could see the tracks of animals just as
thick as they could possibly be, a regular
beaten track. Has seen thousands and
thousands of earibou deer up in the Arctisc,
an inmense body of them covering the whole
country. The musk ox are very thick there
also,

He has been fishing on this lake (Lake

of the Woods) sinece 1838, more or less.
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ysed to fish on Silver Take {Rraneh of Lake
of the Woods) for trout, They will weigh
up to 4 lbe. there,. Then I went to Yellow
girl and got some trout there weighing from
16 to 20 1bs, They were the lake trout.
In Take of the Woods they use gill nets
mainly in Big Stone Bay, Clearwater Ray,
Yellow Girl end Thitefish Ray, and that is
ebout z1l. They fish in other places to
the mouth of Rainy River with gill nets, but
only for their own use and on a small seale.
They get from 12 to 14 and 20 fathoms of
waier in these places. But 20 fathoms is
deep water where I have been fishing. They
have that depth in Big Stone Ray. It is

20 to 25 fathoms at the Big Narrows. The

bottom is soft mud. In some places will

find rocks, but not often. The sinkers

¥ill gink into the bottom. e uses lead

sirkers. (All do.) Whem he first ome



here he used stone sinkersg,

In fishing gill nets, they try to fish
them in as deep water as they can get in the
- pidéle of the surmer, In the spring and
fall generally go out where it is shallow,
about 1 or 2 fathoms, Always fish on the
bottom. Some were trying to float their
nets this summer, but could not get any at
aell, He used to fish for moon eyes on lLake
VWinnipeg, and would put his net on top of
the water,

He uses 5, 5 1-2, 5 3=4 and 6-inch mesh
in the gill netas. His nets are from 200 to
500 and 600 feet long each. Would fish
from 8 to 20 nets and would haul them tvice
a2 day sometimes, and sometimeés once a day.
The fish here spoil very quickly if they are

not taken out.

e
He fishes all summer until November.

Ein to fish just as soon as the 1c® is out,



put do not get many then. In some places
in the spring they get yellow pickerel most-
1y (wall-eyed pike) and also get suckers
early in the spring. Do not get but a few
vhitefish during the spring; not until the
water begins to get warm; in June and July,
and catch them through the summer. Get the
best whit efish fishing about August , He
gets some in Octobher, We got more this
month then we get altogether before.

They hegin to spawn about the first of
Oetober. They do not spawn all at one time,
but will keep spawming for 2 months. Most
of them spawn the latter end of October.

The water here sets pretiy cold the latter
Part of October, or the first of November.
They mainly begin to spawn about October 20,

but @ few stragglers will spawn as early a8

Ot ober 1,

The salmon trout here spawn the latter



part of September, The height of the
gpavning, however, would be about the first
of October. The Indians go for the spawn-
ing lake Frout about October 18, They ecome
out of the small lakes around the Lake of
the Woods onto their spawning grounds in
shallow water and at that time the Indians
gpear tham, Thinks that the lake trout
keep rather to the one lake in which they
ogeur, and do not Lravel mch, Do not get
many salmon trout here, perhaps 3 or 4 in a
month., They get the most of ’r.he; salmon
trout in Whitefish Ray, and in Crow Lake.
They do not occur abundantly in the main
part of Lake of the Woods. In Whitefish

Bey some peoplc are fishing 30 fathoms,where

they pet trout.

The marketable Tish he takes are white=-

figh, yellow perch, jackfish, pickerel and

: of
trout. Also gets suckers; 1awyers, 108 _



them. IO yeéllow perch., o moon-eyes, 1o
 plack bess.

The whitefish he gets will average in
weight &bout from 2 1-2 t0 6 or 7 1lbs. Get
very few smaller than 2 1-2 1bs. Will get
some as mmall as 6 or 8 inches long. will
get those now, They get caught in the net
by the mouth, and entengle themselves some=-
‘times. He does noit cateh many whitefish
under 2 1lbs. We could get more fish with
a smaller mesh, but the small ones would die
in the water before we mould bring them up.
You will get more fish from a 5 1-2-inch mesh
than from a G-inech mesh.

Do not get any sturgeon in the gill nets.
There ere some sturgeon in the northern part
‘of the leke, See them jumping in Clearwater

Bay, Does not think they are as abundant

in the northern part of the bay as in the

Southern part., They are mostly in shallow
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water. They are 2lways around nesr the
mouth of Rainy River where the fresh water
is goming. down, In Rainy River the sture
geon used to spawn about the first of June.
They run up the river in the latter eng of
May, and they comse down as soon as they are
done spawning, about June 10, They come
down in a rush then and will keep on that
way unt il about June 20, and ther the run
is out. They go up the Rainy River to
SPpawn, and also Pine River to where the
falls are and spawn there; and they would go
WP American River about 60 miles to the
falls there end spawn. Some spawn in the
lake also, I have seen them along some of
the rocky ielends the first part of June

¥here they were spawning.

Whitefish are (?) as common in this leke

88 in Winnipeg Lake. I believe there are

more giurgeom in Lake Winnipeg vhen here.



I have seen Lake Winnipeg when it was Just
poiling with sturgeon. It beats all the
lekes I ever knew for figh, I think they
vill ki1l all the fish out of this lake ir
they keep on as they are doing, They used
to be abundant up around here, but of late
years they are failing, and they do not see
them as they used to.

The Indian gill netting is on a very
small scale here.

Whitefish are the principal fish I teke,
then pickerel and then jackfish; take but
& few lake trout. Gill netting has only been
carried on here about 3 years to any extent.

Never fished on Great Slave Lake, but has
Seen the fish from there. They get prin-
¢ipally whitefish there, and I saw nothing
else. On Lake Athabasca they get whitefish
and trout. That is where the trout are and

it beets all the trout I ever Saw.



The whitefish on this 1ake (Lake of the
Woods) are emaller tham in 7ake Winnipeg.
The average in Loke Winnipeg would bhe ahout
4 or 5 1lbs.dressed. I have seen them 10
or 12 lbe.

Used to get whitefigh on the MeXenzie
River also, There is a fich in the MeKenzi
River that is like =2 whit ofish, znd the meat
is like & whitefish, but it is not a8 white-
fisgh.

There are about 8 or 10 (on lLake of the
Woods) fishing in the winter under the ice
and they eatch sbout the same kind of fish
they do in the summer. Will fish mostly
in the same places in the winter as in the
Swmer, end in challow water. We only use
®bout 5 or 6 nets in the winter. Would
haul them once a day in the winter. We
tould lgeve them 2 days if we wished, how-

€ver, ag the water is cold.
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Por 1lifting nets in the summer he uses a
small clinker-built 3loop about 14 te 20
feet long, end about 13 inches draft,

There is not mueh O9Peén water in the lake
in winter, but there arsg lotg of nlagesg
wvhere there ere narrowg and a strong current,
and it doesg not freeze, but nearly sll the
lake freezes over, In the vinter the ige
will get from 2 to 3 feet thick, The ice
generally gets out ahout May 15 and it
freezes up in the fall about Nov.1l5 or 20.
He bringe his fish up with dogs, and ponies
Sometimes,

The height of the water in the 1ske will
vary about 4 feet, It is the highest in
the summer and lowest in the spring. Whem

there is ice on the lake it is lower, and it

beging to get high as soon as the rivers

begin to run. B& gets the highest in Aug-

Ust, and gets lower again in the fall, and
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to lower during the winter, being

.’s the close of winter then wher the



e i e MR

MR.AMOS MCKINNON, RAT PORTAGE ONTARIO
X s -

LAKE OF THE Woops.
(INTERVIEWED BY Wi, WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHBUN,

AUGUST 11, 1894.

(Mr,lickinnon is in the office of the Balti-
more Packing Co,, (Reid Fish Co.) at Rat Port-
age, and attends to the receipt of fish at
that place, their freezing, storage, shipment,
ete. He foﬁuerly had more to do with fishing
in Lake of the Woods, but not having & good
memory, he failed to give us much information

of value).

He was in with Vr,Reid the first season he
began fishing but it was under the name of

the Reid Fish Company. The Reid Company

ing of
started in about 6 years &g0, in the spring

' then
1888.  wm. zippel was fishing a 1ittle :

i glde.
but only a short time, Oon the Canadian
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the first fishery of the Reiq Company waa
located at Garden Island. Ve fished just
ground the island (and not on the mainl and
nearby). TLater on the present company
(Baltimore Packing (o.) located at the mouth
of Rainy River. This compeny bought Reid
out in the spring of 1889, This company
Bhad intended to laecate on lLake Vinnipeg
first, but Reid happened to catch on to
them and indiiced them to locate here. Reid
started in with about 4 pounds in 1888 on
Garden Island, and the next year had in 6 on
Garden Island, and then when the Baltimore
Packing Co, went in they put in 4 or 5 more,
8nd they have been increasing every year.
The first year of the gill netting there

Were 6 men engeged in it. That was in 1389.

Licenses were not issued by the Canadian

Government, nowever, until apbouty 3 years

2 ere
820, and between 1889 and & years ago th



sere no gill netting to amount 1o anything,
There was only a local market then. In the
beginning they would use on an average 5 or

6 nets apiece, and'the nets were about 600
feet along. Their nets now are 3 1p, nets,
with from 63 to 65 sinkers to a net, and

the sinkers are 9 fest zpart. They use from
5 1-4 to 6-ineh moash, and they all want O=
inch now, They do not want the enall mesh
as they claim they catch too many suckers.
They catch a great many suckers in the gill
nets, snd a great meny lawyers. They catch
no catfish, They ecateh whitefish, wall-
éved pike, jackfish, and trout occasionally.
They are bringing in some trout now, and they
are quite numerous in Whitefish Bay. There
are gsome people fi dl.ing in Whitefish Bay
now, They are settihg in %9 fathoms there.
The fighermen set their nets in different

depths of weter. They set now in deep wa-



B
o

e

- 4

Jﬂ later on quite near the shore in
‘}-x!!“ w water. The cetch of the #i11 nets
v ry small as compared to the pound nats,

ut 1-4 of the cateh of whitefish might be
- fa in the gill nets, There are a smmll-
%mortion of the wall-eyed rike caught
-:"- 1 the gill nets than with the rounds,

here are noio of them towerd the shallow
‘end of the lske.

~ They have not used fyke nets here, nor

ﬁ‘u “.'—-nothing but pound nets and gill

B

g s

8. They do some hook and line fishing

._ -:'Gllrgaon and trout, but it does not

T unt to much, The Indians use them prin-
11y. They put a number of hocks on &
1ine and lay it on the bottom, but they
o make & business of it and there are
times of the year when they oan
them.

| the beginning the pots of the pounds




were about the same gize gg now, and the
leaders were about the game in length.
They keep enough nets in dur ing the sammer
to make a shipment a week.

We had 5,000 1lbs, of vhitefish hers from
3 days catch this week. They came from the
gill-net fishermen at this end of the lake,
These fish would average about 4 lbe,
dressed. In the gill nets they ezteh fish
weighing as small as 2 or 2 1-2 lbs. Some -
times get a few weighing about 1-2 1b., but
none to speak of. In the pound nets the
¥hitefish run about the same size as they dé
in the gill nets. This time of year the
nets are better out of water, because they
will rot. A net will not last out a year
if they keep it in steady.

They ship the most sturgeon in the spring.
This year our first shipment of fish was

May 18,
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The following is & list of their ghip-
mente of fish for a year, yitn the dates of

shipment , given in 1lbs.:

Shiprents of Pigh
by the
Reid Fish Company.

------—--—-——--———-—-—-—--------—-..--—---—.—-——.-—-.---

Aug, 5 14,810 1,155 1,510

640
Cenadian (caught on Canada
side)
259 594
#: 418 476 9,497 154
® 25 14,320 3,865 1,170 2,105 1,500
Canadian 108 5,610 44
%29 1,150 2,795 2,285 1,585
:::£.1 : "84 @f%g’ 128
; (lairge)
3,840
S 23 440
g8 17,805 2,2%0 1,635 1,815
17,000
* 13 17,925 445 785 270
SR 15 4,036
& * 18 19,065 2,420 3,400 2,455
- Canaai 128 5,560

- Wveraging 125 1bs. 113 * (15 pkes) Golds
~ to the pkee.) foang da. fore-§




Sept.22 9,540 3,215 ) 140 2,290

Canadian 2,832 512 8,223 25
Sept .28 6,680 3,000 3,330
v ® 22,275 2,680
Canadian ' 8,303
Oet. 2 7,766 112 5,888 72
Canadian 2,690
Oet. 5 2,640
r ¢ 6,240 3,015 10,130 3,100
" 9 4,780 8,660
Canadian 50 500 5,014 256
Oet,13 1,180 8,990
'L Picker-
el
LI 6,140 1,157
Canadian 1,113 3,235 300 2,480
Oct 17 2,035 13,275
Canadian 579 2,089 2,366
375
Oet,20 700 3,010 13,080 1,905

Canadian 195 480 3,060 445
Oct,25 1,070 1,435 18,305

3,500
Canadian 4,233
6,350
Nov, 2 1,145 2,275 18,000 2,120
e 8 700 14,610 3,675

They were shipping frozen whitefish all
last winter. About 1 or 2 cars a month,
Funning about 30,000 lbs. to a car, of fro-

Zen figh,



1694. Stur- Pike TWhite- Jack- Buffa-

geon. fish. Tfish. il9,
lbs. 1bs. lbs. lbs. lbs.
May 18 40,042 1,110 2,317
Canzda 14,075 780 150 238

split NRXIX
May 25 5,187 g9 300 2,095 955
(red pike or
Piokerel,
round.)
5,450
¥ 29 15,940 (This was from all the pounds
belonging to the Company,including
Aamus and Zippel).
June 1 21,418 30,329 18,232 2,877
Canadian 1,474 2,250 125
June 4 14,000 500 40 75
Canadian 4,230 1,250
June 6 B80,5650
* 7 23,757 6,100 8,647 2,150 (They
made one shipment
of buffaloes bui
did not meke any-
thing on them.
pick~
erel.
nat g 2,170 1,305 17,175
= 34 18,617
pickereol
B 16 13,116 4,015 595 1,165
pickerel
round
3,650
pickerel
Can ada 900 1,210 1,030



June 19 21,827
" 22 5,000 4,660 1,765 1,720

* 26 19,000

" 80 7,745 4,285 385 32 614
Canada 1,285 186 759 205
July 4 8,655 4,298 2,915 1,532

* 14 18,270 1,875
13,531 875 325 95
Canade 9,192 305 1,108 95

July 20 24,373 508 2,492 616
AT 235,677 325 5,215 917

On the Nanada side they take the fish
from Budreau and the Sandusky Co. take the
fish from Ricklefs. On the American shore,
besides their own nets, they take from As-
mus, Zippel and Haas. The Sandusky Co.
take Bastedts', Their Company take the

fish from Huggins and Thomas. This year
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we took fish from zbout 8 gill netters.
Sturgeon have always been abundant and
they are catching them just about the same.
Does not know that they are taking too many
of them. Our Company would not have gone
in 8o strong this year, had it not been for
the Sandusky Company. They came in this
spring and reported that they were going to

have 100 pound nets in.



LAKE OF THE woops.

INTIRVIEWED BY WM,WAKEHAM AND RICEARD
RATHBUN, AUGUST 11,1894,

(Mr,Colecleugh is the Canadian Collestor
of Customz at Rat Portage, He was also
fishery oversgeer until a year ago, when a
new one was appointed, owing to lir.Coleleugls
conneetion with the fishing,ée. He is
practically the business representative at
this place of both the Raltimore Packing Co,
end the Sandusky Fish Co. He keeps track
of their shipments, both for them and as
collector, A very upright and intelligent

man, whose statements should be reliable),

The Ceznada fish are shipped the same way
88 the American, I. all goes to one market
Practically.

He has been here since 18383. The first



gompany thai ever fished here was Kalmbach
{of Duluth), He was iLhe king of the fishe
ing at Green Bay,Wis, He came here in
Aagust, 1533, and fished on the Canadian
side, bul did not make it pay, He brought
a lot of caviar kugs with him, but did not
know how to handle it, He did not get any
sturgeon, just ah’ipped & few whitefish, but
bought ther of the Indians, and would get
the little silver lake trout. He brought
& few nets and aittempted fishing, but I
guess it was a failure. He left here in
Vareh, 18&4, Their [ishing was just gill
nets, There was no one fishing on the
Americen side then. There was mo setilement
around the laeske except &t Hungry Hall. It
was dubbed Hunpry Hakl by the first expedi-
tion of people who ceme through here, be=
cauge they found it a hungry place I guess.

There is g Hudson's Bay trading place there

now,



Then Vim.Zippel ceme next, and hie Pished
at the Tittle Traverse, in Canadian weters,.
He used ordinery 111 nets, but no vound
nets. And then he went to Rainy River,
Then Reid and Melirnnon came, I think, about
1889, They did not fish any vound nets.
They fished in Canadian waters, and only
fished gill nets. This, of course, is just
the best of my knowledge as I rememher it.
(Mr.Coleleugh is mixed in some of these
gtatements, He ean b2 corrected by those
of others, however),

“hen in 1891, they formed the Keid Fish
Company. That wes the first year they
fished pound nsts on the American side.

They located at the mouth of the river, and
that was the only place vhere they fished.
There were a few fishermen near here bring=
ing in fishing and selling them, It was
8t Grand Island instead of the mouth of the

river that the Reid Fish Co. began %0 put in



€:’gund nets in 1889, and they went to the
i river in 1891.  Asms bsgan in 1891, and
gippel was fishing at that time. Ok Ig=-
lzand was not ovened up until 1592, The
firm wes Brydges & YeClzin then at Oask Is-
land. O0le Johnson & Co, were fishing at

Rainy River last year, on the inside of the

B point. They were fishing 2-pound nets.

% Johnson is fishing now for the Sandusky Com=
. peny. Thinke he is located ot Ogk Isleand.
l

? Never heard of thelr having any fyke nets
E

set in the 1lske. Heard they were going to

ﬁut in &8 seine this year at Grassy River,but
;'“ﬂnﬁu not think it was ever put there.

In 1883 four of us went out to the second
falls here; we got there ahout 3 o'clock and
got home here about 7; and had 229 yellow ' =
3 Pickerel.

~ There has been no hook and line comme rcidl

-

 fishing here. There is a colored man down

i

~ the lake here who is about the blackest man




I ever saw, and he hag rarriod = squaw, and
fishes down there,

- I fancy there is a migration of ihe rish
from the Winnivep River up to thig lake.

In the river comnecting the two lakes the
sturgeon ocecur, There is a fishway there.
The passage between Take of the Yoods and
Lake Winniper waz slear for fishes, it was
‘Juet a repid until they dammed it up. It
‘has a small fishway.

In the past the mesh of the pound nots
'&ll been 4 inches on the Canadian side,
Thinks they have been using & 5-inch mesh on
;{'.!Ih'n-hrlcln gide in the past, In ther
Mr- this year I think they have 7=-inch.
i1 last year they never scemed 10 care
ther they fished all the year or not,

ie thay did not tske thelr nets out a3t
but fished sll the senson through.

is the earliest season for 4 or 5 years



end they Legen ligling carlier, About May

-~ 5th they began to drive &nd get their nets

B in. this is the firgg §cason that thay

have brogen of? entircly during the samuner.

" The Reid Company is zbout the only one that

is fishing now. The life of a net is only

about a season here I think,

They ship the most Sturgeon in the spring

b, -

" and that is the principal rua,

A

There would

hardly be twice as many in the gring as in
;.- ®he fall, however. But last year there was
‘:-"_. tremendous run in the gpr ing. The firgt

L 1895 was June 3. Ihere were a £g° od many
nan last jyear, In the summer the run
 -‘-_3 uld be much saaller. They knoek off

July 5th and from then up to Aug.20,

' least haul of tne pom nets on the Amer-
| eide would be about Nov,5. So far as

& season is concerned, in the fall

"¢ i3 a natural one. In Leke Winnipeg




" they have & close season from Oct.20 1o Nov.
: b

The shipment of whitefigh as compared
to sturgeon would be about 1-3, But of
course they have not beeﬁ fighing for scale
fish until this last year or 2, That is,
the sturgeon has been the prineipal fighery.
‘In 1883 they shipped small quaniities of
 whitefigh, and they have always shipped some
i“ne fish, In 1839 the Reid Company
| ‘shipped the first car load lot. Xalmbach
"ma. Dunn did not ship many fras Zippel.
—.‘Thcv penerally ship the sturgeon in bulk and

ihit. efigh and pickerel in boxss. They

y setisfactory for euch suall fish. We
sed to ship whitefish here in the round,but
v do not, except frozen figh.

The best fisherman we have here for gill=
ﬂW'il a man naned Joseph Jettie,and




8 more familiar with the lake then any=-
one elee I know of.

mro are a lot of jackfish shipped from

‘here. In the gring this bay is just alive

h PJackfish, end they ship them extensive-

| « They ehip' about everything, They

P suckers and you guan get them by the

ons here in the spring. They ship

' to the United States. fhey ship figh
‘here to lontreal; just commenced this ‘
‘ ing. All whitefigh and pickerel that

¥ ship there. Does not think there isg

E

demand for sturgeon in the lontreal

« They srmoke swell quantities of
turgeon here. They sucke them prineipally
polis end Sanaisky.

‘are not meny leke trout here in the



I saw g trout dipped up underneath the fallg
here in the river wWeighing 14 1lbs, after it

was cleaned, They do not take many in ths

gill nets. They would be shipped awvay,

But there wuld not be more than 200 or 300

ibs. altogether this season. They are

clessed as whitefish, ihe Reid Fish Com=-

pany buy the fish here, and ihey are sold in

Lown some, and are also shipped to Manitoba.
Some are shipped eccross the line. There
is no Canada market for fish in quantities
such as they get hero, They cleim that the
regular Manitoba fish are the most perfect
fish they can get, and they average about
2 1-2 hbs. dressed. That size enswers for
a small family.

The sturgeon he thinks are as abundant as
they used to be, if not more 8o, There may
be a decrcase vometime, but the fishermen

say not, however, The sturgeon he has been
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told are not growing any less in size or

cetting any fewer, I understand it is only

8 Tew years ago gince the sturgeon beeame
valuable, I few years g0 they used to
eatch the fish ag teke the eggs and bury
the flesh, but of course sturgeon are the
1osi valuable fish in Cénadian waters today,
The Canadiens are not mich interested in the
sturgeon Tighery, cxcept that it gives em=
- Ployment to our en, As Tar a8 sturpgeon
@re coneerned, I think a close season would ‘
- be a benefit. It stands to reason that in
the course of a very few years they will kil
out the sturgeon if they keep on fishing as
~ they are doing. There arec little lakes
and sush places around this country that are
Just full of sturgeon yet and that have never
'ibien Tished. The fishermen call the spring
lturEBOn 9ggs o.1, and 1f you notice,there

i3 quite a difference between the oggs today
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and the eggs taken 2 months ago. Thinks
probably the close season for sturgeon

gshould be the month of June. The spring
season is from the oPening of mavigation,
until July B, and so if you will make a
close season in the month of June there would
not be much use in Putting in nets. If the
close season was in May it would not affeet
the fishing so much. Thinks that would be
about the proper month. If it was in June
it would destroy the spring fishing. It
8eéms to me that on the American side every
available foot is taken up with net 8, or
soon will be. I think they ought to lease
grounds on the American side the same as we
do on the Canadian side, or gimilar, so a firm
¥ould probably lease 1 or 2 miles, and then

they would not figh them as close.
There are no whit efish taken here from

the first day of November to the first of
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May. They have been agitating the granting
of winter licenses. In Hamilton on Lake
Ontario, he eaught bass and jackfish in the
winter fishing through the ice.

Only take maskinonge by trolling, There
ars2 any quantity of them here at certain
seasansé. Would find them all through here
to some extent, but there is one place up
here called Ash Rapids, where they get them
in abundance. I esaw one brought from there
weighing 35 1lbs.

There are no brook trout here anywhere.
On Silver Lake there are trout weighing abomt
2 1-2 1bs. They are speckled, but their
head is a little different shape--sharper--
than the lake trout. The spots are very
red and bright. They may be a variety of
lake trout, but are different. They are
dark on the back and light on the belly,with

the red spots. They get them at Silver
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Lake. That is why they call them the Sil-
ver Lake trout, and not from their color.
They get the same trout down the river he=-
tween here and Lake Winnipeg.

They get lots of yellow perch here now.
Saw some yesterday that must weigh about 2
lbs, Before they put the electric light
works over here there were a lot of them
right below the falls, and I have seen them
catch jaekfish, piockerel, gold eye,sunfish
and perch right out of that little hole,.

There is & minnow here that looks just
like a sardine, in a little lake here. Do
not see them much in summer, but in the
winter it is practically full of them.

The height of land is at Sumit, a station
east of here. There are no trout between
Surmit and the Rockies, md east of Sumit
the first place is on the Nipigon River.

They get a very nice black bass here in
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one lake connected with Leke of the Voods,
about 50 miles from Rat Portage,

They get the ordinary bull-heads around
the docke, and they are common about here.

There are rock bass here around the is-
lands, and around the river here.

Get the lawyer prineipally around the Big
Iraverse, Lake Wiknipeg is full of the
lawyers.

When they were building the line through
here they occasiogally put down cartridges
and exploded them to kill fish, but there is
nothing of that sort now, At a place
called Boomer's Mill they put in an explo-
sive and brought up a lot of fish, but they
were only stunned.

The fish offel is not put baeck into the
lake that he knows of. There is one thing
that should be looked after and theat is saw-

dust, They are allowing it to go into the
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lake. They pretend not to let it go in,
but it does all the same,. You will find
the blowers coming up from the saws and they
pile it in a heap and it gredually slides
off into the watersg There is cuite a cur-
rent in this end of the lake. At Devil'sg
Cap it is almost like a river, There is a
place near here that never freezes in the
wint er, It is a hard matter to say how far
sawdust would be carried. They burn the
edgings and cuttings, but thinks a large
percentage of the sawdust is put in the lake.
It would not get down to the fisheries at
the south end of the lake, however. On the
lake there are 6 sawmills in active opera-
tion, and they ere all on this emd of the
lake. Two of them are in Keewatin Channel,
however,

They got plenty of sturgeon right below

the falls where they put in the water power
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here, They have a whitefish at Selkirk
weighing 22 1bs,

Thinks it is a god-send for the Place to
allow fishing here,

At the point right off Rat Portage, at
Coney Islend, there is 2 depth of 200 feet

of water,
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LAKE SUPERIOR - CANADIAN SHORE.
NOTES BY RICHARD RATHBUN,

PORT ARTHUR,ONTARIO.
AUGUST 14, 1894,

On the north shore of Lake Superior figh-
ing is carried on from the boundary line bhee
tween Minnesota and Ontario, as fer east as
Pie River. Thenee to Otter Head there is no
fishing. The line of coast from Otter Head
to the Soo has been discussed in another cone
nection.

Ve spent only 1 1-2 days at Port Arthur,
a8 the fishing from that place had previously
been worked up by A.J.Woolmen, but I have not
yet seen his notes. He has placed the
pounds, and has full information regarding
the pound nets. The following persons were
interviewed by him:

Peter Tromby, 0ld fisherman.

¥W. A. Beebe,
Capt.H.Servais, tug Georgina.
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Capt.John Maloney, tug Moeking Rird.

Capt. A. Murray, * Minot.

Capt. RBooth's tug Kekabeka.

W. Davis, of the Albion Hotel.

Rooth's Agent.

We saw and interviewed

Mr,.MeDonnklll, Fishery Overseer.

Thos. Marks, Business Man
...Capt. Servais,

Capt.Beebe,

Peter Twombley,

Mr.MeDonnell stated that each of the an-
nual reports would show the amount of nets
licensed and the catch of fish for that year,

Mr, Marks is an old resident, a successful
meérchant, and a man of means. Used to be
interested in the fisheries, first on Lake
Huron, and later at Port Arthur. He was &
member of the international Congress which
discussed fishery regulations a couple of
years ago.

Peter Twombly was about the oldest (earli-

est) fisherman at Port Arthur., Servais and
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Beebe have been two of the moSt active figh-
ing captains.

On the north shore there are 4 fighing
eenters, Port Arthur, Rossport, Jackfish and
Caldwell, They are all on the line of the
C.P.R. Port Arthur is by far the most ime
Portant, and prasti€ally all of the eateh
landed there leaves by boat, the A,RBooth
Packing Company taking the greater part of
the catch, which is carried to Duluth in the
steamsr *Dixon®, From Rossport, Jackfish
and Caldwell the shipments are made east by
rail,

The Port Arthur fishermen fish from the
U.8.boundary line to about the middle of St,
Ignece Islend. Some of them will reside
along the coast during the fishing season,but
they are prastiecally all residents of Port

Arthur,

From each of the other 3 stations they



H4

fish east and west, about midway between.

The fishing is done entirely with pounds
and gill nets. There is practically no
gport fishing in the big lake, and that sub-
Ject does not need to be considered in this
region.

Pound nets &re used in the spring, summer,
and early part of the fall, but not later.
They say they get no fish in them in October.
The fish do not appear to run along the
shores at that season, or at any rate to lead
into the pounds. Then gill netting becomes
the only means of fishing.

Fish are now so scarce relatively that the
pound nets do not pay well. The catch is so
small that some who would like to set pounds
cannot afford to pay for the licenses. Some
pounds are said to be owned which are not now
put in the water on that account.

There seéems to be no question of & dec rease
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in the abundance of fish in this region.whigh
anounts to a good deal. Capt, Servaig says
that 1 pound ten yeare ago would take as much
as 3 pounds do now. In the beginning of the
fighery here, the fishing used to be done
entirely in Thunder Bay, Now little can he
ecaught there, and most all of the nets are
set farther to the eastward.

No cause can be assigned to the absence of
fish from Thunder Bay except overfishing.

The Government breakwater in front of Port
Arthur necessitated some blasting, but that
could not have had a lasting effeet upon the
fishes. The bay is large and deep and has
clear water.

Blegk Bay seems to he better adapted to
fish, and they are doing much of their fish-
ing there now. The greater abundance in it
of sturgeon, wall-eyed pike,etc., would indi-

cate shallower and warmer water.
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The greater proportion of the pound nets
are in the region fished from Port Arthur,
and there are seaid to be nome east of Little
Pie Island. The shore is not generally well
adapted to pounds, and the places where they
can ba set are limited.

Servais and Beebe think the mesh in the
pote should not be above 3 1-2 inches. They
describe the fish (whitefish and trout) as
amaller here than elsewhere end also slimmer.
Pour and 4 1-2-inech meshes have been tried,

but not profitably.
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