A'Science Service Feature
. Released upon receipt e
but intended for use , _
‘March 27, 1931 ? WHY THE WEATHER ? Mailed March 20, 1931

By Chailes Pitzhugh Talmen,
Authority on Meteorology.

CIFANFR AIR JIN BRITAIN

Thanks to vigorous smoke abatement measures, sponsdred by various British
municipélities, the air of towns in the United Kingdom grows cleancr year bylyeér.
This statement can be made with confidence because Creat Britain, in favorabie con-
trast to most other countries, has for many years maiﬁtained regular measurements of
atmospheric pollution in numerous towns. The measurements relate totsbbtféll and are
made with special gauges, numbering from one to severél in each town. At prosent
they are made in 28 English and Scottiah'ﬁowﬁs; one of which,‘Loughborough, has 12
gauges, while Londcn has 1ll. Of these 28 towns eight now show an annual sootfall of
less than 200 tons per square mile, ag compared with only three a few yéére ag0s
The heavieét sootfall for the year ;nding March 31, 1930, was 531 tons per square
mile at Burnley. London had only 254 tons per‘square mile. The figures show that
atmospheric pollution has been reduced'by"a third in the Birmingham area and by‘one—
sixth in London in the last ten years.
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