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INSTRUCTIONS FOR INITIAL REPORT
ON WEATHER M ODIFICATION ACTIVITIES

O ne co m p leted  co p y o f t h is  fo r m  is t o be received  1 0  days *  or m ore p rio r t o  ac t u al m o dif ica t io n  ac t iv i t ies. 
A  N O A A f i le n u m ber w ill  be assig ned b y t he A d m in is t ra to r af ter receip t  o f t he in i t ial rep or t  fo r eac h
p rojec t  or  ac t iv i t y .

A  s u p p le m en tal rep or t  i n  a le t ter for m  referr in g  t o t he ap p ro p ria te N O A A f ile n u m ber m u s t  be m ade t o t he
A d m in is t ra to r i f  t he “ In i t ial Rep or t ”  is  fo u n d to co n tain  an y m aterial i nacc u racies, m iss ta te m en ts, an d
o m issio n s, or i f  t here are c han ges in  p lan s for t he p rojec t  o r ac t iv i t y .

*For excep t io n s, see Sec t io n s 9 0 8 .4(b) an d (c), Par t  9 0 8  o f Ti t le 1 5 , Co de o f Federal Reg u la t io n s.

I te m  1 . En ter desig nat io n , i f  an y, u sed b y o perato r fo r t he p rojec t  or  ac t iv i t y .

I te m  2 . En ter : (a) Date f i rs t  ac t ual w ea t her m o d if ica t io n  ac t iv i t y  is  t o be u n der taken ;
(b) Date o n  w h ic h  f i nal w eat her m o dif ica t io n  ac t iv i t y  is ex pec ted  to occ u r.

I te m  3 . En ter t he p u rp ose o f t he p rojec t  or  ac t iv i t y : e.g ., rain fall in c rease, hail  s u p p ressio n , cold  fo g
d ispersal, e t c.

I te m  4 . En ter: (a) Na m e, p h o ne n u m ber, af f il ia t io n , an d ad d ress of t he p ri m ary  perso n  for w h o m
t he p rojec t  is t o  be per fo r m ed (sp o n sor).

(b) Na m e, p h o ne n u m ber , af f i l ia t io n , an d ad d ress o f t he perso n  p ri m arily
resp o n sib le for carry in g  o u t  t he p rojec t  (o perato r).

I te m  5 . A  m ap sh o u ld  be a t tac hed s h o w in g  size a n d  loca t io n  o f t arget  area, co n t rol area, co ded
n u m ber an d loca t io n  of eac h i te m  of g ro u n d - based w eat her m o d if ica t io n  ap para t u s an d
co ded  n u m ber a n d loca t io n  o f key rain gages, radars, or o t her p recip i ta t io n  m easu rin g
devices.  A lso s h o w  loca t io n  o f air p or t  for  air b orne o pera t io n s.

I te m  6 . Describe t he w eat her m o d if ica t io n  ap para t u s, m o d if ica t io n  agen ts, a n d  t he tech n iq ues to
be u sed .  T h is w o u ld  in clu de t y pe o f g ro u n d  or air b or ne ap para t u s t o be u sed , t y pe o f
m o d if ica t io n  m aterial t o  be d is pen sed, ra te o f d is pen sin g  m aterial i n  g ra m s per h o u r or
o t her ap p ro p ria te u n i t s, t y pe o f p recip i ta t io n  gages t o be u sed in  tar get  an d co n t rol areas,
an d an y o t her per t inen t  in for m at io n  s u c h  as t y pe o f radars, t y pe o f aircraf t  t o be u sed,
tec h n iq ues to be e m ployed, (e.g ., c lo u d  base seed in g  a t  1 0 ,0 0 0  feet  m sl).

I te m  7 . Lis t  na m e, p h o ne n u m ber , af f il ia t io n , an d ad d ress o f t he res p o n sib le in d iv id u al f ro m  w h o m
log  b ooks or o t her record s m ay be o b tained .

I te m  8 . Provide ap p licab le a n s w ers t o q ues t io n s as in d ica ted .

I te m  9 . T h is i te m  is t o per m i t  t he rep or t in g  perso n t o in clu de an y in fo r m at io n  n o t  covered  b y i te m s
1 t h ro u g h  8  b u t  w h ich  he feels is s ig n if ican t  or  of  i n teres t .  I t  is  also t o be u sed  t o in clu de
an y in for m at io n  n o t  covered else w here t h at  t he A d m in is t ra to r m ay req ues t .
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T he Paper w ork Red u c t io n  A c t  o f  1 9 9 5  req u ires t ha t  i n d iv id uals or o rga n iza t io n s be
p rovided w i t h  t he fo llo w in g  in for m at io n  if  t hey p rov ide in fo r m at io n  o n  paper fo r m s w h ic h
are collec ted  b y t he Federal Gover n m en t .  (T h is in clu des rep or t s req u ired  o f w eat her
m o difica t io n  ac t iv i t ies.)

1 .  Pu b lic  La w  9 2 - 2 0 5 , enac ted  Dece m ber 1 8 , 1 9 7 1  (a m en ded  b y Pu b lic  La w  9 4 - 4 9 0 ,
Sec t io n  6(b), Oc to ber 1 5 , 1 9 7 6) req u ires t ha t  all n o n - federal w eat her m o d if ica t io n  ac t iv i t ies
in  t he U n i ted  Sta tes a n d  i t s ter r i t o r ies be rep or ted  to t he Secretary  o f Co m m erce.  T he
Nat io nal Ocea n ic an d A t m osp heric A d m in is t ra t io n  has i m p le m en ted  t he A c t  an d  t he c u rren t
rep or t in g  req u ire m en ts are  p u b lis hed  in  t he Catalo g  o f Federal Reg u la t io n s (1 5  CFR 9 0 8).

2 .  T he in ten t  o f t he p ro g ra m  is to  in crease ex per t ise in  t he f ield  o f w eat her m o d if ica t io n , t o
allo w  scien t is t s an d o t her co n cerned perso n s to have access t o in for m at io n  o n  c u rren t  an d
pas t  ef fo r t s  a t  w ea t her m o d if ica t io n , t o help  avoid  u n needed  an d w as tefu l d u p lica t io n s, t o
aid  in  p reven t in g  terr i t o r ial overlap p in g  o f w eat her m o dif ica t io n  o pera t io n s, t o p rov ide da ta
to assess p ossib le har m fu l or dan gero u s ac t iv i t ies, an d  t o f u r n is h  in fo r m at io n  t o c heck b o t h
desirab le an d  u n desirab le a t m os p heric c han ges again s t  record s o f w eat her m o dif ica t io n
ef fo r t s.  To m eet  t h is o b jec t ive, in fo r m at io n  is collec ted  o n  t he loca t io n  an d size o f t he
target  area, na m es an d ad d resses OF s p o n sors an d o pera tors, beg in n in g  an d en d in g  da tes
of t he p rojec t , specif ic  p u rp ose, descrip t io n  o f ap para t u s a n d  seed in g  agen ts t o be u sed ,
n u m ber o f days o f o perat io n s, n u m ber o f h o u rs o f o perat io n s of  eac h  t y pe of w eat her
m o d if ica t io n  ap para t u s, an d t o tal a m o u n t  o f seed in g  agen t  u sed .

3 . Pu b lic  rep or t in g  b u rden  fo r t h is co llec t io n  o f i n for m at io n  is  es t i m a ted  t o average 4 0
h o u rs for rep or t in g  an d  2 0 0  h o u rs fo r recor d  keep in g , based  o n  o ne- half  h o u r per res p o n se
o n  For m  1 7 -4  an d o ne- half h o u r per resp o n se o n  For m  1 7 -4 A, an d  f ive h o u rs per record
keeper.  I t  is  es t i m ated  t ha t  t he t i m e per res p o n se is ap p ro x i m ately  t he sa m e across all
res p o n den ts.  Sen d co m m en ts regard in g  t h is  b u rden  es t i m ate or an y o t her as pec t  o f  t h is
da ta collec t io n , i n clu d in g  su g ges t io n s fo r red u cin g  t h is b u rden  to :  M s. Karen  Kin g ,
D OC/N O A A/O AR, 1 3 1 5  Eas t  W es t  H ig h w ay, Silver Sp rin g , M D 2 0 9 1 0.

4 .  Rep or t in g  o f t h is i n fo r m at io n  u n der Pu b lic La w  9 2 - 2 0 5, enac ted  Dece m ber 1 8 , 1 9 7 1
(a m en ded b y Pu b lic  La w  9 4 -4 9 0 , Sec t io n  6(b), Oc to ber 1 5 , 1 9 7 6) is m an da tory.

5 .  Co n fiden t iali t y  is  n o t  a req u ire m en t  for t h is rep or t in g ; n o sen si t ive in for m at io n  is
req u ired .

6 .  No t w i t h s ta n d in g  an y o t her p rovis io n  o f t he la w , n o perso n  is  req u ired  t o resp o n d to, n or
s hall  an y perso n  be s u b jec t  t o  a penal t y  for  fail u re t o co m ply w i t h , a collec t io n  o f
in for m at io n  su b jec t  t o  t he req u ire m en ts o f t he Paper w ork Red u c t io n  A c t , u n less t ha t
collec t io n  o f in fo r m at io n  d isp lays a c u rren t ly  valid  O M B Co n t rol N u m ber.
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Map of Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo County target areas and six ground-based seeding
flare sites



Map of Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo County Huasna-Alamo target area and three
ground-based seeding flare sites



CLOUD SEEDING PROGRAM SUSPENSION CRITERIA

A. GENERAL CRITERIA FOR SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Criteria in this category apply to the entire project area including all of Santa Barbara County
and the Twitchell Reservoir Drainage of Southern San Luis Obispo County.

1.  Whenever the National Weather Service issues a severe storm, precipitation, or flash flood
warning that affects any part of the project area, the project meteorologist shall suspend
operations which may affect that part.  Operations will be suspended at least for the period
that the warning is in effect.

The Project Meteorologist or District/Agency personnel shall retain independent authority to
suspend cloud seeding operations for any part, or all of the project area in the event that
unforeseen conditions develop during storm events which in their best judgment have the
potential to cause flooding or other adverse conditions anywhere in the project area.

B. SPECIFIC CRITERIA

Santa Ynez River Watershed

Prior to and during each storm event the District will make stream flow runoff forecasts for the
Santa Ynez River using a hydrologic computer model, Alert telemetered rainfall data, radar,
and quantitative precipitation forecasts.  If, prior to any storm event the model indicates that
the storm has the potential to generate a 15,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or greater flow in
the Santa Ynez River near Lompoc the storm may be seeded only if; (1) both the
District/Agency and Project meteorologist concur, and (2) measures are taken to
continuously monitor the storm event. If stream flow runoff forecasts predict flows of over
15,000 cfs in the Santa Ynez River near Lompoc based on observed rainfall data, seeding
operations which may impact the Santa Ynez River flow below Bradbury Dam shall be
immediately suspended.

Twitchell Reservoir / Cuyama River Watershed

1. Cloud seeding operations shall be suspended in the Twitchell Watershed when seasonal
filling of the Conservation Pool (109,314 acre-feet) of Twitchell Reservoir becomes
apparent.  This leaves 88,784 AF of Flood Control capacity.

2. Seeding operations shall be suspended if the current or projected flow on the Cuyama River
is 15,000 cfs or greater, as determined by the District/Agency.
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